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  FOREWORD




  The School Of Life is educational, inspiring and instructive. It has answers to some of the questions we normally ask why the God of love would sometimes allow brokenness in our lives. The School of Life is a book to read when life gets tough and you feel like backing off. This book is an advice guard because it focuses on how one will successfully handle the challenges of life.




  Azuka Chinonso Igwegbe wrote this book in such a way that it will bring encouragement to a lot of discouraging souls who may be passing through difficult situations. This book also reminds the confused minds and depressed hearts that God is still a loving Father even though he allows some brokenness in their lives.




  




  ―Rev (. Prof.) Vic N. Ronnie




  Carolina Christian University, Lexington




  North Carolina, U.S.A.




  PREFACE




  Before Jesus left this world, he gave us an assurance that will keep us going when things gets tough. "… In the world, you will have troubles, but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world." (John 16:33). God never promised us a smooth sailing, but one thing is very certain, he promises us a safe landing. Jesus did not promise us a stress-free world.




  Being born again does not exempt us from difficulties, disappointments, heartbreak, failures, pains, life challenging situation, etc. We will surely experience those things, but the good news is, “… I have overcome the world.”




  These things must definitely come our ways to make us strong. The School Of Life is designed by God to bring out the best in us. Jesus said, "… except the grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it abides alone."(John 12:24). The School Of Life is a place where God refines us to bring out his deposit in us. As the smith refines gold in the furnace, so does God refines us in the School Of Life. Until you pass through this school, you may not know you carry such great potentials and deposit in you. God sends each and every one of us to this school to bring out his deposit in us.




  INTRODUCTION




  This book teaches us to know that the world is not a bed of roses. Anything good is worth fighting for, and just like Jesus said that, "Since the days of John the Baptist till now, the kingdom of God suffers violence and the violent ones takes it by force." The School Of Life is the place God prepares us ahead of life challenges.




  Biblical quotations were taken from the King James Version (KJV) and the New International Version (NIV). Any other version is otherwise stated at the end of the quote.




  

  
CHAPTER ONE



  GETHSEMANE





  Welcome to “Gethsemane.”Let’s take a look at what Gethsemane means. Gethsemane is a garden across the Kidron valley from Jerusalem. It simply means oil press. But here in this book, I wouldn’t want you to still see it as a garden across the Kidron valley from Jerusalem, but to see it as a garden where God brings out the best in you. If it actually means “Oil press,” then from the pressed oil comes the oil─ (anointing) that breaks the yoke, heals, saves etc., and from that same pressed oil comes the oil of joy and gladness. Until you are crushed or pressed by life, the best of you may not manifest. If Jesus was not exempted from the experience of Gethsemane, then, it shows that none of us is exempt.




  The night before going to the cross, he went there with his disciples. I must tell you, they did not go there to enjoy life. It’s not a place of celebration, but a place of crushing.




  Trust God, after crushing you in ‘Gethsemane,’ you will discover the greatness in you, and the person he created you to be, his oil in you will begin to yield results. It will begin to break all the yokes in your life, your life will also begin to experience the oil of joy and gladness, and you will stop living in the shadow of your dream. Crown awaits you after passing through Gethsemane; it’s a place where the price is paid.




  Never forget that it was in Gethsemane that he said, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death”. (Matt. 26:37). In that same Gethsemane where he prayed: “My Father, if it will be possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will”(Matthew 26:38–39). It was in that same Gethsemane where his sweat was like a drop of blood falling to the ground (Luke 22:44).




  When God takes you to ‘Gethsemane,’ please never expect anyone to help you as you would want him to, never feel disappointed or betrayed when your closest friend refuses to show up for you. When Jesus was there, he expected his disciples to pray along with him, but they could not help though they really wanted to. “…The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” (Matt. 26:41).




  ‘Gethsemane’ is a place where all your prayers may not be answered as you would want them to be, it is also a place where your prayers may not be answered when you want them to be, but don’t worry, God understands how you feel. So when you are there and it seems that God has forgotten your address, or your prayers, never forget that he is up to something uncommon about your life.




  What happens in Gethsemane is the will of the Father and not yours. Lest I forget, all the roads and streets there are not paved with gold, they were constructed with thorns, and that is the reason why one day, you will be forced to pray, “Father, if it will be possible, let this cup pass over me”.




