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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand




    Author Name: Helen Simonson




    Time it was written: 2004 - 2009




    Place it was written: Washington




    First publication: March 2, 2010




    Publisher: Random House




    Narrator: Third Person




    Point of view: Third Person




    Tone: political and philosophical, sometimes understated and sometimes loud humor, charming, witty and wise, satirical, descriptive




    Tense: Past




    Setting (Time): 2000s




    Setting (Place): Edgecombe St. Mary, Sussex, England




    Protagonist: Major Ernest Pettigrew




    Theme: morality, religious tolerance, modern manners versus tradition, racial and cultural issues, power of love




    Motif: grief, insensitiveness, bursts of humor, culture, tradition, religion, globalization, familial issues


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Helen Simonson is an Englishwoman. She was born in England on October 23, 1963, (7) and her teenage years were spent in a sleepy village in East Sussex, near Rye, a 14th century port from which the seashore had given up years ago. The port used to be home to smugglers but is now a member of the Cinque Ports, (1) a confederation of coastal town ports in Kent and Sussex. According to Simonson, living in the village is an English dream, as well as a writer’s dream. She called it a literary country because famous English authors like Henry James (at Lamb House, Rye), Rudyard Kipling (at Batemans, Burwash) and Virginia Woolf (at Monk’s House, near Lewes) used to live there. The heritage they left along with writers Edith Wharton, Vita Sackville-West, Monica Dickens, Jane Austen, and W. Somerset Maugham were inspirations to her as a writer. (1) (7)
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