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Dedicated to all those who seek peace and reconciliation among Jews, Christians, and Muslims; as they are all Abraham’s children.


		




		

			Prologue


			A few years ago, Joaquim Oller surprised us by donating an 18th-century Torah, which he had acquired at a flea market in Morocco, to the museum of the Ancient Synagogue. My father, Miguel Iaffa (RIP), was overjoyed to see this Torah returned to the museum.


			Now, Joaquim has surprised us again with the presentation of his historical fiction novel titled, The Return of the Menorah, in which he reveals surprising and interesting contributions to the reader, with the history, search and “recovery” of the menorah, with its original gold, stolen by the Roman emperor, Vespasian. In this book, he also insists on the need for reconciliation between three sister religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Remember that these three religions are all branches of the same trunk, children of the same father, Abraham. This novel was written to bring the faithful from these three beliefs closer together, to avoid future wars and conflicts.


			Thank you, Joaquim, for your initiatives.


			Saúl Iaffa


			Director of the museum of the late Roman and medieval Ancient Synagogue of Barcelona


		




		

			Presentation


			In this novel, the author announces that Jerusalem will soon have a menorah once again, carved with its authentic gold from Solomon’s Temple. The gold was stolen in 70 B.C. by Emperor Vespasian, along with all the treasures from the Temple in Jerusalem. Apart from this future return of the menorah with its historical gold, the many Vespasian images, which appear on the fronts of the gold coins with the inscription Judea Capta, aurei, that were minted immediately after the Temple’s destruction, will be punished with the crucibles’ incandescent fire that will melt these coins as if they were in hell. The ancient prophecies that heralded the menorah’s return and punished Emperor Vespasian’s images will be fulfilled.


			Another objective of this work, in addition to providing readers with information about history, prophecies, and travel, is to bring Jews, Christians, and Muslims closer together. We must remember that these three religions are siblings and children of the same father, Abraham.


			Religious culture should also be explained in schools; knowledge is the only way to achieve peace and mutual respect among Jews, Christians, and Muslims.


			Two atheist dictators, Hitler and Stalin, were the greatest killers in history who unsuccessfully tried to implant atheism onto humanity, using war and terror. Tyrants may come to subdue people’s bodies, but never their conscience and soul. This should make us conclude that the children of Abraham should be more united.


			Joaquim Oller Riera


			Barcelona, 26 November 2018


		




		

			I


			Raphael’s arrival in Jerusalem
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			An image of Jerusalem


			Raphael, a visitor from Barcelona but of Jewish descent, took his dream trip to Jerusalem. As he set foot in the Holy Land, he felt deeply emotional. For lack of time, he could not visit Tel Aviv, but from the plane, he was able to enjoy the view of the city and its beautiful beaches. From the guarded Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, he boarded a bus to Israel’s spiritual capital, Jerusalem. Once he was on the bus, the guide, a young Jewish girl, asked him if he was Jewish. He responded that he was a Christian and so, he too, was a descendant of Abraham. Therefore, he was a brother of the Jews and the Muslims. He explained that the Muslims called Abraham by the name of Ibrahim and that they felt as though they were descendants of his first son, Ishmael. Raphael commented that the clashes between believers, brothers, and children of the same biblical God were very sad. He went on to say that the problem was the lack of religious culture in schools. Muslims, Jews and Christians should know that they are siblings and children of the same father, Abraham, who, around four thousand years ago, received the divine revelation that there was only one God, who was kind, invisible and omnipresent, and who asked us to love one another, as He loves us, to save our souls. The guide hugged him upon hearing these words.


			When he arrived and walked through Jerusalem’s Old City, he found that it was a great lesson in history and spirituality. Few places on the planet have a greater mysticism than this ancient city. Over the course of the morning, Raphael was able to witness Christians moved by the Holy Sepulchre of Jesus at the exact place of his crucifixion, Muslims who came to the call of the muezzin on the esplanade of the mosques and, of course, the multitude of Jews that entered the synagogues.


			Later, Raphael went to the Mount of Olives and right in front of the plateau-shaped mountain on which the First Temple was built, he was able to contemplate Jerusalem’s most celebrated panorama.


