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Above is the Sigüenza castle, which is the first you notice when you arrive by CM-1101 (GU-118) from A2 Madrid-Barcelona.
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Cathedral of Sigüenza.


The other great attraction is the Cathedral of Sigüenza seen from across the forest with its hiking trails. The cathedral is built like a semi-fortress with towers because the area was still not completely under Christian control in 1124.
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Calle Mayor connecting the castle with Plaza Mayor and the cathedral La Virgen de Sigüenza. The houses along this and many other streets are very old and lend their particular charm to this ancient town. It was an important Celtiberian fortified town and the Roman highway ran though Segontia, as it was called back then.
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Plaza Mayor de Sigüenza with tha town hall. The Plaza Mayor was built 1484-1494. Cardinal Mendoza ordered that the houses around the Plaza Mayor occupied by churchmen and local dignitaries be built to be worthy of such magnates - the Casas de los Canónigos. The square was built to afford a nice view of the cathedral.
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Cathedral of Sigüenza. Bernard de Agén was appointed bishop in 1121 but he had to conquer the place first. By 1169 the cathedral works were advanced to the transcept and opened to worship.
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Bernard of Agen was originally from the City of Agén in Aquitaine. He was a Cluniac monk summoned by the Archbishop of Toledo, Bernard de Sedirac, who was also Aquitanian. The Benedictine Abbey of Cluny set op 917 became very powerful in Spain when Alfonso VI in 1079 married Constance of Burgundy, who made him change from the Visigothic rites to the Roman rites of church service.
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Moorish army (right) of Almanzor during the Reconquista Battle of San Esteban de Gormaz (917), from Cantigas de Alfonso X el Sabio, from the Cantigas de Santa María, 13th century.


[image: ]


La Virgin de la Mayor, patron saint of Sigüenza, in the Cathedral of Sigüenza, la Catedral de la Virgin Mayor. This wooden statue was brought to Sigüenza by Bernard de Agén and carried with him in battle. It has a secret drawer for the sacraments and the holy oil.
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Tomb of Doncel (in Capilla de San Juan y Santa Catalina, in the cathedral).


One day the inscription will be vandalized and removed as hare speech.
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Chapel of Doncel (Capilla de San Juan y Santa Catalina), Sigüenza cathedral.
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Magnificent mausoleo de Don Fadrique de Portugal, Sigüenza Cathedral.
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Chapel of San Pedro, Catedral of Sigüenza
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The cathedral has wonderful cloisters exuding peace and calm.
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Private chapel of the Gamboa family in the cloisters of Sigüenza cathedral.
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On the corner across from the cathedral, is a magnificent palace that used to belong to the Gamboa family, the only family of independent landowners not part of the church organization. It is now a wonderful Diocesan Museum. Coat of arms: Upper left is Mora, upper right de la Cerda, lower left Mora´s 2nd name and lower right the five castles of Torres.
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