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Introduction


	 

	 

	The main objective of this book is to provide you an impressive and invaluable collection of most used English phrasal verbs with example sentences also included, so as to learn how to properly use them. 

	Phrasal verbs are verbs that consist of a verb and a particle (a preposition or adverb) or a verb and two particles (an adverb and a preposition, as in get on with or look forward to). Phrasal verbs usually have a one-word equivalent. 

	Learning the most used phrasal verbs will help you make your English sound more fluent and thus you will be able to communicate better.

	Phrasal verbs are extremely common in English. They are found in a wide variety of contexts. You may have noticed them in songs, in film titles or in newspaper headlines.

	It is important to remember that phrasal verbs are used when speaking informally and this book has more than 3,100 phrasal verbs for you to discover or rediscover.

	I hope you find this book very useful and recommend it to your peers!

	 

	Good luck! 

	 


English phrasal verbs beginning with “A”

	1.abide by = Accept or follow a decision or rule. 

	e.g. Steve has to abide by what the court says.

	 

	2.account for = To explain.

	e.g. She has to account for all the money that misses.

	 

	3.ache for = Want something or someone a lot.

	e.g. My girlfriend has been away for a fortnight – I am aching for her.

	 

	4.act on (I) = To take action because of something like information received.

	e.g. The police were acting on a tip and they finally caught the gang red-handed.

	 

	5.act on (II) = To affect.

	e.g. The medicine only acts on infected tissue.

	 

	6.act out (I) = Perform something with actions and gestures.

	e.g. They acted out the story on stage, which was beautiful.

	 

	7.act out (II) = Express an emotion in your behaviour.

	e.g. Their anger is acted out in their antisocial behaviour and you can easily notice this.

	 

	8.act up = Behave badly or strangely.

	e.g. My laptop is acting up; I think I might have a virus.

	 

	9.act upon (I) = To take action because of something like information received.

	e.g. The army were acting upon a tip-off.

	 

	10.act upon (II) = Affect

	e.g. This enzyme acts upon certain proteins.

	 

	11.add on = Include a calculation.

	e.g. You have to add the tax on to the price they give.

	 

	12.add up (I) = To make a mathematical total.

	e.g. They added up the bill to check if it was correct.

	 

	13.add up (II) = Be a satisfactory explanation for something.

	e.g. He explained why the project wasn’t ready, but his story doesn’t add up.

	 

	14.add up to (I) = Have a certain result.

	e.g. Transportation delays are getting worse and with these enormous fares, it all adds up to misery for the commuters.

	 

	15.add up to (II) = Come to a certain amount or figure.

	e.g. The total costs of this project add up to several billion euros.

	 

	16.agree with = Affect – usually used in the negative to show that something has had a negative effect, especially if it makes you feel bad.

	e.g. I feel terrible – that food didn’t agree with my stomach.

	 

	17.aim at (I) = To target.

	e.g. The magazine is aimed at the retired.

	 

	18.aim at (II) = Intend to achieve.

	e.g. We’re aiming at reducing costs by five percent.

	 

	19.allow for = Include something in a plan or calculation.

	e.g. You should allow for risks when planning a mission.

	 

	20.allow of = Make possible, permit.

	e.g. The rules don’t allow of any exceptions.

	 

	21.angle for = Try to get something indirectly, by hinting or suggesting.

	e.g. He has been angling for an invitation, but I don’t want him to come.

	 

	22.answer back = To reply rudely to someone in authority.

	e.g. Her manager was shocked when she started answering him back.

	 

	23.answer for (I) = Be held responsible for a problem.

	e.g. The government should be made to answer for their mistakes.

	 

	24.answer for (II) = Speak on behalf of someone or from knowing them.

	e.g. I can answer for my partner because I know his position on this matter.

	 

	25.argue down (I) = Beat someone in a debate, discussion or argument.

	e.g. The teacher tried to argue the girl down, but she couldn’t.

	 

	26.argue down (II) = Persuade someone to drop the price of something they’re selling.

	e.g. She argued him down fifteen percent.

	 

	27.argue down (III) = Try to persuade people not to accept a proposition, motion etc.

	e.g. They tried to argue down the proposal.

	 

	28.argue out = Argue about a problem to find a solution.

	e.g. If we can’t argue our differences out, we’ll have to take them to court.

	 

	29.ask about = Ask how someone is doing, especially professionally and in terms of health.

	e.g. She asked about my father.

