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About This Book


Welcome to a new stand-alone but interconnected series from Dale Mayer. This is Bullard’s story—and that of his team’s. All raw, rough, incredibly capable men who have one goal: to find out who was behind the attack on their leader, before the attacker, or attackers, return to finish the job.

Stay tuned for more nonstop action as the men narrow down their suspects … and find a way to let love back into their own empty lives.

After finding the killer who’d tried to take out the entire team, and now with Bullard safe, the crew heads back to the island where he recovered. Leia wants to get married there, so Dave has gone ahead with Katie, Bullard’s caterer, to set things up.

Dave has a new lease on life, now that Bullard is safely back home, and fixes his sights on an old friend he’s always kept slightly distant. Katie has been in Dave’s orbit for a long time; she’s not sure what’s changed in their relationship, but something certainly has, and she couldn’t be happier.

Except for one loose thread from that same island. After all, someone let the outside world know Bullard was alive. Someone they had yet to find. So a week in paradise might start with some time in hell first.

Sign up to be notified of all Dale’s releases here!


Chapter 1
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Dave Montgomery arrived separately at the island two days ahead of the rest of the team. He walked through the tiny village, stopping specifically to see the medicine woman to pay his respects.

The old lady looked up at him, her face a plethora of wrinkles, layered on top of each other in every direction. But that gaze of hers was deep, dark, and direct. She smiled. “She’s okay now, isn’t she?”

“She is, indeed. They’ll be back here in a couple days.” He added, “Not to stay but for a visit.”

“Visits are good.” The old woman nodded. “She can’t stay here anymore.”

He looked at her in surprise.

She shook her head. “It’s another stage of her life. She needs to move on.”

“I think she’s ready to move on now too,” Dave agreed, but that didn’t mean he thought anybody else would. “I wanted to thank you for all the help that you gave her over the years.”

The old woman looked at him and cackled. “She’s been good for us. She’s a healer. There are never enough.”

He nodded, looked around. “Somebody here betrayed her and told the outside world and the men hunting her.”

The old woman nodded. “Somebody, but I don’t know who.”

He didn’t know whether he should believe her or not. At the same time, Dave wanted to make sure no ugliness surfaced during the visit for the upcoming wedding ceremony. “I want to make sure she’s safe when she comes back here.”

“I have no issues with her. She’s been good to us here.” The medicine woman stopped and thought for a moment, then frowned. “Did Terk find her with her kidnapper?”

“Terk sent us in the right direction to locate her.”

The medicine woman craned her neck, her gaze studying his face. He felt almost like a probe was searching his brain to make sure he had told the truth. Then she nodded. “Good. Terk is very strong, but he will need help.”

“In what way?” Dave asked cautiously. Terk was one of those guys who never asked for any help, and you never quite knew when he needed anything—other than to have people heed his warnings. But he always seemed to know when any of the team needed help.

She looked up at him, still prodding Dave with her gaze.

He frowned, hating the uneasiness that coursed down his back. “Terk knows he can call us if he needs something.”

She nodded. “You look after her now.”

“We will,” he replied. “They’re coming here to get married.”

At that, her face blew up into a beautiful smile. The layers of wrinkles were rearranged somehow, and the weariness of her face fell away leaving her face radiant.

“I wanted to invite all of you to her wedding. She became very close to you over the years that she was here.”

The medicine woman nodded and smiled. “We will be there.” Then she started to laugh. “It will be a big wedding.”

“I don’t know about that.” Yet his mind prepared to add to what some of the guys had planned.

“Oh, it will be.” She continued to smile. “You just don’t know it yet.”

“I do know of some ideas and plans in play, but I don’t know that anything will come of it.”

She just smiled and waved him off.

“We also need to know, when she leaves her island home, that it will be safe and ready for her, when she wants to return.”

“We are not thieves,” she stated. “We appreciate all she’s done for our people here, and she is more than welcome to return, whenever she so desires.”

“Thank you.” As he turned, he looked around, not yet leaving. “I have a friend coming in to help with the cooking and the setup.”

