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    Chapter Eleven – The URGE terminated




    Their eyes were still interlocked and like Chris, Victor reasoned and thought practically along the same lines as him. And when he made a decision almost at the same time as Chris had made his, he said to him:




    “Chris, I have learned know to appreciate you,” he began, but seeing Chris wanted to interrupt he put up a hand saying, “please let me finish. You will soon know why,” and continued when Chris obliged, “look I know you and I know what you have gone through. Your anger is understandable and so is your URGE to get even. Please don’t think of yourself as inadequate. I have always believed in you. Now is the time to come to terms with your past and see the difference between right and wrong. You deserve a good life, yet that does not mean when maltreated you should retaliate. You should stand up for yourself. I regard you as my good friend, my best friend. But, how can I do that when you have strong thoughts about killing me or someone else? I fear you may even kill your woman, your Christa who is dedicated to you, but like you she is not perfect. You know you did wrong and you will have to redeem yourself,” Victor spoke slowly while studying Chris’ reactions.




    “I don’t want to kill you or anyone Victor, but I have the URGE when I feel I am cornered and I think you will turn me in for the murder of that mercenary and the indirect order to the teams which cost the life of the Home Minister. That URGE is so strong, man you have no idea,” Chris whispered and continued in stronger voice. “When you talked about Christa I felt so strange because you understand that a time may come when I feel the URGE to kill her too. Just this morning after waking up and seeing the news I knew things had gone wrong and the URGE came thundering in. Luckily she left soon for an interview. I am still shaking man about what went through my mind. Do you realize you are the only one on this earth who knows that it was me who caused the death of the Home Minister, the second team of twelve men as well as the first mercenary? To take you out would mean that nobody knows. Realizing that, the URGE came and nearly overpowered me. After our call this morning I was getting prepared to do you in, if you decided to turn me in. Do you understand what I am going through,” Chris asked.




    “I think I do, but you must fight it with all your might. It has been enough Chris and only for the sake of ORG I will not turn you in. However you must realize what you did was wrong and you must repent. I am not doing it for you, you should know by now that all this , I mean killing people, was not necessary. No matter how much I understand you, you know it is wrong. And because it is, you must repent like anybody else. You cannot use your childhood as justification anymore. You have grown and you have a loving woman. You should get a hold on yourself,” Victor said.




    “So, for the sake of ORG, you will not turn me in?” Chris asked.




    “Right,” Victor confirmed, “but you must repent and you must accept punishment like a man.”




    “Oh, punishment I can take like a man,” Chris reacted seriously, “but how do I repent?”




    he asked equally seriously because from his face Victor read that he had no idea.




    “To repent is to know you are wrong and feel sorry for what you have done; sorrier even for having done something you cannot mend, ever. To repent is also that this devil in you, this phenomenal URGE, has to be eradicated. That URGE is not you. That URGE is the accumulation of bad things which have happened to you and your strength to endure them plus your fight to free yourself. For a long time this URGE gave you the power to be. Now you must do it yourself. You are worth it,” Victor said.




    “Thank you,” Chris replied thankfully, “but what kind of punishment can I expect?”




    “I will think of something useful, something selfless,” Victor answered and with that the air between them was cleared, their trust in each other restored. Or was that only temporarily the case and perhaps for Chris a way to get the pressure off of him? When Victor had left Chris thought on how indeed he had changed. Before Victor saw him this morning was convinced no one was able to stop him. He had tasted the glory of being blessed with power devoid of limits. And, he knew he had become addicted to it. The time he killed the mercenary, he remembered how he had felt. It was like he had experienced a long lasting orgasm, both mentally and physically tremendously stimulating it had been. That morning his mind had worked overtime to process all these highlights and before Victor arrived he still hungered for more. It dawned on him that he could have become insatiable, his addiction too profound. He knew also though that through the friendship with Victor he had found a way to contain himself enough to only strike when the URGE was stronger than himself. Now that he had a purpose in life the URGE had dissipated somewhat but had been simmering in the background. And now he wondered if Victor would be gone, with him out of the way, if he could rule alone. Then he would have all the power he ever desired, even the power he never knew existed. Thinking this he felt he had tasted complete control and wanted it to stay with him, that URGE was so reassuring. But also he wondered what that control, if all he loved had vanished from the face of the earth, would really mean. Why would he want power? There was no one left to share it with. What an idiotic obsession it was he suddenly realized, Sacrificing Victor and Christa for an obsession, how ludicrous was that? No, now I know what I want he felt, like he felt his blood running through his veins. I want to enjoy the power I have and knowing that, only when he had experienced the extent of it, he would think of a much more positive use. A big no went through his head when he thought of Christa and really too what she would think of this. Would she not analyze this hunger for power as the ultimate revenge? And, could he really conceal from her what he wanted for Victor, would she not hold him accountable? Perhaps she would not but she would console Victor’s girlfriend Cynthia for sure and that meant they would talk and she would share her suspicions with her. Christa was not a foolish woman. She had a fine mind and would not let go when she thought he had done wrong. Well then Christa, he said aloud, there is a lot for you to explore girl, lots indeed ma Cherie and knew he had made his decision and he also realized he had to stick to it. He knew and felt physically all revenge was leaving him. He knew he was becoming more like a normal person. Power corrupts dear Chris; it leads to abuse and the abuse I leave behind me, forever. It is done; my future is with Christa and Victor. My past has come to an end and I must repent. I shall take the required, severe but required punishment.