	 

	30.ask after = Enquire about someone’s health, how life is going.

	e.g. She rang earlier and asked after you, so I told her you were quite fine.

	 

	31.ask around (I) = Ask a number of people for information of help.

	e.g. I have no idea, but I’ll ask around at work.

	 

	32.ask around (II) = Invite someone.

	e.g. I asked them around for dinner.

	 

	33.ask for (I) = To provoke a negative reaction.

	e.g. You’re really asking for trouble.

	 

	34.ask for (II) = Request to have or be given.

	e.g. I asked for the menu, please.

	 

	35.ask in = To invite somebody into your house.

	e.g. Marry is at the door. Ask her in.

	 

	36.ask out = To invite someone for a date.

	e.g. He wanted to ask her out but was too shy.

	 

	37.ask over = To invite.

	e.g. They have asked us over for drinks on Saturday.

	 

	38.ask round = To invite someone.

	e.g. We asked Steve round for dinner.

	 

	39.auction off = Sell something in an auction.

	e.g. We auctioned off our property as we were heavily in debt.

	 

	 

	 

	 


English phrasal verbs beginning with “B”

	40.back away = Retreat or go backwards.

	e.g. They backed away when the man pulled a knife.

	 

	41.back down = Retract or withdraw your position or proposal in an argument.

	e.g. She refused to back down and was eventually fired.

	 

	42.back into = Enter a parking area in reverse gear.

	e.g. She prefers to back her car into the garage.

	 

	43.back off = Retreat.

	e.g. The police told the protesters to back off.

	 

	44.back out = Fail to keep an arrangement or promise.

	e.g. Marry backed out three days before the holiday so we gave the ticket to her sister.

	 

	45.back out of (I) = Fail to keep an agreement, arrangement.

	e.g. She backed out of the agreement at the very last minute.

	 

	46.back out of (II) = Exit a parking area in reverse gear.

	e.g. He backed the BMW out of its parking space.

	 

	47.back up (I) = Make a copy of computer data.

	e.g. You should always back up important files so that you won’t lose all your work if something goes wrong.

	 

	48.back up (II) = Support.

	e.g. The rest of the staff backed her up when she complained about working conditions.

	 

	49.back up (III) = Drive a vehicle backwards.

	e.g. Tim backed up without looking and ran over his bicycle.

	 

	50.bag out = Criticise.

	e.g. Don’t bag out her decisions. They are good.

	 

	51.bail out (I) = Save, rescue.

	e.g. The government had to bail out the railway company because it was losing so much money.

	 

	52.bail out (II) = Remove water from something that is flooded.

	e.g. My boat was leaking so I had to bail it out.

	 

	53.bail out (III) = Jump out of a plane because it is going to crash.

	e.g. The pilot and the passengers bailed out when they saw that engines had failed.

	 

	54.bail out of = Pay a bond to release someone from jail.

	e.g. You should bail your brother out of jail.

	 

	55.bail out on = Stop supporting someone when they are in trouble.

	e.g. She bailed out on him when the scandal broke.

	 

	56.bail up (I) = Talk to someone and delay them.

	e.g. I was late because she bailed me up on the phone and wouldn’t shut up.

	 

	57.bail up (II) = Rob someone at gunpoint.

	e.g. She was bailed up by a mugger as she came out of the bank.

	 

	58.ball up (I) = Confuse or make things complicated.

	e.g. This new project has balled me up – I have no idea what to do.

	 

	59.ball up (II) = Roll or form into a round shape.

	e.g. Having finished eating she balled up her napkin.

	 

	60.balls up (seldom used) = Spoil, ruin.

	e.g. Steve ballsed up the presentation.

	 

	61.bang about = Move in a place making a lot of noise.

	e.g. She’s banging about in the kitchen.

	 

	62. bang around = Move in a place making a lot of noise.

	e.g. I can hear him banging about in his room,

	 

	63.bang on = Talk at great length.

	e.g. Melisa banged on for half an hour but no one was listening.

	 

	64.bang on about = Keep talking about something.

	e.g. They are always banging on about cars.

	 

	65.bang out = Play a musical instrument loudly.

	e.g. She banged out the piano.

	 

	66.bang up (I) = Put someone in prison.

	e.g. The judge banged them up for ten years.

	 

	67.bang up (II) = Damage badly.

	e.g. I banged my car up last night.

	 

	68.bank on = Count or rely on.

	e.g. I’m banking on your help!

