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Imagine a world where many of the best-known innovations were not planned, but the result of chance and curiosity.

Do you know what that world is? Our world.

Many of the inventions we use in our daily lives have their origins in unexpected moments, when scientists, engineers and inventors stumbled upon brilliant solutions while pursuing other goals.

From the creation of Penicillin to the discovery of X-rays, and from Microwaves to Hot Air Balloons, our world is full of fascinating stories of happy accidents that have revolutionized the way we live.

Embark on a journey through the incredible world of accidental inventions. This book will reveal 25 unique stories of how the unexpected, mistakes and curiosity gave rise to technologies and products that changed the course of history. These inspiring stories celebrate human creativity and remind us that sometimes it's through trial and error that we end up finding the most brilliant solutions.

Discover how chance can combine with creativity. Welcome to the world of 'Accidental Inventions'.
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Post-it notes

In 1968, Spencer Silver was working at the 3M company in Minnesota, USA, with the aim of creating a highly resistant glue. 

However, he ended up developing the exact opposite: a very weak adhesive glue that could stick to surfaces, but also be easily removed without leaving any residue.

Initially, the weak adhesive glue that Silver developed didn't seem to have any practical application. For years, 3M was unable to find any use for this invention.

Several years later, in 1974, a co-worker of Spencer Silver's called Art Fry used to sing in his church choir. He was often annoyed because his paper bookmarks wouldn't stick to the music book and kept falling out. It was then that he remembered the weak adhesive glue invented by Silver. Fry and Silver started working together. They applied the weak adhesive glue to strips of paper and created what we now know as Post-it. 

After some time of development and testing, 3M launched Post-it notes on the market in 1980. These sticky notes quickly became very popular because they were easy to use and very versatile.

Curiosities

Traditionally produced in yellow, Post-it notes are usually used for temporary notes in diaries, notebooks, on walls and elsewhere.

However, there are many other ways to use Post-it notes, here are a few ideas to further explore their potential.

Mind maps: you can use Post-it notes to create mind maps and organize your ideas.

Design Thinking: use Post-it notes to map out problems and solutions in Design Thinking projects.

Planning: use them to make strategic plans and help you make decisions.

Kanban: you can also use Post-it notes to create a Kanban board (a task management tool) and visualize the workflow.

These are just a few of the many ways you can use the Post-it notes. 

Experiment and discover new ways to be creative using this tool!
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Microwaves

The microwave was a domestic innovation that transformed the way people cook and heat food. 

However, this culinary revolution began thanks to an accidental laboratory error. 

In 1945, Raytheon engineer Percy Spencer was working on a magnetron, a radar component that was used during the Second World War. 

While experimenting with the device, he noticed something very strange: a chocolate bar in his pocket had melted without him understanding how it had happened.

Intrigued, Spencer began to investigate this anomaly and discovered that the magnetron emitted microwaves, which had the effect of heating food very quickly.

This discovery led to the development of the first microwave oven.

This invention was patented as early as 1945, although it took some time for this new technology to become accessible to the general public.

Curiosities

Size: the first microwave ovens were huge, weighing around 340 kg and costing more than 2,000 dollars. They were mainly used in restaurants, hospitals and train stations.

Popularization: microwaves only became popular in homes in the 1970s and 1980s, when their size decreased and prices became more affordable.

Other discoveries: the microwave led to other culinary innovations, such as microwave popcorn, which became very popular in the 1980s.

How it works: Microwaves use microwaves to heat food. Microwaves cause the water molecules in food to vibrate, creating heat. This allows food to be heated from the inside out.
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