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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“Lancelot carried my honor and Guinevere my guilt. Mordred bares my sins. My knights have fought my causes. Now, my brother. I shall be king.”

	 – Excalibur, 1981

	 


Almost everybody knows at least one aspect of King Arthur’s many legendary stories. It is very difficult to have not to. May it be as simple as knowing his sword’s name is Excalibur to as complicated as being aware of the betrayal Lancelot and Guinevere did to the king. One way or another, you must have come across the legend that is King Arthur of Camelot.

	There are many stories of Arthur, and most – if not all – can be debated whether they are fictional. And that is not the only debate there is regarding Arthurian stories. The other discussion is if these stories were true, which of the versions is the right one? There are so many stories, and each tale has different versions. It’s so complicated to find out the real one. However, in every tale, one thing was clear: King Arthur is a man who deserves to be called a Legend.

	Arthur’s legacy stands tall and strong to this day. We know him as the once and future king of Camelot and many others. If you watch or have read adaptations of Arthur’s legends, you would know how much expectation Arthur had for his name.

	A secret, a small but essential secret, was what pushed the story of Arthur forward. The secret behind Arthur’s true lineage and birth made him shine from the rest. No one but Merlin knew the truth about Arthur. And Merlin became a quick friend and trusted adviser of the Pendragon family.

	Merlin was not a mere wizard. He is the greatest wizard of all time, according not just to the Arthurian legends but to the other “fictional” legends as well. For example, Harry Potter and the TV Show “Merlin.” Merlin was the wizard who prophesied Arthur’s Great Stories and Arthur’s Great Demise.

	One very important aspect of any story from Arthur’s legends is his sword. Well, in this world, his two swords. The first one was the sword that made him king, and the second one was the sword that made him a true king. The latter sword’s name is Excalibur, a sword that most people know very well. Excalibur was the sword for only a true and noble king.

	And, of course, you will read about the Round Table. To explain it in a simple manner, the Round Table was King Arthur’s own form of government wherein he brought in his knights and Queen to sit around the table as equals to him.

	And, of course, as do everything, Arthur’s reign has come to an end. The Round Table meets its demise because of the Quest for the Holy Grail and Lancelot and Guinevere’s betrayal of King Arthur’s trust and friendship. The battle against Lancelot and Guinevere. The war against Mordred, which was the final piece to unlocking Arthur’s death – Mordred is Arthur’s bane after all, as by the prophecy Merlin made.

	This is just a mere preview of what you are about to read. But I’d like to take your attention back to the quote. What does it mean to you? What is its relevance? Why does Arthur say this? Is he guilty of leaning too much and being too dependent on the people around him? Or is he saying he’s done with that way of living, and it’s time to move forward?
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