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Preface


	 


	 


	Once, I ask a group of matured youths I was teaching to take a piece of paper and instantly write the most important question of their life. The result was amazing. Out of the two hundred youths present, the paper of one hundred and fifty of them had the question: “What can I do to be successful in life?” That timely and vital quest from my students naturally motivated me to research on success principles. The noble search lasted some years during which, I read more than fifty books on the subject of success, interviewed close to a hundred successful people on the secret of their success, and closely observe the life pattern of at least fifty successful people. What I gathered from the comb, is what I subtly discuss in this write up.


	Anyhow, like many of my students indicated, it is obvious that we all want to know whether we are living a successful life, and especially want to know how to make our life successful. The desire to have a successful life is inborn to any human being and the search for success in life is as old as the world itself. Just as Billy Graham said in the foreword of a book in 1976, “The search for true success is as old as humanity.” Consequently, from generation to generation the fact remains the same that every man wants to be successful in life and wants to know what to do to succeed. No one willingly fails in life. Deep down any heart quietly lays that desire to have a successful existence. Some of us just ignore that basic truth. No one wants to be a failure, everyone wants to succeed, and wants to achieve something or be somebody. Of course, not everyone looks that way. On the surface; some people look so depressed, down, and negative, that they don't seem to have any ambition whatsoever. Yet, despite their appearance, I contend that deep down, somewhere inside those people, there is still a little spark of desire to have or be more. So, the debate on whether people want to succeed or not is not relevant in my opinion. Obviously, all men want to succeed. The problem is rather that many people don’t think that they can do, and even those who think they can, don’t know how to proceed to make it. Consequently many assume that success is the lot of some few lucky ones who were born under a particular star. No! Success in life is not reserve to some few lucky ones, all of us can succeed.


	Yet, if success in life is not reserved for few special ones, then, why is it that some people succeed and others fail? Is it that those who succeed are fortunate, and those who fail are not? Or is it that the people who succeed are talented, and those who fail are not? The answer is, no! As I researched on success, I came to understand that Success in life is not reserved to some special few who were supposedly born under a particular star. Rather, anyone can be successful if he follows the rules leading to achievement. They are sure principles leading to success, which can be studied and applied. When I say “sure principles”, I don’t mean magical formulas, if the word magical here means making something appear suddenly as one presses a switch for light to appear. But if the word magical means to surely produce result, then, they are sure principles for achievement which if properly studied and appropriately applied, inevitably lead to success in due time. We fail not because we cannot succeed, but rather because we ignore the principles that lead to success.


	 


	This book therefore, is written to give the reader a chance to discover principles that make successful people succeed. In it he is going to learn how the top achievers in every walk of life reached the heights of success they enjoy. He is going to learn notions such as: Having a burning desire, setting mistake free goals, developing a persuasive vision, selecting friends wisely, and many others. Once the reader personalizes these principles there will be no limit to what he can do with his life.


	Being a “how-to” book, it will be very practical and exceptionally resourceful, and will unfold on three sections.
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Foreword


	 


	 


	Everybody wants to succeed in life. Nobody intentionally goes for failure thus many books have been written on success. But, Rev. Tchankio Jules has done an in-depth work on the topic. After a thorough research, he here explains and fully expatiates on twenty four principles he gathered from the lives of successful people in all walks of life. 


	The work is well researched and highly inspired. The precepts outlined herein hinge on true life situations, and are clear and very practical. This is indeed a wonderful dependable handbook designed to facilitate the fight for the future. It is full of thrilling and startling ideas, spiced and pertinent illustrations, powerful insights and inspiring quotes. The marshaled governing principles clearly deal with the journey to success from the beginning to the end. For those who desire to reach the top, be it in the ministry, politically, economically, spiritually, academically or financially, it is a must read. It will surely affect and give meaning to the existence of anyone who goes through its pages.


