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Introduction


Sigüenza is celebrating 900 years since the Reconquista from the Muslims 12-14 July 2024. The town is also putting in a candidature for World Cultural Heritage and is working to develop the town and environs as a tourist destination. The town has special significance for the authors, who wish Sigüenza a great future.







Early history


Sigüenza is a little known gem among the historical cities in Spain, situated in the province of Guadalajara about hundred and thirty kilometers north from Madrid. Sigüenza can be one of the oldest cities in Spain, much older that the 900 years celebrated in 2024. Sigüenza like other towns in the region is unique as it did not experience the industrial revolution. That is why visiting it is a great opportunity to discover almost intact Medieval and Renaissance architecture. Sigüenza has also been the scene of many battles throuhout its history. The region was populated since the Paleolitic. Very rich water sources attracted people from early on. The river Henares runs through Sigüenza. Two other rivers flow on its flanks, Rio Dulce and Rio Salado. Rio Salado (the Salted river) makes it very rich in natural salt extracted in salt pans. Situated on the high plateau of Castille, Sigüenza is about over 1000 meters above sea level.




[image: Rio Dulce at La Cabrera south of Sigüenza.]


Rio Dulce at La Cabrera south of Sigüenza.





Prehistoric paintings were found not so far from Sigüenza in a cave, Cueva Casares. There is evidence that it was not isolated place but communicated with the south and northwestern
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This Paleolithic drawing in the Casares cave shows a ritual dive (immersion). This is probably a shamanic ritual (the representation of entering a trance or the spirit world) or a rite of initiation). Water purification is known in many ancient beliefs.
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Entrance to the Casares cave, in Riba de Saelices, Guadalajara. The Cueva de los Casares is a cave containing archaeological, paleontological and paleoanthropological remains, particularly prehistoric rock art. It is located 1,162 meters above sea level on the banks of the Rio Linares in Riba de Saelices in the Alto Tajo Natural Park (Parque natural del Alto Tajo) in the province of Guadalajara. The cave and its images are hardly known outside of Spain.
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The Celtiberian fibula above representing a rider. Under the horse's head, there is a cut human head, maybe from a defeated enemy. This kind of fibulae are considered to be an emblem of elite warriors. Celts came abt 6th century BC.


The Celts when they migrated, during the Bronze Age, encountered ancient local Indoeuropean settlements. The Celts came from Central Europe with their livestock, iron metal technology and castrum culture.


Celtiberians were a warrior Confederacy of Celtic people proud of their autonomy and their freedoms, dedicated to agriculture and stock raising. They also were well known for their metal works. The Celtiberians prospered in a vast broad area covering from North (Palencia, Burgos) to South (Cuenca), and East (Zaragoza,Teruel, Valencia) to West (Guadalajara, Segovia). Carthaginians and Romans met fierce resistance. Greek and Roman sources name Segontia among the six most important fortress towns in Celtiberia. Its original settlement was on the other side of the river Henares, on the high hills (Cerro de Villavieja). Segontia and other Celtiberian towns like Numancia and Atienza offered the last resistance to Roman domination.


Below a map with the suggested situation of the Celtiberians in the broader area around Sigüenza.
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Two “carp tongue” swords found at Sigüenza. Two Bronze Age “carp tongue” very pointed swords found at Sigüenza are in the Spanish National Museum in Madrid. They are from abt 1000-850 BC.
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Contacts with their Iberian neigbors, imbued by Mediterranean culture, made the Celtiberians adopt the Iberian script and coinage showing an already advanced culture in the greater area around Sigüenza.


After the fall of Numancia in 133 BC the resistance ended and Hispania was thouroughly Romanized.




[image: Map of Hispania under Roman domination during the Sertorian Wars, a Roman civil war on Spanish soil (82 BC- 72BC).]


Map of Hispania under Roman domination during the Sertorian Wars, a Roman civil war on Spanish soil (82 BC- 72BC).





Segontia became an important enclave in the middle of the Roman Road system which connected Southern and Northern Hispania.
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The vast and intricate road system was key to export, especially, metals to Rome because Hispania was rich like no other Roman Province in all kinds of metals like gold, silver, iron, black lead etc.


The Roman administration moved the original town on the hills to the other side of the Henares river, on the plains. This was more due to the increasing population than for strategical reasons.


With the decay of the Roman Empire, the town and its area experienced a ruralization process (4th and 5th centuries). Hispania suffered Barbarian invasions by a.o. the Vandals which led to the formation of the Visigothic Kingdom.


The most important was the Via between Zaragoza (Cesar Augusta) and Merida (Emerita Augusta). The original town on the hills was moved to the other side of the Henares river on the plains. This was more due to the needs of the increasing population than strategical reasons. With the decay of the Roman Empire, the town and its area experienced a ruralization process (4th and 5th Centuries).


In 409, the Vandals crossed the Pyrenees into the Iberian Peninsula and moved north past the Sigüenza area to the west and to the south.
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The Vandals originated from the coasts of Norway, Denmark and Sweden and settled for a while in present day Poland.


From there they moved into the Roman Empire around 400 AD.


The Hasdingi and the Silingi tribes settled in Gallaecia (northwest IHispania) 410-420 AD and Baetica (south-central Hispania) 410-418 AD as shown on the map above.
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