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Characters


	Anya _daughter


	Mr. John Smith –Husband


	Ms. Lucy Smith-Wife


	Michael-Brother 1


	Robin-Brother 2


	Mr. James-Childhood doctor


	Mr. Richard-Guest and Saint


	Philip, Jackson-Crush


	Venus-Philip’s girlfriend


	David-Anya’s friend


	Rosie, Julie-Anya’s aunt’s daughter


	Nancy-Anya’s roommate


	Janet-Anya’s dinner mate


	Tom-Guy1 Anya’s dinner mate


	Harry- Guy2 Anya’s dinner mate


	Steward-Harry’s doctor


	Abraham Gomes, Zina Gomes, William Gomes-Anya’s family


	Jacob-Anya’s first boss


	Simone- Jacob’s secretary


	Sherlock-Anya’s current boss


	Dinah-Anya’s cousin sister (Pinky)


	Elisha- Anya’s cousin sister (Rinky)


	This is a story of an Indian girl Anya who is born in a family with all the materialistic things and lacks love and affection. At every stage of her life she tries to find happiness by achieving good education, job and success but is unable to fill in the void within her. Every relation ends up hurting her at some or the other point of time. Many of the men folk misunderstand her conversations as she treats everyone in fact the whole world as a family. She traverses the entire life’s journey alone, struggles and slowly realizes that true joy lies within herself. It is a path of self-discovery of one’s own strengths which finally leads to the gateway of the divine.


	 




 


	1. Childhood


	 


	Anya was born in a self-sufficient family with her brother Michael. Her father Mr. John Smith got an opportunity to travel every two or three years. Lucy, John’s wife and Anya’s mother looked after all the household tasks. One morning Anya saw her mother crying and asked “Mom are you fine?”. Her mom said “Yes child, don’t worry”. Being a small child Anya did not understand much. The house where this family lived was surrounded by trees and mountains. It had flowers and birds chirping during the day. The house was a mansion and outside were a bus, jeeps and cars. Anya and her brother Michael went to school daily by a different vehicle. After school they were taken to their father’s office where everyone treated them like princess and prince. It felt good to be loved like this by all. At home there were servants to take care of Anya and Michael. Everything seemed perfect to Anya in terms of facilities. The area where they lived was surrounded by tribes and Anya often saw the tribals dancing around fire in the night with a spear. The tribes spoke a local language and one day when Anya asked an elderly lady who knew a bit of English to teach her the language, the lady refused. Anya was a young child of about eight years and did not hesitate to ask the reason. The lady said “There are many tribes in this area. Every tribe has their own language and also a common language to speak to other tribes. The common one can be taught to only those who are from this area and local one only to the tribes of that clan.” She continued “You are a foreigner and we cannot teach this to you.” Anya failed to understand the ground and distinction made due to the origin but remained silent. Michael on the other hand was younger to Anya by two years and was fond of spear. He started holding the spear and screamed “Huh Huh “like the tribes. He also wore the shawl on his lower body and a necklace around his neck. His upper body being uncovered like the tribes. The necklace was made of bones of fish. On seeing this, Mr. John got wild. He hit Michael. Anya was terrified and developed fear towards her father.


	Mr. John was at home rarely as he had to travel to other places for work. One day when Anya and Michael returned from school there was no one at home. The servant asked them to change, have dinner and read them a story. Anya missed her mother Lucy Smith. Michael did as was told and fell fast asleep while Anya could not. She went out and it was dark. She looked at the sky and found some stars as well as the moon. After a long wait, she came into the house and waited for her mother. The door opened after sometime and she saw Lucy with Mr. John Smith.” Mom where have you been?” asked Anya. John replied “You remember Dr. Abraham?”. Anya nodded. He said” There was a robbery at their place. Mom and I had been there. They were upset as everything was stolen by thieves and police had many questions in store for them. They needed moral support”. Anya wondered “What moral support is?”. She then thought “Maybe it is for elders”. However she was happy to see her mother and soon fell asleep on her bed. Every day Anya came home with Michael who changed his clothes after coming from school and started playing. One day John came home early which surprised Anya and Michael. He called both Anya and Michael, smiled at them and said “Soon you will have a brother or sister”. Anya asked “Where from?”. Michael said “Brother is good. I will teach him how to hunt animals”. John replied “Michael you are supposed to study and become an educated as well as an intellectual. I do not expect you to be a hunter. Next time I hear this from you again, you will be hit”. Michael made a face and ran out of the room. Anya asked her father again “Where will my brother or sister come from?”. John replied “From the hospital. Your mother has gone there “.Anya thought maybe like we buy fruits, vegetables, chocolates from shops, hospitals give brother or sister. She waited eagerly for her sibling. Three more days passed by and Anya was taken to hospital with Michael by John on the fourth day. Anya saw a tiny kid beside her mom and asked “who is this?”. John and Lucy smiled. Lucy said “He is your brother Anya”. Anya was happy to see the kid whose eyes were closed. She came back home and asked Michael “Hey brother what do we call the young child from the hospital?”. Both of them spoke for a long time about different names and chose Robin. They ran to their father and excitedly told John “Dad we will name the boy from hospital Robin”. John nodded. After two days Lucy came back home with Robin.