	 


	Rev. Ngotto Thomas, Rector the Apostolic Bilingual Seminary Kumba.
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	Introduction


	 


	 


	God destined all of us to succeed in life but we sadly observe that many people live a very average life and die a failure. What is even more pathetic is that those who fail indeed have the talent and potential to succeed. In fact, we all have the potential to succeed and success is also reserved for us.  Success and achievement are not reserved for some lucky few who were born under a certain star. It is not even the preserve of the educated and intelligent. Anyone can succeed. We just need to discover and follow the proven and established values that eventually lead to success. People mostly fail in life not because they don’t have the potential to succeed, but because they ignore the principles that make people succeed. There are some principles that make people succeed, principles which are attested and proven by the Bible, secular writers, and the life of successful people around us. Therefore, everyone can succeed. He just needs to discover and apply the principles that make people succeed.  Success is simply a commodity that has to be sought after, worked at, and achieved by observing certain principles. You too can see your dream of success come true like many saw theirs. You can become a successful business man. You can become a successful politician. You can become a successful athlete. You can become a successful minister of God. You can become a successful farmer. For that, you just need to discover what those who are succeeding discovered. Successful people live by some consciously set principles. And although the application of these principles varies from person to person, the concept is the same intrinsically and can be learned and applied by any man. So, get ready as we unveil those principles that make successful people succeed.








 


	 


	 


	Section One


	 


	THE EIGHT FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF SUCCESS


	 


	 


	Successful people start their success by some foundational principles. We discuss them in this section.


	 


	 




	 


	 


	 


	 


	
Principle 1 



	Have a Burning Desire


	 


	 


	Those who succeed in life start by having a burning desire to do so. Desire simply means, ardently wanting it to happen. We repeatedly acclaim Michael Jordan as the greatest basketball player of all times. But if not for a burning desire, Michael would never have become the basketball legend we know. Books report that Michael’s coach rejected him from his varsity basketball team when he was 15, arguing that he is too short to play high level basketball. In fact, (Jordan was 5′ 11″ or 1.80 m while the cutoff was 5″ 12′, or 1.82 m.) thus the coach instead placed him in the junior-varsity team. And Given that no one in the Jordan family history ever reached over six feet, Michael had little reason to believe that he would ever get to play at the varsity level.


	Moreover, when Michael played, “his shooting was merely good and his defense mediocre” (to quote his high school coach). Michael then made it his goal to grow taller. He trained intensively, cut classes, and practiced basketball every day after school with his older brother Larry. Ultimately, he became the star of the junior varsity team, tallied several 40-point games, and grew four inches taller (that’s 10 cm), which then earned him a spot on the varsity team. This would be only the precursor of his legendary basketball career. (Jordan later grew another three inches taller, which is 7.5 cm, reaching his height today at 6′ 6″ or 1.98 m.) Because of a burning desire to succeed, Michael Jordan refused his coach and low high to stop him from manifesting his talent and when ahead to become the basketball legend we all know.


	Likewise, if not of a burning desire, Christopher Columbus before him would never have discovered America. According to reports, “christoforo Colombo” the young Italian grew up with love for the sea. He went to sea as a teenager and made possible voyages to England and Iceland. He became an excellent mapmaker in the process. Aristotle proposed the idea of a “round” earth, but even in Columbus time, few believed it. Columbus was willing to risk his life to find out. So, one day, he determined to find a direct route to the East and began immediately to seek funding for the voyage. But, people turned him down many times. Yet, because Columbus had a burning desire to see his project through, he went to Spain and spent years presenting his case to Isabella and Ferdinand. From time to time, he retreated to monasteries to rest, and while at a convent at La Rahiba, he met Juan Perez, Queen Isabella’s former confessor. Perez wrote a letter to the queen on Columbus’s behalf, and the queen subsequently sold some of her personal jewels to outfit three vessels for the voyage. On august 3, 1492 Columbus sailed from Palos, for an adventure which despite many vicissitudes led to the discovery of America. To succeed in life, you should start by having a burning desire to do so.


	Once questioned about the secret of his great wealth, John D. Rockefeller one of the richest men who ever lived this earth, asserted that, “Your state of mind must be one of a burning desire coupled with plans and a determination to make more money.” What is desire? Desire as we mean here is a serious persistent passion and will to do something, a keen pulsating craving which transcends everything else. 


	What we call desire here is not a hope; it is more than hope. It is not a wish; it is more than a wish; it is a fire within you that pushes you to take action and follow your course. Desire is the “want to”. It is not a passing thought but a persistent passion, that force that refuses to see obstacles and is concerned only with reaching his aim. Some say that desire is motivation. But desire is more than motivation; it is the mother of motivation because that is where even your motivation is born.


