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	I thank God 

	because He knows how to give a meaning 

	even to the greatest trials we face, 

	when we can use our experience and testimony 

	to encourage other brothers and sisters in Christ, 

	to His Glory.
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INTRODUCTION

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	I find myself having to write about a topic for which I have no interest at all. I do it out of necessity, as I found myself, much to my dismay, caught in a divorce, my own. And often, unfortunately, we become sensitive or interested in an issue only when it directly affect us.

	Two Christians should marry, have children together, obey the Word of God, and serve God in agreement, supporting each other. But what happens when this doesn't happen? It was a simple question that I hadn't asked myself until I found myself immersed in a deep family drama.

	Do I want to justify or, worse, legitimize divorce using the Bible? No. But I would like to argue about how easily only one quality of marriage is emphasized, to the detriment of all others: its indissolubility. 

	I am certain that this argument is often easily dismissed with a "marriage is one and forever," only when there is no personal involvement in serious marital problems.

	One has to experience a divorce firsthand to understand what a devastating event it is in a person's life. This is particularly true if that person is a Christian: their entire existence is called into question due to the collapse of every certainty. 

	Divorce is one of the greatest possible failures for a Christian and brings with it an inevitable identity crisis, both personal and spiritual.

	 Everything is questioned, and it happens just as you suddenly lose the person who has been your point of reference, your spouse, and if there are children involved and you are not the custodial parent, you are also separated from them.

	Suddenly, you are looked at strangely in church. And if that's not the case, you still get the impression that it is so. You feel alone, abandoned, confused, incredulous about what is happening, lost in the midst of constant quarrels and discussions with your ex-spouse, in the hands of lawyers who see things in a cold and detached manner, while mutual friends take sides, and increasingly often, you find yourself alone with your pain and, to avoid having to tell and explain everything to everyone, you prefer to isolate yourself even more.

	Amidst all these troubles, there are also brethren who change sides of the street when they see you or pretend not to see you if they pass by. Or worse, they lower their gaze to avoid greeting you. In those moments, just like when you carry cancer within you, you ask yourself: why me? And you find no answer.

	Then, to top it off, there are those who think they know it all and tell you that you must reconcile with your ex, or God will never forgive your sin. With this burden in your heart, those going through a divorce carry on aimlessly, as a person, but above all – because this is what concerns us now – as a Christian.

	Yet, the one writing this, along with others who can testify to having been freed from the slavery of drugs, alcohol, etc., can say that in the Word of God, they have found the joy of forgiven sin and the absolute freedom that only Christ can give. I thank the Lord for His immense grace and forgiveness. I thank the Lord because He is my judge, not any man!

	In the pages that follow, I will present my understanding of the issue of marriage and divorce as I have found it in the Word of God. I will do so briefly so that as many people as possible can easily have access to these words of comfort.

	I wrote this book from an Italian perspective and never felt the need to translate it into English until now. 

	Americans have a different approach to divorce compared to Italians. They sure had higher rates, and unfortunately, the same holds true within churches. No-one really cares in an America church if you are divorced or not.

	The articles preceding this book were written almost twenty years ago, and things have changed in Italy as well. I had to update the text, reducing references to the strict legislation of the past in Italy, when divorces took years and years to finalize. This made this book more universal, less specific and “Italian”. It is more universal now, I believe, and people could benefit of it in other countries. English is not only spoken in the US, and sometimes I tend to forget that. Therefore, I realized that my understanding of the Word of God may be of help to someone facing the difficult time of separation, isolation, and testing.

	This book is not about determining who is right or wrong, but about assisting the individuals behind different ideologies as they strive to gather what remains of their lives to move forward and also need to continue serving God to truly feel alive.
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	What is marriage?

	 In Italy, we get married through a civil ceremony and a religious ceremony. Sometimes in one session, sometimes in two separate occasions. After this procedure, two opposite-sex individuals are considered married; they have entered into matrimony.

	Legally, marriage is a contractual agreement. Two people agree to marry, to establish a new entity called “family,” and to do so publicly and formally, they get married. 

	The rules of this family are agreed upon: cohabitation, love, fidelity. The duration of this agreement is also established, and it is agreed that it binds the parties "for the duration of their natural life," or, if we prefer a more familiar definition to all: "till death do us part."
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