    Chris was determined. He had come close to risking everyone he loved dearly, and knew he had been heading in the direction of persistent evil. He felt ashamed now and felt the old but oh so strong URGE changing into a new one, this new one rapidly growing stronger, was the URGE to repent.


  




  

    Chapter Twelve Urging Madness




    The Plot out in the Open




    In Manila, Philippines a shockwave took possession of the Kilusang Mayo Uno staff, the workers Union. A similar shock hit the staff of the Cordillera Peoples Alliance as well as the organization of the Indigenous Peoples of Mindanao, all these organizations had received large sums of money. And not only in the Philippines there were shockwaves hitting hard and leaving people flabbergasted but in Angola, predominantly Cabinda, in fact most nations with membership of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization, UNPO, seated in The Hague had received similar amounts. Victor, before making any decision on drawing his list of beneficiaries had carefully consulted the website of UNPO. And it was quite a list, because after the shockwaves had subsided, the impact of it all became clear when these organizations and nations reported what had happened to them. A tiny nation, separated by an international border as well as inter state borders, was among the first to report the enormous sum it had received. More surprisingly was the received note in which was spelled out on how the money was to be used. It was that attached ORG note that had appeared prominently in the international press, world media, and so also in the Netherlands:




    





    Statement of the ORG




    Mobile Office




    Nagalim Free




    In your quest for freedom, from oppression the ORG wishes the Naga People well. Since decolonization you desired self governing but were denied that privilege brutally. Now the ORG supports your desire to be free.




    The ORG recognizes the legitimate quest for self determination of the Naga Peoples and sends the Naga Hoho, Naga Council comprised of all Naga tribes, the sum of 10 million Euros meant to internationalize the cause.




    Issued by the ORG




    





    Similar sums were received by nations and peoples all over the world, so on all continents. With another press release ORG published their rationale for this move in full, which next to the lost money created more shockwaves. Not without reason of course because although many a nation and people were delighted, counter forces swiftly were launched too. Those nations aligned to the ‘developed’ ones, nations which were ruled by stooges, tried to transfer the money back to the ‘rightful’ owners. These leaders reasoned that if they would comply a handsome fee would be granted to them, a fee of 5% had been announced as a reward if the money would be returned to the respective banks. But that was not all, nations like India had, under normal circumstances, control over remittances. Since what the ORG did was not normal procedure the Indian Government tried to get the money back from the beneficiaries. The Philippines had the shortest way to create laws through presidential decrees and so the president issued one which ordered private banks to instantly remit the money to the National Bank. However, in many, if not most, cases this was rather difficult to do, because ORG normally speaking had made it next to impossible to trace the funds to where they had come from. Moreover only when the respective nations and peoples announced the reception of that money could the countries/governments know that indeed these sums had been received. Since banks are held to secrecy about the accounts of their clients ministers had to create new laws, parliaments had to ratify or pass into law to that effect which were needed so banks could be ordered to be checked on legally. And, of course, this would take time. When this was happening most of the people’s organizations stopped announcing the reception of funds from the ORG and since the IT people of the respective banks were still working on the leaks in the system, unabated the ORG could continue. Due to this major banks had no other option than to announce that they were on the verge of collapse. Because banks could not lend any money to businesses anymore this also meant that economies were approaching a stand still, import and export came to a grinding halt with economic chaos as a result




    At this point Chris and Victor sat together to talk about what their next step should be:




    “We could issue a release in which the ORG states it will stop siphoning off of money from the banks allowing the economy to recover,” Victor suggested, “that way the focus will be on the recovery rather than the outrage we created. Also, I think, a real debate on solving inequality could gain momentum?”