	Anya and Michael spent most of their time with Robin after school. Anya emulated her mother’s way of carrying Robin whenever she was at home. Before leaving for school, the two met the sibling and after return also they rushed to meet Robin who had become the center of attraction of Smith family. Every day when Anya and Michael left for school, Robin would cry. On their return he would be overjoyed. One fine day Lucy was alone with all the three children. John had gone out of town for office work. A group of men stormed into their house and started searching for John. Lucy replied that” he is not there”. They searched the Almira’s ,removed all clothes ,turned everything upside down and told Lucy to tell John to open the petrol pump that had been sealed. Lucy and all kids were scared. On John’s return, Lucy narrated the incident and asked for an explanation to which John replied that “I have sealed a petrol pump belonging to a rich man as there was more adulteration. So I guess they came here in a fit of rage”. Lucy compelled John to leave the place early with the family while he asked her to be calm. The matter settled down in a few days after the petrol pump owner paid fine for his mistake and the petrol pump was made operational again. John and Lucy had regular parties at home where neighboring families of doctors and engineers came. One fine day, a local tribal man came with a basket full of dry fish which were small in size and told John “it is a gift for Christmas”. John was at a party when his friend accompanied him. His friend said immediately said “Thank you” and accepted the basket. The man smiled and left. John looked at his friend and said “I was going to refuse the gift”. His friend a locality said “John these tribals are highly sensitive. They are great friends as well as worst enemies. The person fondly gave fish; if you would refuse it would have hurt him. So I took it”. John still could not understand his friend’s logic but remained quiet. Sometimes it is better to avoid few conversations he thought if it makes someone happy. Christmas was approaching and in the evening Anya found a band of youngsters with guitars at her home. They sang carols. John and Lucy parted with a small amount for decoration at the church. On hearing the carols, Anya also started humming the songs. Lucy heard her daughter and said “wow you sing well “.It was then did Anya realize that she could sing. She went out of the house at night and saw lights all over the area. All houses seemed to be decorated with lights on Christmas trees. It was a lovely sight but was getting colder. She stayed for a while and then came in. In the morning Lucy woke up Anya and said “Hey you are getting late for school”. Anya hurriedly got up, dressed and left for school. At school there was audition for a group of children who could sing carols in the church near the school. Anya participated and sang the lines she had picked up from the band. She was selected to sing at the church and her happiness knew no bounds. It was the first time in her life, she had done something apart from studies. In the night, while she said her prayers before sleeping, she wondered “Have discovered my hidden talent”. She fell asleep dreaming to become a famous singer one day.


	 




 


	2. Teenage-Full of confusion


	 