	Indeed, desire is not only required to make money, but to succeed in life. Once life’s circumstances awake you to the need to go higher in life and give a greater meaning to your existence, it follows that you need a burning desire to start. 


	Nothing is ever done under the sun without a strong desire to do, even the pursuit of success. You never attain success in life if you don’t earnestly want to pursue it. Elders use to say that man was designed for accomplishment, engineered for success and endowed with the seeds of greatness. But everybody doesn’t want to be great. Even Many people who want to be great aren’t willing to do the work to make it possible! But until you are willing to be successful and willing to pay the price for it, you will never be.


	

THE POWERS THAT FLOW FROM DESIRE




	Desire is a catalyst for success and triggers some dynamics within us.


	i. A burning desire Moves You To Action


	The first positive influence that a burning desire produces on you is that, it moves you to action. If rightly developed and properly fuelled, desire ignites our success vehicle, fuels, empowers and sustains it. 


	When you develop a burning desire to achieve something great in life, that urge unfailingly moves you to action. So, though People find many reasons to justify not succeeding in life, the absence of desire is the main root cause. If they had developed a burning desire to succeed, it would have produced in them the urge to take some action toward attaining that goal. 


	Christopher Columbus was resolute to discover America. Consequently, though he did not have the money he needed for the adventure, he took some actions towards raising some funds. When you develop a burning longing to be all what God created you to be, that desire generates energy to start doing something about it immediately. Where ever you are, when your spirit develops this passion, straightaway you find yourself doing something about your life. Somebody suddenly folded a piece of paper in the form of a microphone and started singing with all seriousness and concentration. When I asked him what had come over him he answered, “I have a burning desire to become a singer, so each time that thought flashes in my mind, I found myself carried away and start doing something to express my passion.” A person with such a disposition goes to any length to obtain the object of his aspiration. The urge you have to take action, spells the difference between mere day dreams and a serious ambition in life.


	All the people who have succeeded decided one day that they wanted to do it and seriously desired it. Michael Jordan and Christopher Columbus finally succeeded because they had a burning desire to do so. By a burning desire we start the success journey, with it we follow through, and with it we finish it. The simple truth is that when you want to do something badly enough, you finally do it. Thus, you have to want to do something badly enough before you have the slightest chance of doing it! If you don’t want it badly enough, I absolutely guarantee that you will not do it because you will lack the will to do the planning and preparing that it takes to get it done. 


	The secret of making something work in your life is first of all, the deep desire to make it work, then to hold that clear definite vision in your consciousness and see it working out. At the root of every great achievement and exceptional success story lays a dream and a strong desire. Absolutely, the muscle to start pursuing success comes as soon as desire comes. In his famous book Think and Grow Rich, Napoleon Hill said: “Verily, there is nothing, right or wrong, which belief, plus burning desire, cannot make real.” Eventually, it also takes other principles to succeed as we shall see in the course of this book, but it first takes desire. 


	ii. A burning desire Enables You to Challenge Your Limitations


	The next positive effect that a firm desire to succeed produces on us is that it enables us to challenge any limitations. We all have some limitations in our life. For instance Jordan was limited by a low height. Yet, when he developed a burning desire to succeed, he saw no impossibility. As it was the case with Jordan, all the things which formerly seemed impossible in your sight start seeming possible the moment you decide to succeed. You may have some physical limitations but your great drive, your powerful determination, your consuming desire easily compensates for those limitations. You may lack the money you need to start your project; you may even lack the needed strength and knowledge, but you realize that your want of wealth, strength, health and even intellectual endowments is compensated by your exceptional will-power. 


	Talent and provision are important to attain success, but to the difference-maker, between the first and the rest of the pack is usually desire. When we look at some of the great men the world has produced, we realize that want of wealth, strength, health and even intellectual endowments is compensated by exceptional will-power. A strong aspiration pushed and enabled them with limited wealth, strength and health to attain great heights in life, whereas others with greater potentials eventually live an average life and die a failure for lack of a firm craving to succeed. 