“She’s not just a friend, I see.”

Dave heard her but continued past that remark, not sure the old woman was speaking of Katie. “We’ll park a yacht just off Leia’s place.”

She nodded. “Good. You will be bringing lots of people then.”

“We will try not to interfere with your way of life.”

She laughed. “You already have.” Then she smiled again. “It’s good. For the town and for Leia. Now you must focus on Katie.”

Dave frowned. He had never mentioned her name to the medicine woman.

But she smiled and repeated, “Yes, Katie is good for you.”

With that, Dave turned and headed over to Leia’s place, thinking about the old woman and her remarks about Katie. Leia’s place was about a forty-minute walk from the main part of the village, where the old medicine woman lived. Leia was far enough away to be alone, and far enough away that, when something went wrong, she was in trouble. Still, she’d survived a lot of years here on her own.

But Katie would arrive before Leia did. Dave picked up the pace to be sure to be there for her, when she reached land.

As he walked toward the waterfront, where Bullard had spent those months recovering, Dave remembered what Leia had said about building a bed and a shelter around Bullard because he was too big to move. As Dave stood here and stared, he realized how true it was, and now that he knew, he could envision it. He just whistled because, without Leia telling him, Dave had already figured that Leia had gone to ingenious lengths in order to save Bullard. He was a huge man. Dave himself wasn’t small, by any measure, but to move someone, when they were injured and a dead weight like that, was almost impossible. How Leia, as small as she was, had moved Bullard, even as much as she did, was an amazing feat.

Dave and Bullard went back years, decades. Bullard had been with Dave when he lost his leg. Nothing Bullard could have done about that, given that a blast had been involved in severing his limb, but Bullard did save Dave’s life. And, when Dave lost his wife and daughter, Bullard had been there for Dave too. For the initial shock of that dual loss and for each of the many days thereafter. Dave now wondered if Bullard had put his life on pause because of Ice … and because of Dave. He sure hoped not. Having a wingman all these years, as both men remained resolutely single and unattached, yet loving people out of their reach, had been a balm to Dave.

But he hoped Bullard hadn’t done it just for Dave.

He shook his head, bringing this new clarity to his personal history, where he sheltered himself from future agonies. Did he really hold any devastation at bay by doing that? Or did he just reject any happiness along with the hurts? If so, it was time for him to embrace a new future, like Bullard.

That man was a force of nature. Dave had shared many ops with Bullard, and seeing him in action was death-defying. However, an unconscious Bullard, who couldn’t help anyone, not even himself? That thought scared the hell out of Dave. Thankfully Bullard had landed in Leia’s lap. Dave shuddered to think of the alternative ending, where Bullard had been found by anyone else.

Dave walked from the beach, where Bullard regained his strength, to the shelter, where he had lived for four months, while convalescing. Leia never explained how she had managed to drag Bullard this far. Probably some adrenaline surge, like reading about a mother lifting a car off a child.

Not knowing much about Leia but having spent years admiring Katie’s ingenuity, Dave knew what Katie would have done, faced with moving an unconscious Bullard. She would have constructed a sled out of all the available brush around here, with a rope attached to her waist and the sled. Dave laughed out loud, all by himself, just at the thought of Katie pulling that off. Much like Leia must have.

Katie was a loner too. She worried Dave at times, like when she went to feed the homeless on the streets, handing out leftover food after each event she catered. He kept telling her to check in with him before she did this and again when she returned home again. She would say, “You worried about me, Dave?” in that teasing voice of hers. Hell yes he was. But she never called him. “They know me, Dave. I’m accepted there.” Much like Leia was accepted here in the village.

Except for the one guy who had sold her out.

As Dave turned, he saw a yacht anchored a good one hundred yards offshore. He lifted an eyebrow to stare at it closer. Then he saw a small boat puttering toward the shore. He walked down to the edge of the beach and waited for it. And then he smiled.

It was Katie. Alone. She was fearless. She raised a hand in greeting.

He helped her out of the boat, saying, “You’ll get wet.”