	Anya passed her seventh grade with flying colors. She had been recognized at home as an intellectual who sang well. Michael was known for his mischiefs and was always fired by John. John was short tempered and all at home had developed a fear towards him. Robin received the maximum affection from all. Anya forgot all her worries on seeing Robin smile. She carried him and played with him dreaming to have a lovely child like him on growing up. As she grew up she found that there was something missing in her life. The family by this day had moved to a new place. She tried to speak to her neighbors but realized that they were not so friendly. At school too her classmates kept away as others had all studied together since childhood while she was a new entrant. Anya slowly started feeling lonely. At home also the atmosphere was not very congenial. Her parents fought frequently and Anya found her mother in tears very often. She saw other people’s houses and gathered that there was happiness in every home except hers. Sometimes she and Michael did not feel like studying but on hearing John’s car, they opened the books and pretended to study. Michael had slowly started getting low marks and John on seeing his report card shouted at Lucy. He said Ï leave home to earn and you cannot even take care of the children.” Lucy replied “John you are away for a month; come for two days and go again. I have to manage the whole household alone”. John looked at Anya who was trembling with fear. He said can’t you teach your brother?”. Anya said “Yes dad I will”. That night she could not sleep as lot of fear had entered deep within her. Anya seemed to have gone away from her childhood and had grown up. Time passed by and Anya continued to teach Michael. She also studied for herself not because she longed to but due to her father’s fear. In the ninth grade, her father got her a cycle. Michael snatched it away and started riding it. After six months he gave the bicycle back to Anya. Robin had also reached second grade and Anya started coaching Robin too. She learnt how to ride the cycle, fell many times but managed and started going to school by cycle. Now Michael and Robin had been shifted to boy’s school and Anya had started going to a girl’s school. All around her house including Lucy had now started telling Anya that next year she would be facing the board exam. Anya had grown up but was still very innocent. She believed everything that everyone said and had developed a perception that the world is a perfect place with lovely people and it was only her house which was imperfect with lack of love in it. The three children appeared for exams and had school holidays. Lucy asked John to take them to their native place where the children could meet their cousins and spend some time with the extended family. John grudgingly agreed and everyone went. The three children met their cousin brothers and sisters who had gathered during holidays. Everyone asked Anya what course she would opt for after tenth grade. Anya never thought about it and said Ï do not know. What about you all?”. Her cousin sister replied “Well I will take up science and become a doctor”. Anya registered this. The three children returned back home after spending a month meeting all friends and relatives. Lucy had bought some very stylish and expensive skirts as well as frocks for Anya. The three children re-joined their school. Anya was now in tenth grade and had started going by cycle to extra classes. She wore the most beautiful printed skirt with frills top. Lucy was very happy to see her beautifully dressed daughter. Anya took her cycle and started riding it to the class. After some distance, she was stopped by a gang of boys. They whistled and touched her cycle. Anya was embarrassed by their behavior and her heart had started beating very fast. She was so terrified that could not even scream. It appeared as if she had lost her voice. Some people scream out of fear and others cannot react and remain silent. She fell into the second category. When there was no reaction, the gang of boys went away. Anya thanked god for saving her. She rode the bike and fell down after some steps. She hurt her knee, there was blood oozing out of her knee. In a hurry, she stood up and tied a handkerchief on her knee. After the class, Anya cycled back home. She could feel piercing pain on her knee and was sad too due to the boys’ comments. On reaching home, she hurried to the bathroom, cleaned her wound and applied ointment. She cried for a while and then washed her face. During dinner, her mother asked “Anya why are your eyes so red?”. Anya replied “Something entered my eyes and have washed them with water”. Anya ate her food with a heavy heart. After dinner, she went to her room, switched off the lights. Tears rolled out of her eyes. She asked herself “God why did those boys tease me? I am so embarrassed and hurt. Please do not let this happen again.” She fell asleep after sometime. Next day she was woken up by the maid. She said “Yeah am getting up in five minutes”. After sometime Anya was shaken by her mother who said “child you are late for school. Wake up.” Anya got up hurriedly dressed quickly and left. At school she did not feel very good too. The next day Anya could not get up from the bed. She felt heavy headache. When her mother came to wake her up, she touched Anya’s head and said “You have high fever. Sleep for a while”. Anya fell asleep. She was woken up by her mother. She woke up with difficulty and after freshening up and was given soup. She had the not so tasty soup, medicine of fever and slept. Two days passed but her fever did not subside. Her mother forcefully took her to a doctor. Anya hated to see the doctor and therefore avoided any such meeting. The doctor saw her and asked for some details. Then he looked at her knee. The wound had been covered by cells. He asked her about it. She said “I fell down while cycling but now it’s healing, that’s why it is covered naturally”. She tried to hide her knee but he held it pushing her hand away. Then he asked the nurse to get some cotton. Anya had no idea what was going to happen. When the nurse got the cotton, the doctor removed the covering of Anya’s knee with it. Anya screamed with pain. On pulling it out, pus oozed from the wound. She wept. He then cleaned all the pus, applied a lotion that brought burning sensation on her knee. She thought she will die. The pain was awful. She kept crying. To make