    “That is not a bad idea,” Chris reacted, “although I liked this transferring of money without anyone knowing how I did it very much,” he laughed.




    “They now we can do it, for the moment we made our point. We planted the seeds; they grew fast, it is soon time to harvest Chris. Let’s not overdo things?” Victor asked




    “I am tempted to continue. On the other hand, soon they may find out how I did it and so it is better when they cannot find a trace leading to us. When we continue this might possible, I mean to trace where the order to transfer came from. So, yes, you write a release and I will hand deliver it to the Volkskrant again,” Chris reacted.




    “Perhaps not the same paper this time?” Victor cautioned, “we do not know if they have posted someone to look for anything suspicious there.”




    “Right, right, I will go to Hilversum and drop it at the Nederlandse Omroep Stichting, NOS, so they can publish it on the Journaal.”




    “Good, good,” Victor agreed, “I will work on the release then.”




    





    ORG Press release




    Mobile Office, March 20 2012




    From today ORG discontinuous the transfer of money from the Dutch and banks of other countries to nations and peoples who are in dire need; they deserve respect, they deserve equal opportunities, and they deserve to be protected by the law of the land and more. The ORG discontinues siphoning money off banks of affluent nations because it is not ORG’s vision to allow the economy to crash. Interdependence is now felt and the ORG expects responsible governments to act wisely and expeditely.




    Issued by the ORG




    





    Chris smiled when he had read the short text.




    “I will be on my way then,” he said, “in disguise of course,” he smiled again. That the economy was affected he noticed right away when he took the train to Hilversum at Central Station where a large crowd of disgruntled people had gathered for a demonstration. In progress now it was a demonstration against the Government of the Netherlands and the people used with slogans on banners like: resign, resign, resign, good for nothing Government.




    Chris did not take much notice. He hopped on the train to alight less than an hour later at the small station Hilversum/NOS. From there he walked to the entrance of the broadcasting complex. There he found a mailbox next to the guard house and while being watched by the guard he dropped the envelope and left immediately. Leisurely he walked back to the station to wait for the train back to Amsterdam. He had not seen the guard grabbing a phone to report what he had just observed. Chris travelled back to Central Station but a man who had been alerted by the guard of the NOS followed him.




    “Now then,” he said when he had returned, “it is done.”




    “I am sure we will see it on the news and when watching my father would say stocks will soon be on the rebound. I could make some money here,” Victor said, “although that is against the law because I have pre-knowledge and so sensitive information it is,” he laughed.




    The IT people had been working day and night to find out how the ORG could had made the transfers without a trace and now for the first time the IT man of de Nederlandse Bank, National bank of the Netherlands, in cooperation with the European bank in close connection with a consortium of Thai Banks as allies of ING, met with partial success. They found out how but not yet the trace itself.




    “Well at least we now know how they erased their tracks, we will have to check the hard drives to see if there is any trace left from remote erasure!” sighed the expert from de Nederlandse Bank to his Thai counterpart, “but we can stop them now and what is more, we can publish that too. That way the public is reassured.




    “People are panicking, they are withdrawing money from their banks, they clear their accounts. Soon there is not enough money and we will have to ask permission from the Ministry of Finance to pump in more cash. This means banks could collapse, if the ministries cannot comply,” a senior bank manager said to the IT man.




    “Things are very serious,” said the Prime Minister as he addressed the members of Parliament with the latest, “banks are nearing collapse, people are not trusting them anymore and are taking their money out which makes our situation much worse. But, I have good news too,” he said in solemn fashion, “the IT people of the Nederlandse Bank in conjunction and cooperation of the European and Thai Banks broke the deadlock over the bank transfers of ORG. They found out how it is done and plugged the hole. I am very proud of them and I think we can curb the situation now.”




