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  DEDICATION




  The book is dedicated to all the tweens, teens and fathers. My hope for this book is that it contributes to the robustness in the discussions and debates on the role fathers play in the upbringing of children; the importance of family as a nucleus for balanced and healthy communities; and a contribution to the building of healthy societies.
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  INTRODUCTION




  Bobo was born in Kofiti to poor parents of the Noko clan. The majority of the Kofiti people were well to do. Of all the poor people in Kofiti, the Noko clan were in the majority. Rumour has it that many generations past, a powerful witch cast a spell and cursed Bobo’s great-great-great grandparents to severe poverty and no one was able to break the curse.




  




  The fortunes of Bobo who was married to Mankidi however changed when their son, Tau was born. Villagers and well-wishers brought cattle, goats, sheep, and grain as presents for the boy. One family donated a field. Tau was a special child and the only child of Bobo and Mankidi. He was brought up in an environment of love and respect. His parents encouraged him as he was growing up to be generous, humble, fearless, respectful, loving, critical and objective when dealing with other people. He grew up to be an intelligent, influential, balanced and respected young man, full of wisdom.




  




  Tau learned to negotiate and debate issues at an early age. He became an articulate speaker. It did not take long before his abilities caught the attention of the elders in the village. He was identified by the elders and recommended to join the King’s advisors. He did well on every assignment the King gave him and he gained the king’s trust and the respect of other advisers.




  




  Tau got married to Moshibudi and they had five children, three girls and two boys. Over time he was promoted to be a chief elder. Now, Tau was an outspoken, fearless, influential chief elder who was against polygamy and the mistreating of women and children. The King wanted to have a second wife because his wife, the Queen was growing older. He knew that the move would be vehemently opposed by Tau and other council members.




  




  The King planned to kill his wife so that he could marry a beautiful young woman old enough to be his daughter. The plan was intercepted by Tau who sought not to expose the King but chose to confront the King himself so that no one else could know about it. He wanted to protect the King.




  




  Kosi, the witch, was one of the elders and the King’s confidantes. Since the King could not convince the elders to allow him to take another wife, the king looked for ways to get rid of Tau. Kosi had an ambition to become a chief elder and so used witchcraft to help the King to eliminate Tau. Tau was a wealthy man. He had huge fields, huge herds of cattle, and a large number of male servants. He was intelligent, influential and was loved by most people in Kofiti.




  




  Kosi’s offer to help the King to permanently remove Tau was a perfect one since no evidence was going to be left to implicate the King. Kosi’s first plan was to employ witchcraft to destroy Tau’s wealth. This plan was intended to make sure that Tau does not rise up again. The spell was cast on Tau’s household by Kosi. Tau’s livestock was struck by lightning daylight, sorghum fields were destroyed by fire, and wife and three daughters suddenly fell sick and died. On hearing the news about his family and livestock, Tau collapsed and died of heart attack.
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