	 

	69.bargain down = Persuade someone to drop the price of something they’re selling.

	e.g. I bargained him down to half the price.

	 

	70.bargain for = Expect something to happen (usually negative).

	e.g. I haven’t bargained for this epidemic.

	 

	71.bargain on = Expect something to happen (usually negative).

	e.g. I haven’t bargained on their bankruptcy.

	 

	72.barge in = Enter a place and interrupt.

	e.g. She keeps barging in and asking trivial questions while I’m trying to work.

	 

	73.barge into = Enter a place and interrupt people rudely.

	e.g. They barged into my office without knocking.

	 

	74.bash about = Mistreat physically.

	e.g. If you bash your bicycle about like that, it won’t last long.

	 

	75.bash in = Break, damage or injure by hitting.

	e.g. The burglar bashed the door in to enter the house.

	 

	76.bash out = Write something quickly without much preparation.

	e.g. I bashed the draft out during the night before I had to hand it in.

	 

	77.bash up = Break, damage or hurt by hitting.

	e.g. The boys bashed him up in the pub fight last week.

	 

	78.bawl out (I)  = Scold, shout at someone.

	e.g. My girlfriend bawled me out for coming home drunk.

	 

	79.bawl out (II) = Sing or shout unpleasantly loudly.

	e.g. She bawled out our names at the top of her voice.

	 

	80.be after = Try to find or get.

	e.g. The police are after them because of the theft.

	 

	81.be along = Arrive.

	e.g. The next bus should be along in the next minutes.

	 

	82.be away = Be elsewhere, be on holiday etc.

	e.g. They’re away on business for two weeks.

	 

	83.be cut out for = Be suitable, have the necessary qualities.

	e.g. She’s not cut out for this kind of hard work.

	 

	84.be cut up = Be upset.

	e.g. She was very cut up about the exam results.

	 

	85.be down (I) = Be depressed.

	e.g. He has been down since his wife left him.

	 

	86.be down (II) = Be reduced or less.

	e.g. The firm’s profits are down this year.

	 

	87.be down on = Have negative feelings toward someone.

	e.g. After that argument, I am down on my manager.

	 

	88.be down with = Be ill.

	e.g. Steve is down with and is off work today.

	 

	89.be fed up = Be bored, upset or sick of something.

	e.g. I am fed up with your complaints!

	 

	90.be in (I) = Be at home or at work.

	e.g. She is never in. I always answer her calls.

	 

	91.be in (II) = Be submitted, arrive.

	e.g. The application form must be in by 5pm on Saturday.

	 

	92.be in on = Be involved in.

	e.g. The new girl was the only one who wasn’t in on the plan.

	 

	93.be not on = Be unacceptable.

	e.g. The way she’s behaving is just not on.

	 

	94.be off (I) = Be bad (of food).

	e.g. This strawberry yoghurt must be off; it smells awful.

	 

	95.be off (II) = Depart, leave.

	e.g. I should be off now. Thank you for everything!

	 

	96.be on (I) = Be functioning (of machines).

	e.g. The laptop is on.

	 

	97.be on (II) = Take place.

	e.g. The concert is on for the next two hours.

	 

	98.be on (III) = Take medication or drugs, especially when they affect the person badly.

	e.g. She is on anti-depressants and that’s not good for her.

	 

	99.be on (IV) = Be at the top of one’s game, performing very well.

	e.g. Steve is really on now – two goals in six minutes!

	 

	100.be on about = Mean, try to say.

	e.g. I couldn’t understand what she was on about – it made no sense to me.

	 

	101.be onto = Pursue, be aware of someone’s true nature.

	e.g. They’re being very prudent because they believe the police are onto them.

	 

	102.be out = Be absent from a place.

	e.g. She is out for a visit for the day.

	 

	103.be out of = Have no more left.

	e.g. I’m out of coffee so I’ll have to go and get some.

	 

	104.be out to = Attempt.

	e.g. She is out to get them sacked because she hates them.

	 

	105.be snowed under = Have too much work.

	e.g. We’re completely snowed under at work because there were two months of pause.

	 

	106.be taken aback = Be shocked or surprised.

	e.g. I was taken aback when I saw her in the pub.

	 

	107.be taken with = Like something.

	e.g. Marry was very taken with the movie.

	 

	108.be up (I) = Be out of bed.

	e.g. He’s not up yet.

	 

	109.be up (II) = Have increased or risen.

	e.g. The company’s profits are up by ten percent.