“In a place like this? I would hope so. This is absolutely stunning.” She walked up on the shore and stared at the view. “This is really where he was for all those months?”

Dave nodded. “Insane, isn’t it?”

“It’s more than insane.” She chuckled. “Talk about being lucky.”

“Of all the things that Bullard is,” Dave agreed, “lucky is definitely one of them.”

She smiled and nodded. “What do we have for facilities?”

“It’s worse than I originally thought,” he admitted, “and I’m sorry about that.”

She looked at him with that unwavering smile. “Show me.”

On the way to Leia’s cook cabin, Dave gave Katie a tour, pointing out where Bullard had done his healing, while they had been searching for him, fearing the worst. Dave explained how Leia had built the bed and shelter up around him, and together Dave and Katie imagined how difficult it must have been.

She shook her head in awe. “That is one determined woman.”

“I know.” Dave smirked. “She’s very much in love with the man now, but, back then, he was just a near-dead stranger she found in the ocean.”

“Hard not to love Bullard,” Katie replied lightly. “He’s a good guy.”

“Oh God, does that mean you’re in love with him too?” Dave’s tone was joking, but inside he wondered because he’d heard that same sentiment from so many different women over the years.

“Nope, not like that,” she corrected, with a shake of her head. “He’s an all-around good guy, definitely a good boss man too, though not somebody you’d want to cross. Yet underneath all that, he is definitely all heart.”

“I know.” Dave smiled and then walked up to show her the cabin, where Leia had stayed all these years.

Katie stepped inside, turned around to take it in. For a Spartan cabin, Leia had made it a very feminine and yet utilitarian space somehow, with drapes of mosquito netting and brightly colored cushions. When they got to the small corner where Leia had cooked, Katie frowned and winced. “Wow, if she fed herself by cooking on this for all those years, she deserves a medal for that too. But to feed Bullard as well? That is amazing.” She shook her head.

“I don’t imagine it was easy, but she did have access to supplies from the mainland,” he reminded her. “Plus, a lot of fresh local fish is around here, and the village has its many gardens, and she was probably trading her medical services to help them out in return for foodstuffs for her use.”

“Right, but still a lot is lacking here,” Katie noted.

“Only for a big celebration,” he pointed out. “For daily living, especially such a simple life, it was probably easy enough to manage.”

“I’m jealous, actually,” Katie admitted. “I can’t imagine how joyful it would be to stay here, to live so simply, even for a week or two.”

“We’re working on purchasing other properties here.” He stood tall, hands on hips, taking in this part of the island. “So, if you ever want to come and stay for a while, I’m sure that can be arranged.”

She looked at him in surprise. “Why are you guys buying land here?”

“Leia doesn’t want to let go of this special place, where she got the respite and the peace that she needed to heal,” he replied quietly. “This is also where she and Bullard met and spent all that time together. And, day by day, she brought him back to life.”

“She’s a romantic,” Katie noted.

“Bullard too. The first thing he did when they got safely home was buy up the adjoining land, so we all could come here for holidays. Now he’s just waiting on the paperwork to make it legal.”

She chuckled. “Yep, he’s a romantic too.”

“What? Does that mean you’re not?”

“Of course I am.” Katie shrugged. “I’m female. That almost goes with the territory, for most of us anyway.”

He laughed. “So, will you make this work?”

“Do I have any choice?” she asked.

“Not really,” he said, with a laugh.

“In that case, I can make it work.” She spun around the tiny cabin, frowning. “But, if we’re talking food for three meals a day for a lot of people, over several days, we’ll need a decent amount of supplies.”

“We can get supplies brought up to the yacht on a daily basis, so I don’t think that’s an issue.”

“Not when you’ve got money,” she noted. “In that case, you can do pretty much whatever you want.”

“Oh, good.” Dave gave a nervous laugh. “I was worried I might have set you up for a big pain in the neck.”

“No, it’ll be fine, but all the trouble that happened here, all the danger here has passed, right?”