matters worse, the doctor asked the nurse to get an injection. Anya pleaded the doctor to leave her. Her mother consoled Anya but she was hysterical. She was given the injection forcefully. Anya thought “How heartless is this doctor. He does not even realize the pain I am going through”. The doctor pacified Anya and said “You have fever because of the wound. It would have become septic. So I had to clean it and give you an injection too. Now your fever will subside in a day or two”. Anya was in no mood to talk to the doctor. She made a face and left the clinic. After two days, she recovered and started going to school. It was such a horrifying experience. She studied, played, ate and slept well every day. She thanked god for all the good things. Anya after giving her tenth grade exams went to meet her cousins during the holidays. Her cousins during various occasions advised her to take science as a subject and become a doctor or an engineer. Anya had no idea what to become and thought it was a great thing to study science. She was thoroughly confused whether to become a singer, fighter pilot or an engineer. However she had heard her mother sing praises of her cousins who were engineers. She wanted her mother to praise her too so after the holidays of two months, decided to take up science and become a doctor or an engineer. She chose science and told her parents as well as siblings about this decision. All were happy and this made her cheerful too. Slowly she had started finding happiness in her family’s joys and forgot about her own. The holidays got over and Anya moved to the eleventh grade. She studied seriously. One day the teacher asked all students to get a cockroach for dissection as a part of course curriculum. Anya asked her teacher “Where will I get a cockroach from?”. Her teacher replied “You will find one in the bathroom “. Anya went home and freshened up. After having snacks, she went to the bathroom. She looked everywhere but could not find any cockroach. She waited for four hours in the bathroom for the cockroach but it never came. The next day with a sullen face she told her friends how she couldn’t find the cockroach. One of her friend’s said “I have two cockroaches, so you can have one “.Anya took the cockroach which was in a box and kept it on her desk. The dissection was to begin during the second class. After the first class, the teacher came with dissection tool box which was given to every student in the class. She took out her cockroach, explained the procedure and asked all to follow every step she did. She explained that the color of cockroach’s blood is white. All the students followed the teacher step by step. By the end of the class everyone was able to understand the internal parts of the cockroach. Anya felt sick after the class. She did not know dissection was tough psychologically .The fact that a creature was killed for knowledge made her feel guilty. With a heavy heart she sat for the next class but her mind kept thinking about the cockroach all the time. She said to herself “What did the poor creature do to get killed?”. She was silent even during the lunch break. This time was a favorite of all her friends and she normally chirped during this short break. Her silence bothered her friends who enquired “What is wrong Anya? Why are you so unusually quiet?”. Anya replied “Nothing buddies”. The day passed by and Anya went home. Before sleeping she prayed to god asking for forgiveness. Time passed and Anya now moved to the twelfth grade. She knew that this was the most crucial time of her life as it would decide her career. As she was interested in becoming a doctor, she studied hard. She spent her time attending coaching classes. In the morning was math then school, after which physics followed on alternate days. The next day began with chemistry was in the morning and biology in the evening. The syllabus was vast as well as tough. She had to slog every day and books were her life .While sleeping she revised all that had been taught during the day. She fell fast asleep even without saying her night prayers. After a month’s time, the teacher at school said that the students will have to dissect a frog the next day. Anya was worried. The next day all were given a frog and dissection kit. The teacher taught them the procedure and all followed it. Anya felt unwell and started trembling with fear. After the class, she went to the bathroom and washed her hands as well as face several times. She skipped her lunch and attended the rest of the classes without being attentive. She went to the coaching class but could not concentrate. After her daily routine Anya entered her room at home, closed the door and cried. The very thought that she had killed a living being hurt her. She said to herself “I have committed a murder .The only difference is that the poor creature cannot speak”. She did not have dinner. Lucy persuaded her to have something but she refused and could get away as John was not at home. The next day Anya continued to be pensive .One thing started becoming clear that maybe she was not suitable to become a doctor. Due to her hectic schedule, she became very serious, stopped smiling or even talking to people. She had started taking life very seriously. John always told her “Life is very hard. You have all the facilities and therefore must make the most of it “. Six months passed. One day on reaching home Anya found her mother in pain. She asked “Mom what is wrong with you?” Her mother said “See I have developed a boil on my shoulder”. Anya saw the boil which was large in size. She took her mother to the doctor. The doctor in front of Anya pierced the boil with a sharp knife. Pus oozed out of the boil and then blood started coming out. Anya felt as if she was going to faint after the painful sight. The doctor cleaned the area, applied tincture, bandaged and gave some medicines. Anya now was sure that just looking at anyone’s health issues disturbed her and therefore she could never become a doctor. She had made up her mind not to join the doctor’s profession at any cost. She brought Lucy home, made her rest on the bed and asked the servant to give her vegetable soup. Anya gave her medicines after the soup and Lucy lay on the bed in pain. Michael and Robin her brothers came and saw their mother groaning with pain. They then went to the living room, sat quietly, had dinner, went off to their rooms to sleep. Michael had become very mischievous and troubled