	 

	110.be up (III) = When the time for something finishes or expires.

	e.g. Time’s up. Please leave.

	 

	111.be up for = Be enthusiastic about an upcoming event.

	e.g. Are you up for the climb of this mountain?

	 

	112.be up to (I) = Be good enough.

	e.g. She’s not up to the job; get someone else.

	 

	113.be up to (II) = Doing something naughty or wrong.

	e.g. What are those kids up to? Do you know?

	 

	114.bear down on = Move towards.

	e.g. She saw him in the corner and bore down on him.

	 

	115.bear on = Influence, affect.

	e.g. The judge’s character may well bear on the final decision.

	 

	116.bear out = Confirm that something is correct.

	e.g. Statistics bear out the government’s positions on the issue.

	 

	117.bear up = Resist pressure.

	e.g. How are you bearing up under the strain?

	 

	118.bear up under = Cope with something difficult or stressful.

	e.g. There are bearing up under the mission pressure.

	 

	119.bear with = Be patient.

	e.g. Please bear with me a moment while I finish this message.

	 

	120.beat down (I) = Strong sunshine.

	e.g. The sun was really beating down and I couldn’t stay outside anymore.

	 

	121.beat down (II) = Get someone to lower the price of something.

	e.g. I managed to beat the seller down to ten euros.

	 

	122.beat out = Narrowly win in a competition.

	e.g. The marathon runner scarcely beat out his rival.

	 

	123.beat up = Attack violently.

	e.g. The mugger beat her up and stole her purse.

	 

	124.beaver away = Work hard.

	e.g. They are beavering away before the exam.

	 

	125.beaver away at = Work hard doing something.

	e.g. I have to beaver away at the project or else I will fail.

	 

	126.bed down (I) = Sleep somewhere less comfortable than normal.

	e.g. I had to bed down on the floor that night.

	 

	127.bed down (II) = Become established or successful over time.

	e.g. The new government has found it hard to bed down and become accepted.

	 

	128.bed out = Move a plant outside.

	e.g. When the weather warmed up she bedded the plants out.

	 

	129.beef up = Make something stronger or more solid.

	e.g. The company beefed up their assets.

	 

	130.belong to (I) = Be a member.

	e.g. I think she belongs to a secret society.

	 

	131.belong to (II) = Be connected to a time, place, belief, thing etc.

	e.g. Their idea belongs to the nineteenth century.

	 

	132.belong with = Be in the correct or appropriate location with other items.

	e.g. Does this DVD belong with those on the shelf?

	 

	133.belt out = Sing something loudly.

	e.g. They belted out the national anthems before the football game.

	 

	134.belt up (I) = Be quiet

	e.g. The teacher told the students to belt up.

	 

	135.belt up (II) = Fasten your seatbelt.

	e.g. He told the kids to belt up before the bus started.

	 

	136.bend down = Lower the top half of your body.

	e.g. She bent down to pick something up off the floor.

	 

	137.bend over = Lower the top part of your body.

	e.g. I bent over to do my shoes up.

	 

	138.bend over backwards = Do a lot to try to help or please someone.

	e.g. I bent over backwards for her and she isn’t grateful.

	 

	139.big up (I) = Exaggerate the importance.

	e.g. She bigs herself up all the time.

	 

	140.big up (II) = Increase the size of muscles by exercise.

	e.g. They work out a lot to big themselves up.

	 

	141.bitch up = Spoil or ruin something.

	e.g. She clearly bitched up the interview.

	 

	142.black out (I) = Fall unconscious.

	e.g. All of a sudden she blacked out.

	 

	143.black out (II) = Lose light.

	e.g. Everything blacked out when the power supply failed.

	 

	144.blank out (I) = Censor text so that words cannot be read.

	e.g. The phone numbers were blanked out in the documents shown to the court.

	 

	145.blank out (II) = Have a temporary memory failure.

	e.g. I was so nervous in the interview that I just blanked out.

	 

	146.blare out = A loud sound or music.

	e.g. The music was blaring out and I couldn’t fall asleep.

	 

	147.blast off = Leave the ground (spaceship/rocket).

	e.g. The space shuttle blasted off on schedule.

	 

	148.blaze away = Fire a gun repeatedly.

	e.g. The shooter blazed away at the wild duck.

	 

	149.bleed out = Cause sufficient blood loss to result in death.

	e.g. They bled out their hens.

	 

	150.bliss out = Be extremely relaxed and happy.

	e.g. I blissed out on the beach all day long.