		




		

			II


			A saturday at the western wall
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			The Western Wall in Jerusalem


			Raphael struck up a conversation with a Jew from Buenos Aires, who explained to him that the Western Wall was still a very sacred place for the Jews because it was one of the few temple walls left standing after the Romans destroyed the temple during the reign of Emperor Vespasian.


			He went on to explain the importance of this day of the week, Saturday, or Shabbat, a day of reflection, prayer and rest for the Jews. The days of the Hebrew week are based on the six days of creation, according to Genesis. Sunday is the first day of the week and Saturday is the quintessential festive day: the world was created on this day and the Jews were freed from slavery in Egypt. Saturday, Shabbat, is the day of reflection, prayer, blessings and rest for the Jews. To celebrate it, candles are left burning from Friday night until Saturday evening. These candles are blessed, just like the bread, made with a type of dough called challah, and the wine served at the family meal. On this day, Saturday, Shabbat, Jews also attend synagogue and many faithful go to the Western Wall to pray and remember the suffering of the people of Israel. It is a day of prayer and reflection.


			After listening to these beautiful explanations, Raphael went to the Western Wall where he was moved to see so many people praying in front of the sacred remains of the Temple in Jerusalem, so much so that his eyes were moist. Next to him was Isaac, a Jew from this city, who after finishing his prayers in front of the Wall, explained that the Roman general Titus, under the orders of his father, Emperor Vespasian, destroyed the Second Temple in Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D. and ordered a bloody persecution against the Jews. This led to the escape and dispersal of Jews throughout the world, known as the Diaspora.


			And this meant that, for almost two thousand years, the vast majority of Jews had to reside in the lands of other people, where they did their best to preserve their religion and collective identity.


			Jewish communities in the Diaspora established their own citizenship models. The community was governed by the rulers’ consensus. There were between seven and twelve members. They managed affairs related to community life and the collection and distribution of funds to the needy, determined the taxes established by Jewish custom and managed trade operations within the Jewish community. They also established the regulations for the guards, who maintained order and who checked to see that the weights used in the markets were correct.


			All kinds of disputes were tried in a court composed of three rabbis, who were not paid for their dedication. If a rabbi did not have sufficient income from other sources, he received a small fee. In addition, there was a habar, who was a respected citizen, associated with the court, and who intervened in any rulings that required arbitration.


			The synagogue was the social centre of the community in the Diaspora. When the community was large, the synagogue was very tall and beautiful. But in most cases, the synagogues were modest and discreet buildings, even secret places, at times.


			The role of the synagogue as a school was very important and school attendance was mandatory in Jewish communities. The teacher was a highly respected figure who had to be married and over forty. The literacy level in Jewish communities was very high.


			Charity was very important to the Jewish community. There was a fund for financially troubled residents and another to help passers-by in need. There were also funds for sacred celebrations, publications, and burials.


			By 1000 A.D., eighty per cent of the world’s Jewish populations lived in Muslim territories, from Mesopotamia to the eastern shores of the Mediterranean, moving on through Northern Africa, as well as the Iberian Peninsula and Sicily.


			The Iberian Peninsula, later called Spain and Portugal, had a significant Jewish population until its expulsion in 1492. The Jews expelled were the so-called Sephardic Jews and, in particular, those who migrated to Turkey, still today, speak Ladino, a language related to old Castilian. To avoid being expelled, the Jews who stayed in Spain were forced to be baptised in the Christian religion and to change their Jewish surnames.


			From the eighteenth century onwards, the majority of the Jewish population of the world was concentrated in Eastern Europe. But this situation drastically changed between 1870 and 1925 when, due to anti-Judaism sentiment in the Russian Empire and neighbouring areas, some three and a half million Jews left their European homes and migrated from Russia and neighbouring countries towards America and South Africa.


			Later, there was a significant emigration of Jews to America, which welcomed part of the European Jewish emigrants to the United States, to Argentina, as well as to Brazil and Uruguay. Other nations that also attracted Jewish emigrants were Chile, Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, and Peru. Between 1939 and 1945, during World War II, Hitler’s regime murdered six million Jews in Central Europe and tens of thousands of devout Christians. Stalin murdered a large number of Jews by sending them to concentration camps in Siberia. Thousands of Christian priests and monks living in the USSR were also executed by this atheist dictator.