  I hope you still remember that Gethsemane is a garden across the Kidron valley from Jerusalem. So it’s a garden where the Father prunes you. This is what Gethsemane is like. It’s a very long way, rough and slippery, twisted and confusing. Full of ups and downs, but don’t worry, the Savior understands. He will hold you and guide you home. There may be countless valleys, full of thorns and darkness, but never mind; he will shine his light on you to trace your way back home. Hurt? Guaranteed. Broken heart? Very certain. Tears? Unavoidable. Pains? Inescapable, but don’t worry, the Savior understands. He sees, he hears and he is watching.




  Don’t expect anyone to accompany you there, the Savior alone will lead you, and be assured that he will lead you home safely. Days of countless pains will come. Days of loneliness must come. Days of tears, a broken heart, and hurt will come, but be assured that you will not be harmed by any evil. Though you may be wounded, but you will never be defeated.




  Friends will run away, you will be forced to go alone. You will feel hunger and thirst, but never mind, he knows all those things, and you will surely see his faithfulness at the end. He feels your pains because he has been there, that is why he knows how it hurts. He knows the gravity of the burden, and the magnitude of the circumstances on the way, he knows it all one after the other. That is the reason he’s called the “Wounded Messiah.” He walked there alone, but he promised never to leave you nor forsake you till the end.




  Sorrow may try to steal your joy as to weaken you, but never mind, his joy is your strength. Don’t expect the road to be smooth, but don’t worry, the Savior will never allow you to strike your feet against the stone. In the darkest night, fear may try to grip you, but his sweet and awesome presence will take care of that.




  You will certainly come to a point where the enemy will come up like a mighty flood to sweep you away; don’t worry, his Spirit will raise a standard, higher than any standard the enemy’s flood would come in the form of to quench it. The very day you will experience the worst darkest night, like if you are staggering, that will be the day he will hold your hand tightest, lest you miss your steps. When you feel so tired like if you are not going to see the next day, when all the strength in you is gone, and it seems that all his promises are failing, remember! He is still a faithful Father, and he will guide you home.




  All the roads and streets in “Gethsemane” are not paved with gold or diamond. They are not even tarred or interlocked. They are rather constructed with twisted thorns. The sweats there are always in the form of blood. Tears normally flow unceasingly. It is known for agony, pains, tears, fear, doubt, worry, sorrow or grief. It’s always a place where the sound of melodious song begins to fade gradually, the farther you go, the fainter it becomes. It’s a place where the beauties of flowers begin to fade gradually, and the joyful heart begins to sour.




  It’s a place where those you love and trusted the most disappoint and let you down. You will walk in fear and uncertainty because of the circumstances. There you will hurt emotionally and have no desire to breathe anymore.




  Someday in life, you will come to a point where it looks as if God is a liar, and that he does not care anymore, or he does not feel your pains and groan. One day in life you will come to a point where it seems that all the Words of God and his promises are all lies. You will begin to think that all those revelations and words of prophecy specifically given to you are lies and hallucination. One day you will come to a point when all you will be seeing is red light in whatever you put your hands to do.




  At that point, you will be forced to think that God does not love you, that if he does, he would not allow you to be experiencing all these life tormenting problems that constitute themselves as thorns in your flesh. Sadly enough, but truthfully, a day is coming when you will begin to question your faith in God. Someday in this journey, you will feel like going back because of the way things are falling apart. It will look as if you have lost direction of where you are going, and if care is not taken, you may be offended with God. It’s not that you want it that way, but situations forced you to.




  The funny thing there is all these things will be happening when you are doing the right thing, following the godly path, walking in God’s direction, but I must remind you, the disciples of Jesus met storm when they were doing the right thing, doing the work of God, carrying on the great commission, and not when they were disobeying the Word of God, going their own personal business, and doing their own will. I must warn you ahead of time to get ready because you will definitely come to this very point I’m talking about. Don’t grumble when it comes.




  The truth is you may have examined yourself to check whether it’s your fault, but you can’t ascertain the reason, don’t worry. He sees, he knows and he cares. Have you passed this stage I’m talking about, or are you in it right now and you are feeling wounded? The truth is you may be wounded, but you will never be defeated because greater in you is he than he who is in the world. Life may wound you, but it cannot defeat you because Christ has overcome the world. Apostle Paul explicitly wrote in second Corinthians how he was wounded, but not defeated, and that was the period he was in his own “Gethsemane”




   




  We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;




  perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not




  abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We also




  carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that




  the life of Jesus may be revealed in our mortal body.