	 

	151.block in (I) = Park a car and obstruct another car.

	e.g. I couldn’t use my car in the morning because someone had blocked it in.

	 

	152.block in (II) = Shade of fill in.

	e.g. She blocked in the events in her calendar.

	 

	153.block off = Obstruct an exit to prevent people from leaving.

	e.g. The police blocked off the city.

	 

	154.block out (I) = Stop light from entering or leaving.

	e.g. These trees block out the sun most of the day.

	 

	155.block out (II) = Try not to think about or feel something because it is upsetting or painful.

	e.g. It was so unpleasant that I try to block it out.

	 

	156.block up = Fill a space so that nothing can pass.

	e.g. The pipe’s blocked up and no water gets through.

	 

	157.blow away (I) = Kill.

	e.g. He grabbed a gun and blew the thief away.

	 

	158.blow away (II) = Beat rivals or competitors by a large margin.

	e.g. Their new product has blown all the other away.

	 

	159.blow away (III) = Impress greatly.

	e.g. His latest novel blew me away.

	 

	160.blow away (IV) = When the wind moves something from a place.

	e.g. The flag blew away in the storm.

	 

	161.blow down = When the wind forces something to fall.

	e.g. Some trees were blown down in the storm.

	 

	162.blow in = Arrive, sometimes suddenly or unexpectedly.

	e.g. He blew in from Italy this morning.

	 

	163.blow off (I) = Not keep an appointment.

	e.g. We were going to meet last night, but she blew me off at the very last minute.

	 

	164.blow off (II) = Ignore, not do something.

	e.g. I blew the project off.

	 

	165.blow off (III) = Expel gas from the anus.

	e.g. He blew off in front of everybody. What a shame!

	 

	166.blow out (I) = Extinguish candles, matches etc.

	e.g. The little boy blew the candles out on his birthday cake.

	 

	167.blow out (II) = Defeat decisively.

	e.g. They blew our team out.

	 

	168.blow over = When a scandal gets forgotten.

	e.g. The scandal blew over within a couple of weeks when the press found someone else to attack.

	 

	169.blow up (I) = Explode.

	e.g. The bombs blew up without any warning.

	 

	170.blow up (II) = Inflate.

	e.g. The type pressure was low, so I blew it up.

	 

	171.blow up (III) = Enlarge (a photograph).

	e.g. Can you blow up the photo so we can see his face?

	 

	172.blow up (IV) = The beginning of a storm.

	e.g. A storm blew up while we were out walking.

	 

	173.blow up (V) = Lose your temper, become angry.

	e.g. She blew up when she heard what I had done wrong.

	 

	174.blurt out = Say something quickly without thinking, especially if you shouldn’t.

	e.g. I was really angry when she blurted out our secret.

	 

	175.board out = Arrange for pets to stay somewhere while you’re away.

	e.g. I board my cat out when I leave town.

	 

	176.board up = Cover windows or doors with wood, metal etc.

	e.g. We decided to board up all the windows to stop people getting into the empty house.

	 

	177.bog down = Slow making progress.

	e.g. I got bogged down in my research and didn’t finish the treatment on time.

	 

	178.bog in = Eat enthusiastically.

	e.g. As we were starving, we bogged in the food.

	 

	179.bog into = Eat something enthusiastically.

	e.g. They bogged into the lunch.

	 

	180.bog off! = Get lost!

	e.g. I don’t want to hear you anymore. Bog off!

	 

	181.boil down = Simplify, reduce to the essentials.

	e.g. This report needs to be boiled down.

	 

	182.boil down to = Amount to.

	e.g. In the end, it all boils down to money.

	 

	183.boil over (I) = When a hot liquid spills out of a container.

	e.g. I forgot the milk on the cooker and it boiled over.

	 

	184.boil over (II) = When people lose their tempers and things get nasty.

	e.g. The tension had been building up and it boiled over in the meeting.

	 

	185.boil up (I) = Feel a negative emotion strongly.

	e.g. The anger boiled up in me when I saw what she had done.

	 

	186.boil up (II) = Cook or heat something to boiling point.

	e.g. She boiled up some water for two cups of coffee.

	 

	187.bolster up = Give support, reinforce, strengthen.

	e.g. We were all scared but the commanding officer bolstered up our courage.

	 

	188.bone up = Study hard for a reason.

	e.g. I will have to bone up to get a good mark.

	 

	189.bone up on = Study hard for a goal or reason.

	e.g. I need to bone up on my English grammar for the exam.

