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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    Props and Sets




    Book Title: No Death, No Fear: Comforting Wisdom for Life




    Author Name: Thich Nhat Hanh




    Time it was written: Not Specified




    Place it was written: Not Specified




    First publication: August 1, 2002




    Publisher: Riverhead




    Narrator: First Person




    Point of view: Thich Nhat Hanh




    Tone: Insightful, meditative, story-telling, full of sense and clarity, wise




    Tense: Present




    Setting (Time): Not Specified




    Setting (Place): Not Specified




    Protagonist: Thich Nhat Hanh




    Theme: Buddhism, Buddha, Christ, Christianity, Death, Life, Impermanence, Holy Spirit, Kingdom of God, Nirvana, Spiritual Teachings




    Motif: grief, parable, poems, short stories, peace, mantra


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Thich Nhat Hanh was born Nguyen Xuan Bao on October 11, 1926 in the city of Quang Ngai in Central Vietnam. He entered Tu Hieu Temple monastery near Hue, Vietnam at the age of 16 as a novitiate in Buddhism. His primary teacher was Dhyana Master Thanh Quy Chan That. He received training in Zen and the Mahayana school of Buddhism in Bao Quoc Buddhist Academy and was ordained as a monk in 1949. He assumed the Dharma name Thich Nhat Hanh, wherein Thich is an honorary family name that says he has become part of the Shakya (Shakyamuni Buddha) clan. (2) (5)




    He became editor-in-chief of Vietnamese Buddhism, the periodical of the Unified Vietnam Buddhist Association (Giao Hoi Phat Giao Viet Nam Thong Nhat) in 1956. In the years that followed, he founded La Boi Press, the Van Hanh Buddhist University in Saigon and the School of Youth for Social Service (SYSS). SYSS is a neutral corps of Buddhist peace workers who went to rural areas to establish schools, built healthcare clinics and helped rebuild war-torn villages. In 1960, he went to the US to study comparative religion at Princeton University, being appointed as a lecturer in Buddhism at Columbia University. He was fluent in French, Chinese, Sanskrit, Pali, Japanese and English by then. He went back to Vietnam to help his fellow monks in non-violent peace efforts in 1963. He taught Buddhist Psychology and Prajnaparamita Literature at the Van Hanh Buddhist University, a private institution that focused on Buddhist studies, Vietnamese culture and languages. When he went back to the US in 1966 after Van Hanh Union students in 1965 called for North and South Vietnam to reunite and stop the war and help Vietnamese people live in peace and respect, he left Sister Chan Khong in charge of SYSS. But a chancellor who opposed him and SYSS took over Van Hanh University and accused the sister of being a communist. Without taking sides in the conflicts, harassment from authorities and despite struggles with funds after the accusation, the SYSS steadfastly continued in their relief efforts in Vietnam.
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