			On 29 November 1947, the United Nations approved the creation of the State of Israel. Millions of Jews around the world returned to the land of their ancestors, once again fulfilling the prophecy of the Promised Land.


			Raphael was impressed to hear the history of the people, of Israel and he set out to visit the Israel Museum the next day.


		




		

			III


			Raphael’s visit to the Israel museum
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			Experts in ancient scriptures study scrolls
at the museum in Jerusalem


			Raphael rose early to be one of the first visitors to enter the museum in Jerusalem. Upon entering, he heard the explanations of a well-prepared Sephardic guide named Isaac, who explained that the Israel Museum was founded in Jerusalem in 1965, and was located near the Bible Lands Museum, the Knesset and the National Campus for the Archaeology of Israel.


			Isaac went on to tell him that this museum was home to important collections ranging from prehistoric archaeology to contemporary art and to important Jewish collections and Impressionist paintings. It also frequently hosted temporary exhibitions.


			Isaac insisted that it was the leading cultural centre in Israel and one of the largest museums in the world. Raphael thought that the design of the museum, as a cultural centre, was impressive.


			Then, they walked to the next building, known as the Shrine of the Book, the place where most of the Dead Sea Scrolls were housed. These religious texts, written before the New Testament, were found by Bedouin shepherds in Qumran, by chance, in 1947. The building was designed by the architect Alfred Mansfeld who did not leave a single detail to chance. The entire layout of the museum was adapted to the works exhibited in each room, from the recreation of the desert caves where the objects on display were found, to the dome covering the main hall. These scrolls were written during the Second Temple period in Jerusalem, specifically between the 2nd century B.C. and the beginning of the 1st century A.D. Their discovery has had important repercussions on the study of Judaism and the origins of Christianity.


			“Who wrote these manuscripts and when were they written?” asked Raphael.


			The director of the museum, Mr Ezequiel, introduced himself to Raphael and, upon hearing the question, replied that most historians are convinced that the scrolls found in Qumran were written by a religious group of the time, who went by the name of Essenes. It is estimated that the religious group had around four thousand members who primarily worked as farmers, and who spent a large part of their time studying the Scriptures. They refrained from making animal sacrifices, taking oaths and performing military service, and they were forbidden from looking at the image of the Roman emperor; there were prophecies of the destruction of the images of the Roman emperor in the future.


			Josephus, the historian, writes about the Essenes in War 2:119 et seq. and Antiquities 13:171 et seq. He recounts meeting them when he was young, that they lived throughout all of the cities of Palestine, including Jerusalem, and that they were very hospitable among members of the community. They believed in the last judgment and immortality of the soul. The Essenes rose before dawn and prayed to the east. They finished their agricultural work at noon, and then gathered at the community centre, bathed and dressed in their white linen habits. Thanks were given before and after meals. Afterwards, they took their white habits off and dressed in their work clothes once again. They ended the day by studying the Scriptures and praying. They also had a reputation for knowing how to interpret the prophets, as they were seldom wrong in their predictions, and for their knowledge about the medical properties of plants. Another curious fact was that they avoided looking at the image of the Roman emperor on coins, prophesying the destruction of these images in the future.


			Later, it was affirmed that historians identified the Essenes as authors of the Qumran manuscripts.


			One of the best known and longest manuscripts of the Dead Sea Scrolls from Qumran, measuring eight and a half metres in length, is the Temple Scroll (11Q19). It describes the future construction of a temple in Jerusalem, before the arrival of the Messiah. This text, written by the Essenes, is a reinterpretation of the Torah and is intended to reflect the instructions received on Mount Sinai for the future construction of the Temple in Jerusalem.


			Later, they visited another important part of the Israel Museum, dedicated to a miniature representation of the city of Jerusalem as it was in the year 66 A.D., with a two hundred thirty-square-metre area made of limestone, just like this ancient city. Above all, it highlighted the representation of the Second Temple in Jerusalem before its destruction by the Romans in the year 70 B.C., built in the same place that Solomon built the First Temple, in the year 950 B.C., and which continues to be the epicentre of spirituality of the Jewish people.
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