	 

	190.book in (I) = Make a reservation in advance.

	e.g. I’ll book us in at this hotel.

	 

	191.book in (II) = Check in a hotel.

	e.g. I took a bus from the airport to the hotel and booked in.

	 

	192.book into (I) = Make a reservation in advance.

	e.g. I’ve booked us into a hotel downtown.

	 

	193.book into (II) = Check in a hotel.

	e.g. The lovers booked into the first hotel they could find.

	 

	194.book out = Leave a place in a hurry.

	e.g. I the people arriving. Let’s book out!

	 

	195.book up = Reserve.

	e.g. The flight is fully booked up. I’m sorry.

	 

	196.boot up = Start a computer.

	e.g. They booted up the computer and started work.

	 

	197.border on (I) = Be located next to a place.

	e.g. France borders on Germany.

	 

	198.border on (II) = Be very nearly something.

	e.g. What she did was bordering on betrayal.

	 

	199.boss about = Use excessive authority to control people.

	e.g. The new manager bosses everyone about.

	 

	200.boss around = Use excessive authority to control people.

	e.g. The old manager used to boss around everybody.

	 

	201.botch up = Ruin or spoil something.

	e.g. Unfortunately, I botched up the whole project.

	 

	202.bottle away = Store up.

	e.g. He kept his feelings bottled away.

	 

	203.bottle out = Lack courage to do something.

	e.g. Maria intended to tell her boss exactly what she thought, but bottled out in the end.

	 

	204.bottle up = Not express your feelings.

	e.g. Brian decided to bottle up his feelings even though he was furious.

	 

	205.bottom out = Pass the lowest point and start rising.

	e.g. The SARS-CoV-2 recession bottomed out and the economy is recovering well.

	 

	206.bounce back = Recover.

	e.g. The economy is bouncing back from the recession.

	 

	207.bounce off = Test ideas.

	e.g. Three days ago, we bounced ideas off in a brainstorm session.

	 

	208.bowl out = Hit someone’s wicket in cricket with the ball.

	e.g. Tom bowled the other player out first ball.

	 

	209.bowl over (I) = Surprise someone greatly.

	e.g. I was bowled over by the latest news.

	 

	210.bowl over (II) = Knock someone to the ground.

	e.g. The little boy was bowled over by the crowd rushing out.

	 

	211.box in = Prevent something from moving. especially a vehicle.

	e.g. My car was boxed in by the bus.

	 

	212.box up = Pack things in boxes to move them.

	e.g. At the end of the project, I boxed my articles up and sent them home.

	 

	213.brace up = Feel more confident or optimistic about something.

	e.g. Brace up and stop worrying!

	 

	214.branch out = Move into a different area of business.

	e.g. The local entrepreneurs have branched out into banking.

	 

	215.break away = Leave an organisation, usually to form a new one.

	e.g. They broke away from the Socialist Party.

	 

	216.break down (I) = End negotiations unsuccessfully.

	e.g. The talks between management and employees broke down.

	 

	217.break down (II) = Start crying.

	e.g. She broke down in tears.

	 

	218.break down (III) = Stop working.

	e.g. My car has broken down, so I came by bus.

	 

	219.break down (IV) = Remove a barrier or obstacle.

	e.g. She had to break down their opposition to her ideas.

	 

	220.break in (I) = Go into a building to steal something.

	e.g. The burglars broke in and stole the laptop.

	 

	221.break in (II) = Interrupt something.

	e.g. I’m sorry to break in on your dialogue, but there’s a big problem.

	 

	222.break in (III) = Train a horse to be ridden.

	e.g. It took ages to break that horse in.

	 

	223.break in (IV) = Carefully use new products until they are fully functional.

	e.g. I must watch my speed until I break in my new Audi.

	 

	224.break off (I) = Break a piece from something.

	e.g. The little girl broke off a square of chocolate and have it to her cousin.

	 

	225.break off (II) = End a relationship.

	e.g. She decided to break off their engagement.

	 

	226.break out = Start a war or a conflict.

	e.g. They are worried that war will break out.

	 

	227.break out in = Sweat heavily, develop skin sores or irritation.

	e.g. The measles caused her to break out in a rash.

	 

	228.break out of = Escape.

	e.g. Three dangerous prisoners broke out of prison last night.

	 

	229.break through = Pass a barrier or obstacle.

	e.g. The crowd broke through the barriers and attacked the animals.