	All of us received potential from God, and we are fully aware that if we want, we can succeed. But, only few finally succeed in life, the rest lack the desire to do so, complaining that they are limited. For sure, some of us have limitations. But when we have an ardent desire to succeed, we look for means to challenge and conquer those limitations.


	iii. The Power to Persevere In Front Of Roadblocks and Temporal Failures Flows When We Have A burning Desire




	 Equally, the power to persevere in front of roadblocks and temporal failures flows in your life when you have a persistent desire. Because the road leading to success is not a smooth one, from time to time you encounter roadblocks and temporal failures. But if from the onset you developed a burning desire to succeed, that desire keeps you pushing on even when you meet roadblocks. As you pursue success, you meet disappointments, discouragements, temporal defeat and even criticism. But if your desire to succeed in life was really strong at the beginning, it helps you survive those troubles. 


	Equally radical, if you have a burning Desire to succeed, it gives you the will to do the tough things that others may not be willing to do. Despite the strength of the resistance you are facing, if you have an obsessive desire to succeed, you push on. It gives you the power to run the last one hundred yards of the marathon of success that others have refused to run, pull you across the finish line and gives you victory. So, desire not only kindles motivation, builds enthusiasm, sparks creativity and triggers action, it also maintains us through tough times. Develop a burning craving to succeed and back it by faith, it will not only lift you from lowly beginnings to places of power and wealth, it will also serve as the medium by which you stage a comeback after stumbling on a roadblock.


	 


	II. SIX MYTHS ABOUT SUCCESS


	However, they observed that those who don’t desire success in life do so because they entertained some myths about success. Let’s clear some of those misconceptions:


	Myth 1-Some say they don’t have any capacity to succeed.


	This set of people assumes that they cannot aspire for success because they don’t have any capacity and any talent to succeed. Those who reason like that simply ignore the fact that God created us and put within all of us wonderful potentials that can carry us to any height of success we wish. The greatest and richest untapped resource lies within you. Indeed a tremendous potential. We all have a talent and we shall prove this fact further in the next chapter. You have a talent and an inherent ability that can make you great, successful, rich, and a leader in your field. Certainly, everything you need to live a happy and successful life is within you. This talent can help you become whatever you want, and go as far in life as you want to. Truly, no success is going to be handed to you on a silver platter. Nevertheless, within you lie wonderful God given abilities to help you succeed in life if you believe it and work for it. 


	God endowed you like any of his creatures, and expects you to make the most of what you have been given to succeed. Don’t allow yourself to be deceived, you have the ability and capacity to succeed just like any successful person you see. Therefore, don’t worry about or covet abilities you don’t have. Instead focus on the talents God gave you to use, they have the potential to propel you to any success high to want. Don’t try to be like someone else, just as you are, you have the capacity to succeed in life. God is not impartial, he gave to all men he created, the capacity to succeed.


	Myth 2-Some people Think That They Don’t Have Any Value.


	Some people don’t aspire to succeed in life arguing that they don’t have any value that prompts them to desire success. They argue that it would not make any difference whether they succeed or not because they don’t have any value, and conclude that if they succeed or not it would mean nothing to anybody. Yet, even if it means nothing to all men, if we fail it means something to God who created any one of us with much value and expects us to succeed. God created anyone of us with wonderful and infinite values and with a purpose. 


	A proof that you have a value is that God intentionally created you. You don’t exist by accident. Your birth was no mistake or mishap, nor a fluke of nature. Your parents may not have planned you, but God did. Long before you were conceived by your parents, you were conceived in God’s mind. He thought of you first. It is not fate, nor chance, nor luck, nor coincidence that you are breathing at this very moment. In fact, God decided when you would be born and how long you would live. He planned the days of your life in advance, choosing the exact time of your birth and death. Because God planned your coming into this world, you have a value. 


	The next proof that you have a value is that you have a talent. All the capacities we have don’t come from us; they come from God who created us. And if God gave us a capacity, we have a value. Maybe God gave you five talents, maybe he gave you two, or maybe he gave you only one. Whether we have five talents or one, God expects all of us to succeed with it. God gave at least one talent to all the people he created. And if God created and endowed us even with only one talent, we have a value. You are alive because God wants you to succeed with the talent he gave you.