    Applause sounded and the evening news was full of it, because there is hope now that this menace can be stopped. But as the news was aired, other news, breaking news, came in. First in parliament where the Finance Minister briefed:




    “I have here a press release of the ORG and I will distribute it when there are enough copies made,” he said, “the statement boils down to the announcement of ORG to stop the transfers so the economy is not going to crash. The ORG also URGES to seriously look into the inequality in the world and to come up with propositions and measurements to narrow the gap between nations like us and exploited nations. Because the Government of the Netherlands is certain that the ORG has not only a valid point but has shown it can act on it too, I call on each and every one of you and your parties to come forward with propositions,. The last point we are already experiencing even though we have been able to stop the transfers,” he said.




    Reactions were tumultuous but not just negative.




    “Please announce that the banks are rescued so that the demonstrators in Amsterdam and in other towns resume their work peacefully. There have been more than enough disruptions already,” the PM said. And since there was press covering this parliament session that call the news was based on was spread like wildfire too.




    Meanwhile receiving full treatment and having had a thorough check in a nearby hospital the anchor woman was discharged and had returned to work. She presented the six o’clock news and although she had been part of the scheme of ORG, she was allowed to do her job after she was debriefed as well as interviewed, the first action to be used as research material and info on how to get hold on ORG, the last one on nationwide TV. As she was preparing for a live telecast, she was interrupted.




    “More breaking news and this time it may have something to do with you,” her producer .said excitedly.




    “Don’t keep me in suspense too long,” she responded ironically.




    “Well, at the gate here of the NOS complex a man dropped a letter. This does not happen often so the guard immediately informed security. When it was found out that man had dropped a press release of the ORG, this one,” he showed, “security was sent after him. It was rather simple to follow him because he had probably come by train and he left by train from the station here.”




    “And, did they catch him?” she asked.




    “No, strangely, they could not find him though the guard had given the security men a clear cut description. You know how trained they are to pay attention to these details,” he said.




    “So, what happened?”




    “They lost track of him,” he answered.




    “How is that possible when the man was on the same train?” she asked in amazement.




    “It was a rather young man, between twenty and thirty,” he continued, ignoring her raised voice, “were there any slim young men among those who abducted you?” he asked and gave her a paper with details of the description the guard ha provided.




    “I don’t think anyone at the ‘factory’ fits that description,” she said when she had read it, “but since security lost track of him it does not really matter, or does it?”




    “I don’t really know but I do think that all information could be important,” he said, “oh gosh if only we could have arrested him,” he sighed lamenting.




    “News is on,” she reacted, “I am on now.”




    “Of course,” he agreed because as a producer he should know that even better than her.




    As she read the news on the three prime news events of the day the four were together for an evening meal; this time it was Christa who had volunteered to cook:




    “I will do it next time, I promise,” Chris laughed but said that with a serious undertone.




    “You will live up to that man,” she laughed, “I promise you will,” she threatened him in a teasing manner cheerfully. She had reason to be cheerful because during the last few days Chris had changed somewhat. In short she had noticed that he was more cheerful these days and that his dark side, his feeling of being inadequate was fading. She was glad but also thought that it could mean he had a few better days only, so she did not yet rave about it, yet felt good about him.




    Cynthia was pleasantly surprised to have dinner together at Christa’s. Though not a cook she did the shopping after university classes as Christa cooked. Christa was happy to tell she got the secretary job and since she had worked a few days she had been quite hectic. She would have wanted Chris to cook but when he told her over her mobile that he had gone to Hilversum she had gladly made the effort.




    Victor was cheerful too, but this dampened a little when they watched the news before dinner. They all knew about the demonstrations already and the girls hoped that the uncertainty caused by the ORG would end soon.




    “Doesn’t the ORG have a point then?” Chris asked before switching on the TV-set.




    “Oh, they do,” Cynthia agreed with Chris, “but what they are doing now disrupts everything and may also hit on the peoples they are trying to support,” Cynthia said, “at the University this was the topic: Is the ORG not overshooting its goal? When this continues will their operation not backfire and turn to chaos? We had heated discussions on that,” Cynthia said.




    “Who knows, but may be today’s news will bring relief?” Victor commented as Chris turned on the set.




    As they watched they praised the predictive qualities of Victor but questioned him too.




    “How did you know this?” Christa asked him.




