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This book is going to tell you about practical experience of buying and exploitation of the car Smart. The author concentrates on the points of psychological perception and features of driving a micro car Smart ForTwo.  

 

The book will be useful for all owners and fans of the car named Smart and all other micro cars.

 

 

Chapter 1
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Selecting 

Smart ForTwo

 

 

 



How a «death capsule» became «sphere of life»

 

In my first 6 years of car driving experience I have driven just about 168 thousands kilometers on different car models. A bit more then 100 thousands kilometers from this number is my experience with a micro car Smart ForTwo, at the moment of writing this mini book.

The car Smart ForTwo (451 coupe, 84hp, 2008 year of release) is still my casual car for everyday driving. I drive about 160 kilometers daily for work and life occasions. On vocation this daily number 
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raises up to 800km per day. I’d like to notice, I prefer to drive only in the light time of the day. My last 4 vocations I have spent with my Smart driving around Europe. My first acquaintance with the car named Smart was in the year 2008 in one European car rental company. Just because of the absence of other cars the rental service employee offered me a Smart. Watching my hesitation, he added they made a price reduction if I took the car. If he could he would have given this «death capsule» out for free. 

As there were no other cars available and I had a lot to do, I throw my doubts away and accepted the offer for the next 3 days. 

At that moment of time I didn't know much about that model - Smart ForTwo. I've seen just few articles in AutoBild magazine and some incident promotional videos in Internet. 

But those three days, I spent together with the Smart, made me understand - this is «my car». 

Well, the 100 thousands kilometers I've driven together with my Smart on all kinds of different roads of Europe, have transformed this car for me from «a death capsule», groundlessly called by some people, into my «sphere of life».  

 

 



New Smart changes your gait …

 

I don't want to retell you the history of Smart ForTwo models, you can read it easily in Internet. Moreover, I'm not going to persuade anyone in security and safety of this car and retell all design features of Tridion capsule. This is the work of the car manufacture and test laboratories. I won’t compare advantages and disadvantages of the cars with different engines, configuration and year of release. I cannot ignore the fact that different or even unique Smart suits different people, diverse life conditions and purpose of car’s exploitation. 

I am going to tell you about the «inner» side of Smart ForTwo, hidden from many people; about psychological aspects of choice, preparation and driving features of this car. 

It may also be possible that this material is not the most interesting read of your life, but I hope it will be someway useful for you.  

I understand that for somebody the theme «psychology of car driving» may seem to be a bit boring or even irrelevant in connection with such a small and «easy» car as ultra compact Smart. But you should know from your car driving school that driver’s success and safety is based on 82% on driver's psychological perception of the process of driving, 8% on 
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technical state of the car and 10% on other 
circumstances, traffic participants, weather and etc.   Furthermore, we should not forget the fact, that the process of driving Smart car also has its side of «adventure». Interesting interestingness, emotionally connected with the 

adventure of traveling on this car along different exotic places and countries. 

By the way, about the cool, exotic places, I'm going to tell you in my next book about traveling on the Smart. But for now, let's talk about ultra compact Smart ForTwo from the point of our perception and where its benefits are and at the end of the book we are going to discuss some rules of efficient driving of the micro cars. 

 

 



Which Smart better not to buy

 

In life of every Smart owner there are two happy moments: the moment he buys the Smart and the moment he sells it. 
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I can tell you that if you want to buy the car Smart ForTwo only with the purpose of saving the fuel, it may be possible, that the practical result of this buy, in your case, won't be always satisfying.

If you want to buy a Smart because of any other reason, I would recommend buying the one with maximal engine power. More power – more joy! Don't you agree? 

However it is not my task to explain you all technical characteristics of the car, it is the job of the showroom employee.  

We are going to talk about the Smart which doesn’t worth buying from the point of view of “psychology of possession” and “psychology of interaction” with the car in the next years of your life. 

Usually the time of exploitation of the car is about two or three years, after this period of time 69% of Smart owners change this car to the newer one or the one of fresh year of release.

But for the next two years or even more, the Smart will definitely become a part of your life. As this car has a very small size, psychologically the owner-driver of the Smart gets used to the size of the car very quickly, he begins to perceive the form of the car as his own «second shell of the body». 

This process creates a positive resonance between the car and its driver. Or better to call it «positive resonance of molded waves». It can be recognized by the fast adaptation to the car, a feeling of affection to your car and even by the sympathy of other people to your car. 

 

Besides the fact, that the form-factor of Smart gets easily in touch with a positive resonance of a form-wave curve of a human's body and it is being percept by the owner as a part of himself, you shouldn't take too big and unnecessary risk buying and even looking at the car if you know that:

 

•former owner of the car died a violent death;

•he has been in prison for a serious crime;

•he has died from a long and terrible illness;

•he is a part of a criminal circle;

•this car has been in a serious accident and/or killed any people;

•there was a crime committed in the cabin of this car;

•the car has car parts installed took from stolen or crashed cars;

 

Except for these, you can take a closer look at any other Smarty you like on the picture in Internet.  
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Choosing the Smart color 

 

The color of the Smart should be chosen individually for the main driver of the car. I wouldn't mean the personal likes and preferences here. For some drivers the bright colors are the best suitable Smart colors and some drivers should better choose dark or neutral colors for their cars.  For example, I drive a blue Smart. But for me, according to my psychological type and personal preferences, the orange color, neon green or white colors would suit best. Doubtless, I can use a car of any color, but exactly these colors will make me happy and stimulate me positive way.  

 

Another good thing you should remember, whatever color your Smart ForTwo has, you always can change it changing plastic panels of the Smart. If the color you need (or want) is not in a standard offer, you always can paint the panels in a color you want.
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