“Yes, for the most part. Leia and Bullard both had enemies after them, and both have been dealt with. Now somebody here on the island betrayed her, whether a local or from the mainland, which is how the word got out that the two of them were here, but we’re not exactly sure who that was and what it was all about. Money probably.”

“Hopefully you get it resolved before too long,” she said, her gaze steady on Dave. “The last thing I want is to have anybody disrupt our time here.”

“Do you think you’ll have time to actually enjoy yourself?”

She turned and looked at him in surprise, then laughed. “Honestly, I should be thanking you guys and doing this for free. The idea of spending time here right now is fabulous, but I do still have to work for a living.” Katie turned that cheeky grin of hers on Dave. “So, thank you for using my services and not somebody else’s catering company. I’ll kill you if you try to change it now.”

“No change needed.” Dave smiled, his hands up in mock surrender. “Bullard is always really happy with your food.”

“I do cater for him quite a lot.” She turned to look at him. “So, how are you holding up anyway?”

“Me? I’m doing well. Why do you ask?”

“I just wanted to make sure that you’re doing okay with Bullard’s new status.”

He looked at her in surprise.

She shrugged. “I don’t know all the particulars, but it seemed that the two of you have both been single for a long time. It’s not always easy to watch somebody who’s kind of been your wingman, so to speak, suddenly find somebody special.”

“Bullard really needed this,” Dave acknowledged. “He’s been so focused on his work, living only half a life for a long time, always hankering after something he couldn’t have. Knowing the score but incapable of changing it. That situation was hard on everybody, seeing Bullard not truly happy and settled in life.” As soon as the words were out of his mouth, Dave knew they applied equally to him. Another revelation as to his own life.

“And sometimes we only hanker after what we can’t have because we can’t have it,” she reminded him. “It’s a safe way to do nothing.”

He smiled. “Either way, Bullard is over the moon in love, and I am delighted for him.” He said it in a firm voice, and he hoped she believed him because he was very happy for Bullard. Did it highlight Dave’s own situation? Absolutely. As he studied the woman in front of him, he realized that, although they had become good friends, they hadn’t really gotten any further than that.

Was Dave interested in pursuing his relationship with Katie further? Yes. Was this spurred on by Bullard’s love for Leia? Probably. Was Dave finally taking a critical 360-degree look at his own personal life? Definitely. If Bullard could find a love that rivaled his idyllic love for Ice, then what were the odds that Dave could find a love that equaled or eclipsed his love for his wife and daughter? Maybe better than he thought. Dave finally saw hope, saw possibility, saw how he had limited his life.

Now, more than ever, Dave really wanted a chance at forever with Katie.
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Katie had been crushing on Dave since the first time Bullard had hired her and had introduced her to Dave to assist in that initial catering job—and many others since. That was so many years ago. She shook her head at that. Why hadn’t she spoken up way back when? She could have asked him out, after all. She didn’t know what held her back exactly.

At that meeting eons ago, before Bullard even spoke, Katie caught her first-ever glimpse of Dave, feeding a stray dog what looked like homemade dog biscuits. This huge battle-scarred warrior had a soft spot for animals. It still brought tears to Katie’s eyes when she remembered that fateful day. And he continued to show her his sensitive side, not being all about ego and alpha-male superiority, even though Dave was just as confident and as fully male as Bullard.

Katie had learned much more about Dave over the years. He was all about saving the planet, not disrupting Mother Nature, treating Earth with the respect needed to further our human race. He got especially irate when dealing with continuing crimes against women and children—raping, trafficking, abusing.
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Apache License
                           Version 2.0, January 2004
                        http://www.apache.org/licenses/

   TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE, REPRODUCTION, AND DISTRIBUTION

   1. Definitions.

      "License" shall mean the terms and conditions for use, reproduction,
      and distribution as defined by Sections 1 through 9 of this document.

      "Licensor" shall mean the copyright owner or entity authorized by
      the copyright owner that is granting the License.