    “Well, dear Christa, it is like this. To me it is obvious when the banks are plundered confidence in them is bound to fail. People, when they think they cannot trust banks, want their money back. An economic collapse is imminent and not in the interest of the ORG. The ORG has shown what it can do and allows the economies of the affluent countries to rebound. That will be better for all,” Victor explained, “I did not think the ORG was unwise so a prediction like this was not too hard to make,” he laughed, “but then added, “also…….I heard the news on the radio a bit earlier so before you came,” and laughed now even harder.




    “I wonder what this ORG really is. Why should they want to operate anonymously? Could it be there are ulterior motives?” Cynthia asked in general.




    “I think they will come out only when what they do is not declared illegal. Now it is or did you think stealing from banks is not?” Chris contributed.




    “Yeah, of course,” Cynthia admitted, “and even though they give it to those who need it most, it is still illegal right?”




    “Indeed it is,” Victor acknowledged.




    “This news makes them look compassionate though,” Christa said.




    “Well, I am sure many don’t see it like that, if only because they have cracked the way it has been done with the banks, how to transfer money away from them.”




    “Yeah they did, but still the trails are erased. How will they find out who are responsible? Who did it?” Cynthia asked Chris.




    “I think after some time they will find that out too for new trails not for the ones used for the money transfers,” Chris explained.




    “Another thing then,” Victor brought in, “what to think about the nations who want to send the money back minus a finders fee? Though not as prominent as the other news items, I think this could lead to reaction from the ORG too.”




    “Really?” Cynthia asked, “it was sent there without asking, so if these nations do not want to burn their fingers, what can the ORG do about it?”




    “I think because this kind of money is not meant to be sent back and certainly not with a deduction of 5% for the already happy few there. No, I think that the affluent nations will be happy the money is going to be returned and are happy to pay the 5% too. And, that is why the ORG will act.”




    “I don’t understand,” Christa said.




    “Christa the ORG meant change for more equality; nations which do not comply collaborate with the affluent nations. You do know nations like that have elites living in luxury while the bulk of the people are predominantly paupers. I don’t think the ORG will tolerate these elites, these cronies, these half dictators to get away with that,” Victor explained.




    “Another prediction?” Cynthia asked, “was this on the radio already too?”




    “No my dear, not this time, it is what I think the ORG will do, has to do if it wants to remain a credible organization Cynthia, or does it not make sense?” Victor asked in tone which was meant to be serious as well as ironical.




    “Oh it makes sense all right,” she laughed, “but I don’t know if you are actually serious or want to predict only.”




    “No, I am serious, let me put it this way: If I was of the ORG, I would take on these renegade nations and punish them or better, force them to not only accept the money but to use it wisely too.”




    “Or?” Chris asked now.




    “Punish them severely!” Victor answered with determination.




    “How?” Chris asked further.




    “Make them resign from their governments?”




    “They will not go because someone like you will say so,” Chris said, “how will the ORG force them to resign? I don’t think any of the leaders of the vassal states will resign voluntarily, right?”




    “Right,” Victor agreed.




    “Then?” Chris pushed on.




    “I am sure the ORG is resourceful enough to do just that,” Victor laughed, “have they not surprised us earlier?”




    “Yeah, yeah, yeah,” Christa answered admitting that the ORG had indeed.




    “Their URGE is very strong. Because the power remains in the hands of the affluent they are convinced that traditional ways won’t help,.”




    “Hhhhmmm,” Christa wondered aloud, “that makes me curious as to who they are. I mean where they are from: Are they directing this from the nations and peoples who they want to uplift? Or, are they from the affluent nations?”




    “Right now it is hard to tell,” Chris said.




    “I wonder if the peoples and nations have that much expertise,” Cynthia said, “because if they do, they can take their own course.”




    “Right, I bet it is a group of people who are from an affluent nation, perhaps even an international group,” Christa concluded with a laugh, “any takers?”




    “Ha, ha, ha,” Victor laughed too and so did Chris and Cynthia, “Christa I do not bet but I will tell you this. I cannot be 100% certain but I would not be surprised if a small group in India, Thailand or the Philippines, China or Brazil, South Africa or Russia brewed this up. They have IT expertise for sure,” he said and winked at Chris who reacted.




    “Yeah, that’s true. Practically the only way they know how to seek freedom is to fight. This is another type of fight and so I think that, apart from the expertise needed to accomplish bank disruption, the grand idea is coming from an affluent nation and I don’t think it is the USA or so. No, Europeans do it for there are some who feel that we are living on other peoples sweat, labor and resources. They want to hold our nations accountable, not anymore for what they did during colonial times, but for what we are doing now and take for granted.”




