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Introduction


The number always touched in its explicit nomination, in which it stands alone. The amount of fish was so large that the disciples could not pull the net into the boat but had to drag it to the bank and bring it ashore.


There were 153 big fish. No further hint. The number is mentioned without another narrative context, without numerical relations as it occurs with other figures. The feeding of the five thousand people, for instance, who had followed Jesus without provisions into the desert and who, as it is told, were filled by five breads and two fish, so that still twelve baskets were left over.


Here are just the hundred and fifty-three fish, a number that is specifically mentioned without a following context.


More than other biblical namings of numbers, this seems to be a statement. Only in the writings of John does it occur.


The text of John also differs in other respects from those of the other three evangelists. The prologue, the structural expression, as in the seven I am-words of Jesus, as well as the repeated self-denomination of Jesus as the Son of God, are of a philosophical conciseness that distinguishes it from the other three texts.


The juxtapposition of the philosophical dimension of the Gospel of John was already the subject of early scripture interpretation.


The relation of the four Gospels to each other was seen in correspondence with the image of the four living creatures at the throne of God from the vision of Ezekiel and in the revelation of John: Matthew the Angel or Man, Mark the Lion, Luke the Bull, and John the Eagle. Here in accordance with the Aristotelian four reasons of being, the four causalities: the causa materialis, the material cause in the symbol of the bull, the causa formalis, the form-creating ground or formal cause in the symbol of the lion, the causa efficiens, the confronting, encountering or efficient cause in the symbol of the eagle and the causa finalis, the obtaining, final cause in the symbol of the angel or man. (The four-quadrants / Wolfgang Döbereiner)


The eagle assigned to John, symbol of the effecting cause, illustrates the elevation to the opposing, abstract thinking, which has become independent of the sensitivities and conditions of the subjective, and which rises like an eagle. Thomas of Aquin


Thus, the different characters of the Gospels in the image of the Taurus, the Lion, the Eagle and the Angel are presented as a structure whose elements are interrelated.


Here it is noticeable that the description of the miraculous catch of fish in the days after resurrection, with a peculiar mention of the number of the hundred and fifty-three fish, does not appear in the texts of the other three evangelists.


However, a story which is found among the other evangelists, but not John, is that of the rich man who asks Jesus about the acquisition of the Kingdom of Heaven, ending with the well-known parable of the camel and the eye of the needle.


It occurs almost identically in Mark, Luke and Matthew.


Considering the etymological context of the words in the Hebrew language and the traditional numerical and pictorial meaning of the Hebrew letters, a hidden correspondence between the three other Gospels and that of John becomes apparent.


Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn. John, 21,11





Of the Hundred and


Fifty-Three Fish


In the days after the Resurrection, as John tells, the disciples put their boat out to Lake Tiberias to fish.


They had not caught anything the whole night, and when it was morning they returned to the shore. There stood Jesus but they did not recognize him.


His question whether they have something to eat, they can only deny. He advises them to go out again and throw out the net on the right side of the boat.


They do as he says, and then the net is so full that they can no longer pull it into the boat but have to drag it ashore.


Then Peter realizes that it is Christ. He jumps into the water to reach the shore faster.


The net, it is stated later, was filled with one hundred and fifty-three large fish, and though there were so many, it did not tear.


This story of the catch of fish at night with mention of the hundred and fifty-three fish is found only in the gospel of John.





The number seventeen


Augustine, the christian theologican and philosopher gave much thought to the meaning of the number. He named the seventeen as one of its keys.


The practice of ancient numerical theories involved looking at numbers in proportion to the sum resulting from the addition of their series.


A sentence ascribed to Pythagoras illustrates this relation: What you think is four is ten.


The addition of the four, one plus two plus three plus four, yields ten.


Augustine applied this practice to the hundred and fifty-three: counting from one to seventeen and adding all the intervening numbers adds up to one hundred and three and fifty, he explained in response to the questions of his pupil Januarius (XXXIII Answer to the Questions of Januarius, 2. book.)


Augustine considered the Seventeen as a perfect figure because it contains the number of the Ten Commandments and that of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. Thomas Aquinas shared this interpretation.


In the seventeen, the sum of ten as the number of the earthly - ten commandments for earthly life - and the seven as number of heaven - seven days of creation, seven gifts of the Holy Spirit - Thomas saw a reference to the descent of the celestial to earth, to the incarnation of Christ.


Consequently, in the hundred and fifty-three as an addition of the Seventeen, after Easter, the completion of the incarnation of is expressed.


A reference to what happened on Pentecost is made in the Book of Acts. Here seventeen language groups are mentioned after the Holy Spirit had descended upon the congregation and they could speak in foreign dialects.
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