	A further proof that you have a value is that God purposefully created you. God did not only plan your coming into this world, he set a purpose for you to accomplish on this earth. Nothing in your life is arbitrary. It’s all for a purpose and a plan that God created and endowed you. He never does anything accidentally and never makes mistakes. He does everything for a reason. God purposefully prescribed every single detail of your potentials. He purposefully chose your race, the color of your skin, your hair, and every other feature of your body, but more especially your talent. He shaped you just the way he wanted it. He purposefully determined the natural talents you would possess and the uniqueness of your personality. He purposefully planned where you will be born and where you would live for his purpose. Because God purposefully made you, you deserve to succeed, and should therefore desire to succeed. 


	Aspire to succeed because you are the focus of God’s love. From what we have said so far, it is obvious that you are also the focus of God’s love, also valuable as any of the people He created. You are important and valuable, just as any successful human being you see. And if you are so valuable to God, you deserve to be successful in life.


	Myth 3-Some believe that they cannot rise above the system within which they live.


	This set of people assumes that, if you live in a family where no one ever succeeded, or live in a community where people are average, you should not dream of attaining a level of success that your family members have not attained. Or dream of rising above the level of your community. 


	The truth is that the potential God gave you is limitless, and can break any limitation. So no matter the status of the family and the community you come from, you can still desire to succeed and actually make it. Many of the successful people we see around and hear about came from very humble backgrounds. But because they believed in themself, they challenged any limitation related to their humble background and finally succeeded in life. Nobody in Jordan’s family or in Columbus’s family had ever attained the level of success that they reached. Yet, Jordan and Columbus did not limit themselves by the standard set by their family and community. The limitations on what we can do in our lives are largely self-imposed.


	When you think of the limitation set by your family and your community, you may be tempted to conclude that you can never be able to attend success. But the good news is that God doesn’t measure you in relation to your family, nor does He measure you in relation to your community. He measures you in relation to the potential he put in you. The truth is that we all have abilities in us that can take us to any level of success we wish. We just need to be willing, set plans and follow them out. Then we shall surprise our ownself, our family members and the members of our community. Anyhow, never measure your chances to succeed with the standard set by your family and community, measure it with the potential God has given you.


	Myth 4-Some say success come only by chance.


	These people sustain that nobody plans for success and attains it. According to them those who succeed do it by chance only, not because they did anything to obtain that success. Nevertheless, as we said somewhere, success is obtained by desire, planning, and the application of certain principles. So, if we desire success and work hard toward it we obtain it. Success is at times spell work and if you work, you surely attain success. Success doesn’t come by chance. In fact, “success by chance” is the slogan of lazy people. Margaret Thatcher the first woman prime minister of Great Britain was quite aware of that. She was mad against those who attributed success to chance, as she always worked hard to obtain what so ever she wanted in life. To illustrate, when she was eleven years old, she gave her speech in clear and measured tones to a competition of music and arts at the Finkin Street Methodist Church. A few minutes later, she took to stage a second time to play a piano solo and a pain duet with her friend Eileen. Being confident that the hard work that preceded her performance will unfailingly yield fruits, Margaret waited for the results expectantly. When the prizes were announced, she received silver medal in the junior speech class and gold medal for her piano duet. A teacher told her how lucky she was to win. Margaret looked her in the eye and replied, “I deserved it”. For her it was clear; her result was consequent to the hard work that preceded it. On another occasion, when she defeated Edward Heath to become the first woman leader of the Conservative Party, people asked her of her secret of the victory. She replied, “Merit.”


	As it was with Margaret Thatcher so it is with any person who succeeds. Behind their success lies work, hard work. If you are in need of success, don’t wait for chance because if you do success will never come. It would be better for you if you plan and start working hard. If you do, I assure you that success is on your way coming.


	Myth 5-Other people think that they have been failing for too long to again think of succeeding.


	These people hold that when someone has fail for long, no need for him to think again of succeeding, because it is too late and the fact that such a person has fail for long is an indication that he will never succeed. May be you are in this category, you think that because you have failed for long, no need for you again to desire and pursue success. If you reason like that, you are wrong because, many successful people we see today failed many times before reaching the success height they are enjoying today. Because they believed that no matter how long you have failed, if with God’s help you reshape your life with the right knowledge and positive attitudes, you will go ahead to succeed in life, the persisted and finally succeeded. 


