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      This collection of poems is dedicated in honor of my three cats, Stripey, Harry, and Hermione and to the memories of all the cats before them. It’s also dedicated to my mother who taught me how to love and care for animals.

      

      Some of these poems are funny; others are sad, but they all reflect the special nature of cats. Cat lovers will recognize the different personalities and traits that they are familiar with and enjoy in their own cats.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            MY MOTHER’S CATS

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        
        My earliest memories

        were of my mother’s cats

        the lost and the strays

        those she fed outside

        those she kept

        those she gave away.

      

        

      
        There were always cats in our house, it seems

        tabbies, shorthairs, Siamese

      

        

      
        We had litters of kittens

        a few older cats

        some were thin

        others fat.

      

        

      
        A few lived with us long

        a few very short

        they were each special

        I thought.

      

        

      
        My mother’s cats

        were my friends

        a young child, almost an only

        they kept me company.

      

        

      
        My mother’s cats

        knew when I was sad or sick

        They comforted me with purrs and licks

      

        

      
        My mother taught me

        how to care for them

        the special bond of a furry friend

      

        

      
        We cried together

        when they died

        buried them in our backyard

      

        

      
        My love of cats was born in childhood

        raised over years

        by a woman so good

      

        

      
        Now that she’s gone

        I know what she left me

        a heart full of love for all felines

        along with the memories.

      

        

      

      

      
        
        *This poem is dedicated to Florence Smiloff, my cat loving mother, who passed away in 2018.
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            KITTY, LITTLE GIRL, AND PUMPKIN
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        The summer I was five,

        my mother and I

        found a lost cat in the park.

        She was gray with a white streak down her nose.

        We took her home.

      

        

      
        In October,

        Kitty gave birth in my closet.

        I named one of the kittens Pumpkin

        even though he was gray.

        Two years later, he disappeared with his brother.
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