      "Legal Entity" shall mean the union of the acting entity and all
      other entities that control, are controlled by, or are under common
      control with that entity. For the purposes of this definition,
      "control" means (i) the power, direct or indirect, to cause the
      direction or management of such entity, whether by contract or
      otherwise, or (ii) ownership of fifty percent (50%) or more of the
      outstanding shares, or (iii) beneficial ownership of such entity.

      "You" (or "Your") shall mean an individual or Legal Entity
      exercising permissions granted by this License.

      "Source" form shall mean the preferred form for making modifications,
      including but not limited to software source code, documentation
      source, and configuration files.

      "Object" form shall mean any form resulting from mechanical
      transformation or translation of a Source form, including but
      not limited to compiled object code, generated documentation,
      and conversions to other media types.

      "Work" shall mean the work of authorship, whether in Source or
      Object form, made available under the License, as indicated by a
      copyright notice that is included in or attached to the work
      (an example is provided in the Appendix below).

      "Derivative Works" shall mean any work, whether in Source or Object
      form, that is based on (or derived from) the Work and for which the
      editorial revisions, annotations, elaborations, or other modifications
      represent, as a whole, an original work of authorship. For the purposes
      of this License, Derivative Works shall not include works that remain
      separable from, or merely link (or bind by name) to the interfaces of,
      the Work and Derivative Works thereof.

      "Contribution" shall mean any work of authorship, including
      the original version of the Work and any modifications or additions
      to that Work or Derivative Works thereof, that is intentionally
      submitted to Licensor for inclusion in the Work by the copyright owner
      or by an individual or Legal Entity authorized to submit on behalf of
      the copyright owner. For the purposes of this definition, "submitted"
      means any form of electronic, verbal, or written communication sent
      to the Licensor or its representatives, including but not limited to
      communication on electronic mailing lists, source code control systems,
      and issue tracking systems that are managed by, or on behalf of, the
      Licensor for the purpose of discussing and improving the Work, but
      excluding communication that is conspicuously marked or otherwise
      designated in writing by the copyright owner as "Not a Contribution."

      "Contributor" shall mean Licensor and any individual or Legal Entity
      on behalf of whom a Contribution has been received by Licensor and
      subsequently incorporated within the Work.

   2. Grant of Copyright License. Subject to the terms and conditions of
      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,
      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable
      copyright license to reproduce, prepare Derivative Works of,
      publicly display, publicly perform, sublicense, and distribute the
      Work and such Derivative Works in Source or Object form.

   3. Grant of Patent License. Subject to the terms and conditions of
      this License, each Contributor hereby grants to You a perpetual,
      worldwide, non-exclusive, no-charge, royalty-free, irrevocable
      (except as stated in this section) patent license to make, have made,
      use, offer to sell, sell, import, and otherwise transfer the Work,
      where such license applies only to those patent claims licensable
      by such Contributor that are necessarily infringed by their
      Contribution(s) alone or by combination of their Contribution(s)
      with the Work to which such Contribution(s) was submitted. If You
      institute patent litigation against any entity (including a
      cross-claim or counterclaim in a lawsuit) alleging that the Work
      or a Contribution incorporated within the Work constitutes direct
      or contributory patent infringement, then any patent licenses
      granted to You under this License for that Work shall terminate
      as of the date such litigation is filed.

   4. Redistribution. You may reproduce and distribute copies of the
      Work or Derivative Works thereof in any medium, with or without
      modifications, and in Source or Object form, provided that You
      meet the following conditions:

      (a) You must give any other recipients of the Work or
          Derivative Works a copy of this License; and

      (b) You must cause any modified files to carry prominent notices
          stating that You changed the files; and

      (c) You must retain, in the Source form of any Derivative Works
          that You distribute, all copyright, patent, trademark, and
          attribution notices from the Source form of the Work,
          excluding those notices that do not pertain to any part of
          the Derivative Works; and

      (d) If the Work includes a "NOTICE" text file as part of its
          distribution, then any Derivative Works that You distribute must
          include a readable copy of the attribution notices contained
          within such NOTICE file, excluding those notices that do not
          pertain to any part of the Derivative Works, in at least one
          of the following places: within a NOTICE text file distributed
          as part of the Derivative Works; within the Source form or
          documentation, if provided along with the Derivative Works; or,
          within a display generated by the Derivative Works, if and
          wherever such third-party notices normally appear. The contents
          of the NOTICE file are for informational purposes only and
          do not modify the License. You may add Your own attribution
          notices within Derivative Works that You distribute, alongside
          or as an addendum to the NOTICE text from the Work, provided
          that such additional attribution notices cannot be construed
          as modifying the License.