everyone at home. On the other hand, Robin was calm and followed every advice given by the elders. He was an ideal son and brother too. Anya loved Robin and disliked Michael as he hit her, pulled her hair and hid her books. But the family was still content and happy .The atmosphere was free when John was away but there was silence during his presence. Anya continued to slog for the entrance exams. She had completed her syllabus in six months. The only drawback was she got worried .After almost spending eight months in the twelfth grade, Anya came home and lay on the bed. Her body was aching. The next day she had fever. Her mother came to wake her up and found her head was hot. She took Anya to the doctor who took a blood sample from her arm. The very sight of blood made her sicker. After the blood was collected in the tube, she went towards the sink to wash her hands. She didn’t know what happened as she fainted. When she opened her eyes, she was in the patient’s bed. She walked with great difficulty towards the car and was taken home. She spent the whole day sleeping except for food and medicines. Lucy called the doctor the next day and asked “Dr. James hope Anya’s report has come. Please indicate her health condition”. All Anya could hear after this was “Oh, all right and fine “. Lucy kept the phone down and saw Anya staring at her. She went to her daughter and said “You have typhoid and will have to rest for fifteen days”. Anya was terrified. From the next day till about ten days, she was given boiled food and medicines after which she was taken to the doctor’s clinic. Anya was scared when the doctor came to see her. He saw her and checked her by placing the stethoscope. Anya took deep breaths as told by the doctor. After the checkup Dr. James smiled and Anya and told Lucy “She is fine now but a little weak. She can join school from tomorrow but must be careful”. Then he looked at Anya and spoke “You must not drink water from outside. Carry filtered and boiled water. Also eat boiled food for a month. Your immune system is weak at the moment”. Anya nodded and heaved a sigh of relief after coming out of the clinic. At last she did not have to visit the horrible place again. From the next day, she went to school. She followed the advice given by the doctor. After coming home she laughed with Robin who cracked jokes and began studying. She found that she had almost forgotten everything. In the evenings she spent some time teaching her brothers Michael and Robin. At a very young age, she had been given a lot of responsibilities, she wondered. She longed to be free and happy like he friends but found that no one at home realized what she actually wanted. Anya’s exams now came close by. She started studying even harder. She gave the exams and then rested for a week. After a week she started preparing for the entrance exams. She studied and appeared for the exams conducted by various graduation schools. After a month of highly busy schedule, she felt as if a mountain had been lifted from her head. By this time, many of her friends had boyfriends and went out with them. There was no one to enjoy life with Anya. She did not have any time to find one nor did she encourage any guy to have conversation with her. She felt alone. Michael and Robin had their own friends. Her mother was busy with her own friend circle and her father away from home most of the time. She watched some television, pitied herself and slept. She woke up the next morning with nothing much to do. She could hear voices from the neighboring room. She understood that her parents were fighting again. Anya felt sad, rushed to the bathroom and locked the door. She sat inside for a while, freshened up and came out. On coming out of the bathroom, the voices had faded .She woke up Michael and Robin and helped them get dressed up. All the three went to her parent’s room and found Lucy in tears. She felt sorry and was angry with her father but due to fear could not say anything. John had left the house and all three of them listened to her mother’s story. Anya longed for peace in her life .She was spending most of the time taking care of her mother and brothers. She also thought “I will never marry. There are only problems .I will live peacefully alone”. However she kept this thought to herself. But she longed to be loved and this remained a distant dream. She wrote few lines in her diary that night “Never hurt a heart that cares. Who knows you may never meet them again to say sorry. Words once said can never be taken back.” She promised to herself never to hurt anyone or say something wrong and wished her father had not brought tears in her mother’s eyes. One day John came home with a guest. The guest smiled at Anya, Michael, Robin and greeted Lucy. Anya found a pull towards the elderly guest. He appeared very calm and composed. John introduced him as Richard and said “He is a high rank police officer “. All the children had expected a police officer to be stern, rude and tough. But Richard was different. His face shone as he spoke to all. Anya played chess with him. Michael and Robin showed their rooms to Richard. He had dinner with the family, caringly shook hands with all and left. Anya found affection, peace and happiness with Richard’s presence. She lay on the bed thinking about the wonderful time all had and felt this day was special. Anya named Richard as her Godfather. After a month, Anya’s results were announced. She had scored fairly well .Everyone at home congratulated her. But John expected her to score more .He repeated “Life is hard, you have all the facilities and therefore make the most of it”. This irritated Anya but she was quiet. She found her father the most dissatisfied person all the time. She called up Richard and said “I have scored well in my twelfth exams”. Richard heard her complaints for some time and then said “Congratulations. May god bless you”. Anya was full of positivity after speaking to Richard. After ten days her entrance results were announced. Anya managed to get admission in engineering as well as medicine. She was sure that medicine was not her piece of cake .John persuaded her but she shared her thoughts with Lucy. Lucy managed to convince John with Richard’s intervention. Anya had already shared her fear for medicine with Richard. Finally after lot of fights and struggle at home she managed to join an engineering course instead of medicine.
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