	You have failed for long because you were not doing the right thing; you were not applying the right principles for attaining success. So, no matter your age and the period of time during which you have fail, with God’s help, if you start applying the right rules and principles for success, you will rise to highs that even the sky cannot limit you.


	Myth 6-Some other people say that pursuing success involve some insurmountable risk. 


	This set of people propagates that the way to success involves some expensive risk, so they are unwilling to aspire for success. These people prefer to remain in their protected zone and live a mediocre life. Notwithstanding, the road to success involves some risk that may be expensive. But, at the bottom line, any success attended worths thousand times the risk we took to achieve it. However, those who are afraid of risk should remember that the greatest risk in life is risking nothing. As a result, even if it means dropping some habits and losing some friends to obtain success, take the risk. Those who are unwilling to take the right risks to succeed automatically use short cuts, which are dubious ways. But you can be sure that any short cut you take on the way to success will ultimately cut you short.


	The way to any true success can be traced out. Either those who want to succeed like you or your children will trace your way to success. If you used dubious means to reach a high in life, they will discover it. Each time you cheat over the rules of success, people discover it sooner or later. If you use the right rules, they discover it too. So don’t deceive yourself. True success must follow the right rules and right principles to attain it, if not; it is no success at all. The word of God says that any success obtain with wrong means don’t abide. Even men who are morally upright in society don’t appreciate any man who uses dubious ways to achieve success. Success is at the reach of everybody, but you must keep to the rules of the game.


	In conclusion of this chapter. To succeed in life, we need the knowledge of what one wants and a burning desire to possess it, as Jordan’s and Columbus’s lives prove it. God never forces you to succeed, you should desire it. The Bible admits that God will grant us the desire of our hearts (Prov 10:24.NIV), but if you have no desire, what will He grant you? 


	When you have a burning desire to succeed, the next step toward success is to discover your talent. Learn more about talent discovery in the next chapter.









Principle 2


	Discover Your Talent


	 


	Those who succeed in life have discovered their talent. There are many ways to attempt at success, but the surest way of achieving it is to attempt succeeding with your talent. Thomas Edison is known as a great inventor and one of the greatest men that have ever existed on this earth. But Thomas Edison became famous because he discovered his talent for invention very early in life. If Edison wanted to follow the conventional circuit which consists in going to school then after that embrace a career, he will never have become a successful man. 


	In fact, close friends report that Edison was not really talented for book work, as one of his school master branded him as “retarded”. And, Edison actually finished only three months of formal education. Yet, Edison did not conclude that because he lacks talent for book work he has no talent at all. Instead, he discovered an area in which he was talented---invention, and went ahead to become one of the most successful people of his generation. 


	Edison produced his first invention, an electric vote recorder, when he was only twenty-one years all. He blessed the world with other great inventions such as the phonograph, the kinetoscope, the Dictaphone, the electric lamp (in particular the incandescent light bulb), and the autographic printer. He also greatly improved the telephone by inventing the carbon microphone. In fact Edison is credited for hundreds inventions. Though most of these inventions were not completely original but improvements of earlier inventions. 


	Like Edison, we all have a special talent, and, we have more chances to succeed in life if we seek to succeed with that talent.


	 


	

		WE EACH HAVE A TALENT





	God endowed all men with at least one talent. Talent is generally defined as a natural ability to do something well, an ability someone is born with. And, we each possess at least one talent. God gives each of us unique strengths, talents and natural abilities. To some God gives artistic ability like he did with Picasso and Michelangelo, to others musical ability as he did with Beethoven and Handel, though some musicians go to the devil for inspiration and fame, instead of demanding those things to God who gave them talents and gifts in the first place. To others God gives the ability to make things with their hands like he did with Milton Hershey who was a specialist in making chocolates, to others like Edison and Einstein God gave the ability to invent, to C.S. Lewis God gave the ability to write books and to others such as Coke of Norfolk and Viscount Townshend who played in major role in the agrarian revolution, God gave the ability to work in the farm. All those men succeeded because they discovered the unique talent with which God endowed them.