      You may add Your own copyright statement to Your modifications and
      may provide additional or different license terms and conditions
      for use, reproduction, or distribution of Your modifications, or
      for any such Derivative Works as a whole, provided Your use,
      reproduction, and distribution of the Work otherwise complies with
      the conditions stated in this License.

   5. Submission of Contributions. Unless You explicitly state otherwise,
      any Contribution intentionally submitted for inclusion in the Work
      by You to the Licensor shall be under the terms and conditions of
      this License, without any additional terms or conditions.
      Notwithstanding the above, nothing herein shall supersede or modify
      the terms of any separate license agreement you may have executed
      with Licensor regarding such Contributions.

   6. Trademarks. This License does not grant permission to use the trade
      names, trademarks, service marks, or product names of the Licensor,
      except as required for reasonable and customary use in describing the
      origin of the Work and reproducing the content of the NOTICE file.

   7. Disclaimer of Warranty. Unless required by applicable law or
      agreed to in writing, Licensor provides the Work (and each
      Contributor provides its Contributions) on an "AS IS" BASIS,
      WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or
      implied, including, without limitation, any warranties or conditions
      of TITLE, NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, or FITNESS FOR A
      PARTICULAR PURPOSE. You are solely responsible for determining the
      appropriateness of using or redistributing the Work and assume any
      risks associated with Your exercise of permissions under this License.

   8. Limitation of Liability. In no event and under no legal theory,
      whether in tort (including negligence), contract, or otherwise,
      unless required by applicable law (such as deliberate and grossly
      negligent acts) or agreed to in writing, shall any Contributor be
      liable to You for damages, including any direct, indirect, special,
      incidental, or consequential damages of any character arising as a
      result of this License or out of the use or inability to use the
      Work (including but not limited to damages for loss of goodwill,
      work stoppage, computer failure or malfunction, or any and all
      other commercial damages or losses), even if such Contributor
      has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

   9. Accepting Warranty or Additional Liability. While redistributing
      the Work or Derivative Works thereof, You may choose to offer,
      and charge a fee for, acceptance of support, warranty, indemnity,
      or other liability obligations and/or rights consistent with this
      License. However, in accepting such obligations, You may act only
      on Your own behalf and on Your sole responsibility, not on behalf
      of any other Contributor, and only if You agree to indemnify,
      defend, and hold each Contributor harmless for any liability
      incurred by, or claims asserted against, such Contributor by reason
      of your accepting any such warranty or additional liability.

   END OF TERMS AND CONDITIONS

   APPENDIX: How to apply the Apache License to your work.

      To apply the Apache License to your work, attach the following
      boilerplate notice, with the fields enclosed by brackets "[]"
      replaced with your own identifying information. (Don't include
      the brackets!)  The text should be enclosed in the appropriate
      comment syntax for the file format. We also recommend that a
      file or class name and description of purpose be included on the
      same "printed page" as the copyright notice for easier
      identification within third-party archives.

   Copyright [yyyy] [name of copyright owner]

   Licensed under the Apache License, Version 2.0 (the "License");
   you may not use this file except in compliance with the License.
   You may obtain a copy of the License at

       http://www.apache.org/licenses/LICENSE-2.0

   Unless required by applicable law or agreed to in writing, software
   distributed under the License is distributed on an "AS IS" BASIS,
   WITHOUT WARRANTIES OR CONDITIONS OF ANY KIND, either express or implied.
   See the License for the specific language governing permissions and
   limitations under the License.
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