  For we who are alive are always being given over to




  death for Jesus’ sake…




  2 Cor. 4:8─11 NIV.




  … I have worked much harder, been in prison more




  frequently, been flogged more severely, and been




  exposed to death again and again. Five times I received




  from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I




  was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I




  was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open




  sea. I have been constantly on the move. I have been in




  danger from rivers, in danger from bandits… I have




  labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I




  have known hunger and thirst and have often gone




  without food; I have been cold and naked.




  2 Cor. 11:23─27 NIV.




   




  We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about




  the hardship we suffered in the province of Asia. We




  were under great pressure far beyond our ability to




  endure, so that we despaired even of life. Indeed, in




  our heart we felt the sentence of death. But this happened




  that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who




  raises the death.




  2 Cor. 1:8─9 NIV.




   




  As long as you are still on the right path with God, don’t bother to question your faith. You don’t have to be thinking if it was because of that particular mistake you made in the past that led you to it. Don’t start feeling guilty over the sin the Lord has forgiven and forgotten.




  Whenever you find yourself in this Gethsemane because it’s certain that you will definitely pass through it, I want you to know that the Redeemer lives, he will not permit what is greater than you to come to you. His grace is always very much available in enough measure to see you through till the end of your stay. He will not send you to a place where his grace will not be sufficient for you. When Paul was having the experiences of Gethsemane, God told him that his grace was enough for him (2 Cor.12:9). His grace is always perfect in our weaknesses. Be assured that throughout your stay there his grace will see you through.




   




  HE HOLDS YOUR LIFE




   




  I must warn you, as long as you are in Gethsemane, you will see a lot of things, experience a lot, but don’t worry, he is the pillar that holds your life. When the walls of the economy of your country are collapsing, remember! He is the pillar that holds your life. When you begin to hear the unfavorable sad news of the year, remember! He is the pillar that holds your life.




  When the pillars of your hope are shaking, remember! He is the pillar that holds your life. When the key factor or the major four cardinal points of your future is confusing and uncertain, remember! He is the pillar that holds your life. He still remains the architect of future and the designer of your destiny.




  When the predictions of the experts seem to dominate the cover pages of your national dailies, and everybody is getting worried about the possibility of its occurrence, remember! He is the pillar that holds your life. When sickness is threatening your peace, and the doctor’s report is not encouraging, remember! He is the pillar that holds your life. It is not the financial minister, or the central bank governor of your country that holds your life, they may control, determine, or hold the economy’s growth of your country, but none of them controls, or determines, or holds your life.




  When it seems that tomorrow is too far, even when the devil will begin to whisper to you that you will not see the next day, when you sleep and start getting worried whether you will still wake up the following day, remember! It was not your alarm clock that wakes you up today, it was the pillar that holds your life that woke you up. If you think that it was your alarm clock that wakes you up, try to put it near corpse and see if it will wake. When death will begin to whisper to you that you will die, remember! He is the One that holds your life, and not the spirit of death.




  When your doctor must have made his final conclusion about the state of your health, remember! He is not the one who holds your life. He may hold the Oxygen, or be around to be regulating it, one thing is certain, he is not the one that regulates your breath, or holds your life. He may hold the surgical equipments, but he is not the one who holds your life. He may hold the X-ray result, but he is not the one who holds the result of your life. The Resurrection and Life holds it.




  When an accident occurs, it is not the seat belt that holds one’s life, there is a Pillar that holds life, and Jesus is the Pillar. Above all, since it is not the economy of your country that holds your life, you don’t have to panic when that economy is fluctuating.




  



  
CHAPTER TWO


  
 BACK TO SCHOOL





  When Prophet Samuel finished anointing David, he went back to school─ the bush where God was preparing him. The little break or holidays were over, and it was time to go back to school. It was probably a midterm break, the session was still on, the school has not yet ended, and he has not graduated either, the reason why he went back to the bush where God was teaching him about life was because God has not yet finished with him. He had a lot to learn. David went back to school after the little break he had, so you have no reason to end the school or quit after the little ‘mid term break.’ Or the little rest God gave you. So get ready to go back to school because you still have a lot to learn.




  God cannot continue to be teaching you in the school of life without giving you break or rest because he understands that the human body was never designed to work non-stop. Jesus told his disciples in the book of Mark 6:31, “Come and rest awhile…” God understands the importance of rest to your health, he knows when to give you rest from your work and when to keep you busy. Whenever God takes you to the school of life, don’t keep wondering when you will have rest. Trust him, he knows how much you can handle, and he will never exceed the limit. When he gives you time to rest, make sure you rest, but after the rest or break, make sure you go back to his lecture hall until he is through with you.
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