	 

	230.break up (I) = Break into many pieces.

	e.g. The plate broke up when I dropped it on the floor.

	 

	231.break up (II) = Close an educational institution for the holidays.

	e.g. Faculties break up at the end of July.

	 

	232.break up (III) = Finish a relationship.

	e.g. We had been going out for some year before we broke up.

	 

	233.break up (IV) = Become inaudible over the telephone because of interference.

	e.g. You’re breaking up; I’ll call you back in a few minutes.

	 

	234.breeze along = Move easily and quickly.

	e.g. The swan breezes along the lake.

	 

	235.breeze in = Enter a place quickly.

	e.g. The man breezed in and started shouting at us.

	 

	236.breeze into = Enter a place quickly.

	e.g. She breezed into the room and shut the TV off.

	 

	237.breeze through = Pass easily, succeed.

	e.g. They breezed through their exams.

	 

	238.brick in = Close or fill a space with bricks.

	e.g. I bricked in the window.

	 

	239.brick up = Close or fill a space with bricks.

	e.g. They bricked the back entrance up.

	 

	240.brighten up (I) = Improve (weather).

	e.g. The day started cloudy but brightened up during afternoon.

	 

	241.brighten up (II) = Become happier.

	e.g. He brightened up when she told him the truth.

	 

	242.brighten up (III) = Make something more attractive or pleasant.

	e.g. We tried to brighten the room up by paining it.

	 

	243.bring up (I) = Mention.

	e.g. We didn’t bring up the subject at the meeting.

	 

	244.bring up (II) = Raise a child.

	e.g. I consider that my parents brought me up strictly.

	 

	245.bring up (III) = Be officially charged with a crime.

	e.g. He was brought up on charges of mass murder.

	 

	246.brush off = Ignore, pay little attention.

	e.g. The manager brushed off the criticism.

	 

	247.brush up = Improve a skill quickly.

	e.g. He took a three-week course to brush up his English.

	 

	248.bubble over = Become very excited.

	e.g. They bubbled over when they heard the results.

	 

	249.buck up (I) = Hurry.

	e.g. Buck up! The taxi is waiting for us.

	 

	250.buck up (II) = Smarten up, improve.

	e.g. You should buck up your ideas on this project.

	 

	251.bucket down = Rain heavily.

	e.g. You should take an umbrella; it’s bucketing down.

	 

	252.buckle down = Start working hard, apply yourself.

	e.g. I had to buckle down again and study for the admission exam.

	 

	253.buckle under = Accept something under pressure, against your will.

	e.g. I didn’t like the idea, but I had to buckle under.

	 

	254.buckle up = Fasten a seatbelt.

	e.g. Everyone is told to buckled up before take-off.

	 

	255.budge up = Move to make space for someone.

	e.g. I budged up to let the fourth person in the back of the car.

	 

	256.buff up (I) = Clear, clean or make something shine.

	e.g. The watch looked amazing after I buffed it up.

	 

	257.buff up (II) = Improve.

	e.g. After the scandal, the President tried to buff up his public image.

	 

	258.buff up on = Improve your knowledge quickly.

	e.g. I buffed up on my grammar skills.

	 

	259.bug off! = Go away!

	e.g. I told the little boy to bug off.

	 

	260.bug out (I) = Open your eyes wide in surprise.

	e.g. He bugged out when Marry turned up.

	 

	261.bug out (II) = Leave somewhere in a hurry.

	e.g. They bugged out when the army arrived.

	 

	262.build up (I) = Develop a company.

	e.g. They built the business up from nothing.

	 

	263.build up (II) = Increase.

	e.g. Tension has built up since they passed that law.

	 

	264.bulk out = Make something bigger or thicker.

	e.g. I bulked the presentation out with a few quotes to reach the number of required lines.

	 

	265.bulk up = Gain weight, develop bigger muscles.

	e.g. Brian bulked up a lot since he got steroids.

	 

	266.bump into = Meet by chance.

	e.g. I bumped into David yesterday.

	 

	267.bump off = Kill.

	e.g. The drug dealer was bumped off by police.

	 

	268.bump up = Increase.

	e.g. They always bump up prices in summer.

	 

	269.bundle off = Send someone somewhere.

	e.g. We bundled the kids off to bed.

	 

	270.bundle out = Expel.

	e.g. The barman bundled the drunk man out.

	 

	271.bundle up (I) = Put on warm clothing.

	e.g. We bundled up before going out as it was heavily snowing.

