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Preface


The ‘Sonata per Cembalo' in C was first published in a group of ‘Six Easy Lessons for the Harpsichord' by Corri & Sutherland in Edinburgh, 1784. The group of six, comprised of sonatas in C major, B-flat major, A major, G major, F major, and D major and such volumes along with their instructive purpose were immensely popular with amateurs and consumers of light music alike. These were not the first works for keyboard that Mysliveček would produce but they are a trifling offering compared to the majority output of his symphonies and operas.


Mysliveček was born in Prague in a street off the old square renowned today for its bookbinders and like many Czech surnames, the name Mysliveček has a humorous connotation, translating as “the little gamekeeper". This had been mistaken in the past as meaning “the little hunter" and the meaning convoluted in Italian –though perhaps not during his lifetime – to “Venatorini". Similarly he was also known as Il Bohemo but the derivation Il divino Boemo as seen on the bust outside his place of birth is almost certainly a later attribution. In the history of Czech music Mysliveček is regarded as one of her most important figures so it is surprising that he hardly touched the Czech idioms throughout his short but prolific career.
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