    “Good point,” Christa said, “but who wants to give up what they have? I think there we will see some counters.”




    “And that is precisely why the ORG wants to remain anonymous,” Victor said, “for if their people, their members are known then you know what will happen!!”




    “I can imagine,’ Cynthia said.




    “So do I,” Chris acknowledged.




    “Knowing our laws and knowing our greed, I agree with you Victor,” Cynthia acknowledged




    “Now then, let’s enjoy a glass of wine?” Victor suggested for he wanted to get away from the news and the speculations it had caused. He was also rather anxious about talking to Chris. For, though it was interesting how they had discussed, Victor knew very well that as the news required it they had to take action soon,. He needed Chris for his expertise in computer technology, software of course. But how to do it, he wondered when the ladies were here and in good mood too? When, after dinner, the ladies retreated a moment he said to Chris:




    “This was a good thing we discussed and it helped me making up my mind. Let’s work on it first thing tomorrow?”




    “Sure thing,” Chris grinned.




    “On the news it was said you were seen at the NOS studios. How did you get away from the security men who were said to have followed you?” Victor asked.




    “I was in disguise right? I make it a habit to change so I will not be seen the same twice while travelling the same route,” Chris explained.




    “That’s very good,” Victor reacted, “man you can be so clever!”




    “Ha,” Chris laughed, “when I heard on the news that all mailboxes of the media were sort of watched I knew I had to find a solution to that,” Chris explained, “and I had the idea but was not sure that the guard saw me dumping the letter in the box.”




    “We have to be more careful next time though. It is getting riskier; they are preparing all sorts of traps now. Let’s talk tomorrow!” Victor said when the ladies were returning.




    “Right,” Chris agreed.




    “And what were you two talking about?” Christa asked.




    “We kept on discussing about motivation and possibilities and we were waiting for you two,” Chris answered.




    “How is it possible that you two idiots lost that man?” the chief asked.




    “To be honest, I don’t know, but I have an idea,” the subordinate of the head of security answered.




    “Do tell!!”




    “I think he was in disguise and changed on the train. I was not so sure though and because it was a slow train, many stops to central, he could have gone off anywhere,” he answered meekly, like he had made a mistake and should have followed up on his hunch.




    “In disguise?”




    “Yes, he did not look quite comfortable in his clothes and later I did not see him anymore after he had gone to the toilet on the board the train,” the man said. Suddenly he looked up to his boss defiantly saying, “I think another man came out. What would you have done?”




    This took the man by surprise as he did not quite expect what he had been told just now:




    “Hmm, the same as you, I suppose, you can hardly capture a man without any credible charge,” he answered.




    “Then don’t call me an idiot, or do you want me to report what you said to the higher authority?”




    “We are all a little tense. I am sorry,” the man said, “good heavens, we have to be vigilant. This is a severe crisis.”




    “I am well aware of that,” the security man answered in the knowledge he had had his boss come down well and good.




    In the Philippines things had become tense too as it was realized that it seemed impossible to return the money from the organizations. However the Government of the Philippines insisted and now wanted the money in cash. The bank from which the money was received was not known as there was no record of the transaction, that trace had vanished too and so the organizations could not obey the Government order. KMU refused to hand over the big sum of cash and now, according to news reports Government forces had stormed the KMU head office, arrested the leaders who were brought to the bank where they were ordered to withdraw the money. This became a scandal because as it was argued now that money would disappear for the government had no means of knowing who the rightful owner of that money was so it had no way of knowing how to return it either. The Philippines is known for its corruption and so the argument that the money would disappear into private pockets was a strong and quite valid one. Not only in the Philippines had this kind of action taken place. In India, also notorious for its corruption in government circles, the money of several organizations was ordered to be held by the banks which had received it. It was declared stolen money and hence confiscated. Still, the banks which had lost their money due to the ORG also could not find out where their funds had gone to, just that they had gone. Though the leaks in the transfer system had been found and action was taken swiftly the clock could not be turned back and so the money could not be returned either.




    Victor’s father rang:




    “Victor? I would like to ask you something,” he began, “there will be a board meeting soon and although some governments want to return the money; they don’t know how because they don’t know which bank sent what. Do you have an idea what we can do?” he asked.




