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English might be the most influential language today, but the Spanish tongue also remains to
be a strong contender on the list of the most widely-spoken languages in the world. Perhaps
as a result of its 16th century efforts to colonize a good portion of the globe, it's been
estimated that there are 3 million native speakers in about 44 countries today. And while
many international transactions and communications make use of English as the medium,
there are actually more people who grew up speaking Spanish as their first language.

Thus, it wouldn’t be surprising to run into people who speak some semblance of the language
wherever one might go. Also, with a growing population of the world’s richest companies and
individuals emerging in Spanish and Latin American companies (as well as a fair percentage
of overseas workers emigrating from the said territories), knowing how to speak Spanish is
one way to gain an advantage in an increasingly competitive world.

There isn't really a substitute for taking up formal Spanish lessons in order to be fluent in
the language, but the following concepts might come in handy if you need at least a working
foundation to begin with:

Noun

One thing that makes the Spanish language However, if a noun corresponds to a living
significantly different from the English lan- creature (such as a person or an animal) with
guage is that the former assigns genders to a gender, then the last letter of the noun is
all its nouns, even if they might pertain to changed to reflect this. The Spanish words
gender-neutral things like places, animals or for masculine nouns usually end with the let-
ideas. ter "o,” while those for feminine nouns end
All nouns in the Spanish language are either with the letter "a.”
masculine or feminine, and are correspond- For example, to describe a grandfather
ingly preceded by a noun marker for each in Spanish, you would use the phrase "el
gender. The noun marker “el” is assigned abuelo.” (Note the presence of the noun
to masculine nouns, while the noun marker marker “"el” to denote the masculine gender.
"“la” corresponds to feminine nouns. To describe the feminine counterpart, which
is a grandmother, you would use the phrase
Examples of masculine nouns are as follows: "“la abuela.”
El jardin - “garden” Do take note that there are exceptions to
El libro - “book” this rule, and that it would be helpful to learn
the correct noun marker for each new word
Examples of feminine nouns are as follows: to be on the safe side. This will be especially
La chica - “girl” helpful if you are learning to describe a noun
La libertad - “liberty” that has no particular gender such as a book
("el libro”) or a necktie (“la corbata”).
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