	God gave to all, something distinctive and individual to use for the wellbeing of mankind. God gave each of us a talent. It may be a talent to display on the world stage, or on a small stage as someone who makes a difference to just a few other people. Obviously, some people don’t believe that they are talented. They believe that others have a talent but not them. But the truth is that God the creator is impartial, he endowed each one of us with unique gifts and talents. That is what makes us individuals. Perhaps you think that God did not endow you with any particular talent. But if you take a closer look at yourself, you’ll discover some ability you possess in more abundance than others. Sure, someone out there is even better at this particular ability, but that’s not the point; you also have an increased ability in this area relative to your other skills and aptitudes. Maybe you’re a better athlete than musician, or maybe you’re a better artist than mathematician. May be you are a better preacher than teacher, or you are good at farming than fishing. That ability that abounds in you and makes you better than some people in that area is called natural talent. 


	God is a God of variety. So he gave different talents to the men he created. Not everyone is Picasso with the pencil. Not everyone is Pele in the pitch. Not everyone is Beethoven on a keyboard. Not everyone is everyone. And that’s okay. God did not create everyone the same; He gave great abilities to some and small abilities to others. Nevertheless, though God endowed some with more talent than others, He left none of us without talent. The impartial God knew that we each need certain talents to bless our generation and to make our way on this earthly journey, so he endowed us accordingly. 


	Our differences are inborn. From our mother’s womb the wise God endowed and prepared any one of us accordingly for the different work we have to do on this earth. So He gifted all of us differently. Gifted differently here means that, we cannot perform some gifts and talents effectively because God did not destine those for us. But it especially means that we have our particular gifts and talents that only we can perform effectively. God gifted some people for one thing and others for another. He did not endow all of us with the leadership capacity of Moses who led thousands of Israelites from Egypt to the promise land, or with the management abilities of Nelson Mandela who successfully manage his nation across a tumultuous period of transition. God did not endow all of us with the creative mind of Leonardo Da Vinci who painted Mona Lisa, nor with the skill of Pele who became the greatest footballer of all times. No, God has not endowed all of us with the scientific intelligent of Bill Gate who invented the Microsoft, nor with the technical abilities of some great inventors we see around and hear about. Yet, we are each gifted for something. We should therefore seek to discover that gift and seek to succeed with it.


	Success is not determined by the size of your talent. No matter the size and nature of your talent, you can succeed with it if you wish. We don’t need somebody else’s talent to succeed. The talent God gave us at creation is enough to make us succeed. Talents and spiritual gifts are like features of the body, you are born with them. You come to the natural world with your natural talents and come to the spiritual world with your spiritual gifts. Doubtless, with scientific advances attained in our generation, we use plastic surgery to make all men look alike. And, just as we do with plastic surgery adjusting the features of our body to our taste, we may be tempted to adjust our natural talents and spiritual gifts to our taste. But that is counterfeit and fighting with nature. God never intended it to be so. What is natural flows naturally and cannot be simulated without gross mistakes and consequences. 


	A man hardly has the talent and gift for all things, but no man ever lacks the talent and gift for something. We each have a talent and our success in life is not determined by the number of talent we have, but by the fact that we discover our talent and use it. So, instead of spending your days wishing that you were someone else, seek to discover, develop and use your own talent. If you do, no matter the quantity of that talent, you will succeed in life.


	 


	II. EIGHT STEPS TO DISCOVER YOUR TALENT


	God decided and determined your talent and endowed you accordingly. Your own task then is only to discover it. You don’t decide your talent, you just discover it. Today, more books, recordings, and seminars on how to discover our talent exist than ever in human history. This is because, no other important task inspires, challenges and rewards, as much as discovering what makes us different from others and gives us the possibility to succeed in life.


	 To discover your talent, follow these simple steps: 


	1. Start with prayer


	 Prayer is very important when we want to discover our talent. We do some things because we learned the skill, or simply in imitation of others. But the only person who knows exactly what our natural talents and creative potentials are, is the gift-giver Himself- God. So, ask Him to reveal those potentials to you in order that you consciously use them to succeed in life. 


	Interesting enough, the Lord anticipated our desire, and granted us the natural talents and spiritual gift we need even before we ask them. But we should ask him to unveil to us those capacities of which He endowed us. If He is so ready to grant before we ask, how much more will He grant when we ask! 