	 

	272.bundle up (II) = Wrap or tie things together.

	e.g. I bundled up my drafts and dropped them in the bin.

	 

	273.bunk off = Not go to school when you should.

	e.g. I used to bunk off school and go into town with my colleagues.

	 

	274.buoy up (I) = Make someone feel more positive.

	e.g. The positive review buoyed her up.

	 

	275.buoy up (II) = Keep afloat.

	e.g. The lifejacket buoyed me up till the rescue boat arrived.

	 

	276.burn down = Burn completely.

	e.g. We had to completely rebuild the house after the old one burned down.

	 

	277.burn off = Remove by burning or similar process.

	e.g. I burn off a lot of calories by running.

	 

	278.burn out = Lose enthusiasm and energy to continue in a demanding job.

	e.g. Jane burnt out after twelve years working as a nurse.

	 

	279.burn up (I) = Destroy completely by fire.

	e.g. All my possessions were burned up in the fire.

	 

	280.burn up (II) = Drive at high speed.

	e.g. The racers burned up the roads but were soon arrested.

	 

	281.burn up (III) = To be or cause to be highly annoyed.

	e.g. His undeserved awards really burns me up.

	 

	282.burst into (I) = Catch fire very quickly.

	e.g. The truck burst into flames and the driver narrowly escaped.

	 

	283.burst into (II) = Laugh, cry or clap loudly.

	e.g. She burst into laughter when she heard the jokes.

	 

	284.bust up = End a relationship, usually angrily or after arguing.

	e.g. They bust up after a tremendous row last night.

	 

	285.butt in = Interrupt.

	e.g. I hope you don’t mind me butting in. I need to speak to you.

	 

	286.butt out = Not be involved in other people’s business.

	e.g. This is not your fight so just butt out!

	 

	287.butter up = Praise or flatter someone excessively.

	e.g. I don’t like to be buttered up.

	 

	288.buy in = Force a record into the charts by buying lots of copies.

	e.g. Her awful hit was probably bought in at number 40.

	 

	289.buy into = Accept an idea.

	e.g. I never bought into her ideas.

	 

	290.buy off = Pay someone to stop them causing trouble.

	e.g. The company decided to buy the newspaper off by placing a lot of adverts.

	 

	291.buy out = Buy somebody’s share in a company.

	e.g. I propose to buy Marry out so as to get rid of her.

	 

	292.buy up = Buy all of something.

	e.g. We bought up all the books.

	 

	293.buzz around = Move quickly around a place.

	e.g. Reporters were buzzing around the accident place.

	 

	294.buzz off = Leave somewhere.

	e.g. I have to buzz off now. I’ve got an appointment.

	 

	295.buzz off! = Go away (imperative).

	e.g. I told the little kids to buzz off because they were annoying me.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


English phrasal verbs beginning with “C”

	296.call after = Name someone after somebody else.

	e.g. He was called Brian after his grandfather.

	 

	297.call around = Visit.

	e.g. I called around but they weren’t in.

	 

	298.call back = Return a phone call.

	e.g. I must call my sister back when I get home.

	 

	299.call for (I) = Demand.

	e.g. The news is great! That calls for a party!

	 

	300.call for (II) = Go to collect something.

	e.g. The courier called for you parcel this morning.

	 

	301.call for (III) = Telephone for something.

	e.g. Don’t worry! I’ll call for a cab right away.

	 

	302.call for (IV) = Go and collect someone to take them out.

	e.g. I’ll call for you at eight.

	 

	303.call for (V) = Require.

	e.g. An emergency like this calls for drastic action.

	 

	304.call forth = Make something happen.

	e.g. The protests called forth a strong reaction from the authorities.

	 

	305.call in (I) = Get someone to come and do a job.

	e.g. I had to call in a plumber, as the sink was leaking.

	 

	306.call in (II) = Stop and visit.

	e.g. I called in on her on my way home.

	 

	307.call off (I) = Cancel.

OEBPS/nav.xhtml

    
  
    		Introduction


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “A”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “B”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “C”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “D”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “E”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “F”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “G”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “H”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “I”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “J”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “K”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “L”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “M”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “N”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “O”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “P”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “Q”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “R”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “S”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “T”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “U”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “V”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “W”


    		English phrasal verbs beginning with “X, Y, Z”


    		Conclusion


  




  
    		Cover


    		Table of Contents


  




OEBPS/cover.jpeg
Daniel B. Smith