    “Nice to hear from you,” Victor said with slight irony, “of course I know, but needs a lot of cooperation from partner banks father. And, what will you do with nations do not want to return it?”




    “Well I think we should have it declared as stolen money then!” he said more or less decisively.




    “You think so? Do you think the ORG will tolerate that? Perhaps you should also talk with other banks and governments about that inequality between peoples and so on how the system can be fine-tuned for a more evenly distribution of wealth?”




    “That is on the agenda too, but we are nearing collapse and in order to survive this we cannot allow the ORG and subsequently these nations and peoples to keep that money,” Victor’s father expressed.




    “I will tell you what you could do if and only if you assure me that this topic of equality is seriously going to be discussed,” Victor said.




    “You have my word Victor,” his father said in agreement, “and let me ask you this when this has blown over your mother and I would like to go to see Hans in Thailand and I would very much like it when you come with us?”




    “Sounds nice father, let’s first see when, if and how this blows over?”




    “The only next to impossible thing to do,” said the managing director of ING Bank of the Netherlands at a special board meeting, “is to add up what we have lost. If other banks do the same we will have the total amount, then we can declare the money stolen and so it will be ‘illegal’ on international terms for these nations and peoples to keep it. They will be thieves and they create turmoil. But first let’s get to work and find out how much we lost? I will seek contact with the other banks,” he said.




    “One question please,” a young staff member said, a woman.




    “Okay, but be quick about it for we have lots of work ahead of us” the director, who happened to be Victor’s father, answered.




    “If these nations and peoples do not want to return the money as they do not know to whom, then how can they be thieves?”




    “This is why all banks have to declare their losses. That and the total amount received should about match these losses. The amounts will be put in a fund out of which all banks should, according to what they have lost, be repaid,” the director said, but the woman was not quite satisfied and came up with this follow up question, a very serious one:




    “Banks are run by people and people not only make mistakes, but play also false at times. How can we trust the other banks? Who will check on the honesty of these banks? What if the total amount lost by all banks is higher than what the nations and peoples declared received?” she asked. Clever woman, Victor’s father thought and answered her:




    “We will ask an independent body to check claims, a national one first and when we have such body then we will insist that this will be done internationally too. I agree with you that honesty is the key here. Does that answer your question?” Victor’s father asked her but knew already she was satisfied before she answered. Still she waited a little before saying: “Yes Sir, thank you.”




    “Then I dissolve this meeting for we have to rescue our bank,” he concluded.




    Similar meetings were held by other banks but now also governments were getting involved in setting up independent controlling teams who would check the claims of the banks against their books. In the Netherlands the Authority on Financial Markets was to be engaged in this and the Prime Minister in person after a meeting with ING bank in the person of Victor’s father had taken that initiative. The news casts had become more positive, save the fact that some doom thinkers like news interpreters kept on hammering on the notion that the ORG would not stop at this defeat. Coupled with that was the observation that no sleuth had made any progress in finding out where this ORG was located or who were running it. Overall though the feeling the media portrayed was that the crisis was almost over thanks to the swift actions of governments, banks and IT experts. And so when that next morning Victor and Chris met to discuss what moves to make they decided to do something of which there was no turning back:




    “Victor? This news is disturbing me,” Chris said, “they think they have weathered the storm and if they are right, we have all done for nothing at all. Worse, we made some nations and peoples happy because we gave them hope a better future was at hand. It goes against my feelings that these people running the economies and the financial system get away with it again. Think of something devastating and let me work it out technologically,” Chris asked, “it is so unfair man. We must do something to limit their powers.”




    “Yeah, right,” Victor answered absent mindedly as he meditated, “yeah we cannot tolerate our governments to carry on as usual. It makes them feel more powerful than ever. And, you are right; if we do not do anything then we have let the peoples down. We stood by them and yes we gave them hope. I did not sleep much last night because in bed could not stop thinking. Luckily Cynthia slept like a rose and I had a brainwave,” Victor smiled, “this is what I think we can do Chris,” Victor said in a conspiring manner. Chris came closer to him so he would not miss out on a word.




    “Everybody is focusing on the money and how to retrieve it right?”




    “Yes,” Chris said as there was nothing available to contradict Victor.




    “We can do something but it requires your wizard like IT powers again,” Victor whispered.




    “Tell me?” Chris demanded.




    “If you can Chris, if you can,” Victor said very slowly to evoke suspense.