	Actually, God is ready to grant all things whatsoever we require when we do ask in faith. Ask him to reveal your natural talents and creative ability to you, He will surely do it. Asking God to reveal or at least help us discover the gift and talent He gifted us with is the first legitimate and recommended move towards talent discovery. Thus, every man should start his search for success by putting these questions in prayer -- What is my talent? What does God mean me to be and do in the world? When you sincerely ask those questions in prayer, God reveals your talents and gifts to you.


	God uses various ways to reveal our talent. To reveal those talents, God may choose to speak to you audibly about the talent he endowed you with, or he may choose to lead you discover them by yourself. After all, he has already done the most difficult thing---endowing us with a talent we did not even ask. So, when you have prayed and God has not spoken audibly, use the next steps to discover what you are good at.


	2. Reflect on Yourself


	Self-reflection helps us discover our talents and mission. Self-reflection leads to self-discovery and Self-discovery leads to talent discovery. Here you have to take some time just to reflect on yourself and try to understand who you really are. In this process, open your mind to all paths. Because you are likely blind to what some of your talents are, when evaluating your talents, open your mind to all possibilities. Keep in mind that talents come in all shapes and sizes and extend into many areas of life. These are steps for effective self-reflection:


	Think about your hobbies. Start self-reflection by thinking of your hobbies. These are the things you promptly engage into when you have free time. The things you enjoy and do happily also reveal your talents. Think those things you really love to do. The things you start doing and just don't even notice time passing. For some people, any free minute is an opportunity to sing. If you like music, you may be musically inclined. Try singing or learning an instrument. Others use their free minutes to write, others use theirs to play football, etc… anything you like doing promptly you have a talent for. 


	Think about things that come naturally to you. This tool of self-reflection consists in thinking of the Things you do without struggle. Those things, you can be called at any time to do them, and you do them without struggle and with lot of success. Do you ever find yourself telling someone, "Never mind, it's easier if I do it" or "Here, let me help you with that"? Do you find yourself correcting people? These behaviors usually indicate something that you're good at and know a lot about.


	 Listen to how you talk. The things we like talking about may reveal a talent that we have. Do you ever find yourself rambling to your family or your best friend about this subject that means so much to you? This might be another hint at a talent you have.


	Look back on your past. As you reflect on yourself in search of your talents, start by looking at your past. Look at the things that you've done. Look at the things you've enjoyed. Look at the times when you really excelled. Ask yourself questions like "What have I already realized in life that makes me really proud?" or "When did I displayed an aptitude that I didn't care what anyone thought?"


	To recognize your talents notice the things you excel at. Do people ever give you compliments on it? Do they ever ask for your help with it? One good thing to think about in regards to your past is your childhood experiences. What did you do a lot as a kid? What did you enjoy? What were you known for? Sometimes this reveals some of our deepest talents and certainly reveals interests that can be probed further. For this, inquire form your parents or seniors. Look back on your life and think about times where you really succeeded, times where you felt about to burst with the pride of your success. This may indicate a talent you possess. 


	Write the story of your life. This exercise helps reveal not only the talents that you have but also talents that you should consider developing. Write about what you were like as a kid, what you liked doing before and after school, what your favorite subjects were. Write about growing up. Write about where you're at in your life now. Now, write about your future. Write about where you want to go. Write about what you want people to say at your funeral. This exercise reveals your priorities and what you really think is important about yourself. It also reveals what you want for your life, helping you focus on talents you should cultivate if you want to achieve your dreams.


	Think about your past challenges and how you reacted to them. Times of trial often reveal our hidden skills in the sense that the aptitudes we display to cope with difficult moments are potential talents. Think about the tough situations that you dealt with. For example, staying alert and calm in an emergency is a really useful talent.


	If you fail to set this time aside for self-reflection, you will hardly understand who you are.


	3. Our temperament indicates our talent


	The next tool to discover your talent is to consider your temperament. We all have different talents, but experience proves that people of the same temperament possess some common talents. Indeed, Specialists in temperament have observed that people of the same temperament are attracted to some particular type of jobs in the society. For instance, researches show that most Sanguines excel as sales persons, actors, entertainers, preachers, etc... Most Choleric are leaders, producers, builders, pioneers. Melancholics are mostly artists, musicians, inventors, philosophers, doctors. As for phlegmatics many of them are diplomats, accountants, teachers, technicians. This doesn’t happen by chance, God made any one of us purposefully. 
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