    “Can do what man?” Chris anxiously asked.




    “It is difficult, may be even more difficult compared to what you did before, “Victor replied enigmatically raising the level of suspense.




    “Do you want me to guess?” Chris asked and giggled then came up with suggestions, “how about disrupting the airlines so nobody can fly for a while or even better perhaps to tackle the credit card business?”




    “You can do that?” Victor faked surprise like he did not believe it?”




    “I will take me some time, may be a day or two, so sure I can,” he answered with pride he could not hide.




    “If you are really certain then do both,” Victor said decisively, “these are very good suggestions because it will knock out both systems. Let them feel their vulnerability. Let them feel that the ORG is serious, right?”




    “Right, but give me some time, because I have to design a new way out. You remember they have plugged the hole? Now I have to create another. It is not simple!”




    “Right, right, Victor agreed.




    “Are you thinking of doing a press release again?” Chris asked.




    “I was just going to say that,” Victor smiled his answer.




    “I am not going to deliver it this time. This time you better do it yourself,” Chris stated as a fact.




    “Okay, it is no problem. I can think of other ways to get it to them.”




    “Go to an internet café, there usually you can find email addresses from people who have used one of the computers for chat. That way it is practically untraceable too.’




    “They will find the internet café of course,” Victor thought aloud.




    “Yes. The IP address, but go to one where there are many people so nobody will remember you. Still, do something with your appearance to be sure?”




    “Point taken, I will show you that new release before I send it off to the media,” Victor assured Chris.




    “This is going to be good, man,” Chris chuckled, “this will hit the captains of industry and of course the governments like a bombshell.”




    “So, credit card companies we will lame and the airlines so international transport will come to a grinding halt? You do agree fully?” Victor asked to be sure they were operating fully synchronized.




    “Evidently, I am all for it. I am more convinced than ever that our nations and their economies want to keep the post colonial nations and peoples down. We saw what they wanted to do when they had a chance to get out of their discomfort. They demanded the money to be returned and how!”




    “Yeah,” Victor affirmed, “then let’s go ahead with it. You have lots of things to do wizard,” he smiled, “and I have to compose that release.”




    “Yeah, you can let me do the foot work,” Chris laughed as they were about to separate. Victor went to the stock exchange while thinking that Chris had had some luminous ideas for at first he had in mind to hit the stock exchange and not only this one. He took a few pictures of Beursplein 5, stock exchange, and the near by option bourse, just in case he wanted to send another kind of warning. Or? Why not give them the jitters as well as a warning, he wondered. After studying the movement of stocks he went to a branch of his bank ordered some selling, not too much because that could mean he could be picked as someone who knew the exchange was in for another crash. The stocks were rising so he did not loose any money, but now he sold a few too which he did not have but should deliver a few days later. He had been so busy with this, the ORG and his woman his Cynthia that he nearly forgot to attend his University lectures. That morning he had promised Cynthia though that he would meet her for lunch at the Oudemanhuispoort and later for an afternoon lecture.




    Chris meanwhile had gone into seclusion for what he had promised to deliver was not an easy feat to accomplish. Before he actually had begun he had phoned Christa to say that he was going to work on something important, so important that it would take all his time. As long as you are home with me for dinner, we don’t see much of each other these days and only when Victor and Cynthia are there too, she had complained.




    “Give me two days?” He had asked, “We’ll sleep together though,” he had added with lovely smile, one she could feel through the phone. And so, now alone he put all his concentration at the job he had promised he could bring to a successful end. Alternating between being lost in thought and examining the potential of on line computing, he made his moves.




    The Government of the Netherlands showed relief and shared that with its people through the media. In line with the Government the Dutch Banks also were elated for they were certain now they were saved from collapse and with it the economy in which they play a key role as they thought at least part of the money would be returned. Though indeed most captains of industry were relieved as well, the academic world and the NGO world did not express the happiness of afore mentioned entities. The general points that could not be rooted out of the debate that mattered, no matter how many entities did not want to be reminded of, were the points on inequality and the benefits nations like the Netherlands derived from that. That notion was so common that it was virtually impossible for many to see that as inequality.




    “The ORG knows that,” affirmed a professor of the University of Amsterdam, a professor of sociology, during a talk show on television hosted by a popular presenter, “and it is the reason why it acts like it does,” he stressed.
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