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ABOUT IRVING

Washington Irving, born in 1783, in New York City, emerged as a preeminent figure in early American literature. He was the youngest of eleven children in a prosperous merchant family. His education was somewhat haphazard, reflecting the irregular schooling typical of that era, yet he developed a keen interest in reading and writing.

Legal studies dominated Irving's early career, but his love of writing quickly took over. His first literary venture was a collection of humorous articles published under the pen name "Jonathan Oldstyle." Although his writing attracted notice, it was "The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent." that was out in 1819–1820 that really made him a famous author. The well-known stories "Rip Van Winkle" and "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," which combined European literary elements with American folklore, showed the author's talent for character development and narrative.

Apart from his literary works, Irving was also a diplomat, serving at the U.S. embassy in Spain. His time in Europe significantly influenced his writing, as evidenced in works like "Tales of the Alhambra," a reflection of his fascination with Spanish culture and history.

Irving's style was characterized by his imaginative use of history and folklore, blending the two to create a uniquely American voice in literature. He was adept at using humor and satire to critique society and was known for his ability to create vivid, enduring characters.

Later in life, Irving returned to the United States, settling at his estate, Sunnyside, in Tarrytown, New York. He continued to write, producing biographies of George Washington and the prophet Muhammad, showcasing his versatility as a writer. Irving never married and remained a bachelor throughout his life.

Washington Irving passed away on November 28, 1859, in Tarrytown. His legacy as a foundational figure in American literature endures, with his works continuing to be celebrated for their contribution to the nation's cultural and literary heritage. Irving's influence is seen in the works of subsequent American authors, and he is often credited with inventing the modern short story. His blend of humor, folklore, and history remains a significant part of American literary tradition.


SUMMARY

"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," a classic tale by Washington Irving, is set in the quaint, mystical village of Sleepy Hollow, nestled in the Hudson Valley during the late 18th century. The story revolves around Ichabod Crane, a lanky, superstitious schoolmaster from Connecticut, who competes with Abraham "Brom Bones" Van Brunt, a burly, charismatic local hero, for the affection of Katrina Van Tassel, the beautiful daughter of a wealthy farmer.

Irving masterfully intertwines romance and suspense with a touch of the supernatural, as Ichabod becomes increasingly entangled in the local lore, particularly the legend of a headless horseman said to haunt the area. One fateful autumn night, after leaving a merry party at the Van Tassel's homestead, Ichabod encounters the terrifying specter—a headless rider on a mighty steed.

The story culminates in Ichabod's mysterious disappearance from Sleepy Hollow, leaving behind a scattered pumpkin and a flurry of speculation among the townsfolk. Rumors abound about the fate of the hapless schoolmaster, with some believing he was spirited away by the ghostly horseman.

Rich in imagery and atmosphere, "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" is a timeless tale that captures the essence of early American folklore, blending humor, horror, and romance. It's a captivating narrative that continues to enchant readers with its vivid storytelling and memorable characters, making it a beloved classic in American literature.


CHARACTERS LIST

This novel has an unforgettable ensemble of characters that all add to the rich fabric of this timeless American story:


Ichabod Crane: The main protagonist, Ichabod Crane is a lanky, superstitious schoolmaster from Connecticut. He's somewhat awkward but intelligent, and he's particularly interested in ghost stories and the supernatural.



Katrina Van Tassel: The beautiful and wealthy daughter of a prosperous farmer, Katrina is the object of Ichabod's affections. She is charming and has many suitors in the town.



Brom Bones (Abraham Van Brunt): A brawny, boisterous local hero known for his strength and daring. Brom is Ichabod's primary rival for Katrina's attention and is known for playing pranks.



Baltus Van Tassel: Katrina’s father, a well-to-do farmer who is known for his hospitality and jovial nature. He owns the farm where the famous party takes place.



The Headless Horseman: The ghostly figure at the center of the town's most famous legend. Said to be the spirit of a Hessian soldier who lost his head to a cannonball during the Revolutionary War, he rides at night in search of it.



Tertius Van Tassel: Katrina’s mother, a good-natured woman who helps run the Van Tassel household.



Hans Van Ripper: A local farmer and Ichabod's landlord, who is known for his gruff demeanor.


These characters, with their distinctive personalities and roles, create a vivid and intriguing narrative that has captivated readers for generations. The interplay between the superstitious Ichabod and the more down-to-earth residents of Sleepy Hollow, especially in the context of the eerie legend of the Headless Horseman, makes for a story rich in both humor and suspense.
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The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

FOUND AMONG THE PAPERS OF THE LATE DIEDRICH KNICKERBOCKER

A pleasing land of drowsy head it was,

Of dreams that wave before the half-shut eye;

And of gay castles in the clouds that pass,

For ever flushing round a summer sky.

Castle of Indolence.

IN THE bosom of one of those spacious coves which indent the eastern shore of the Hudson, at that broad expansion of the river denominated by the ancient Dutch navigators the Tappan Zee, and where they always prudently shortened sail, and implored the protection of St. Nicholas when they crossed, there lies a small market-town or rural port, which by some is called Greensburgh, but which is more generally and properly known by the name of Tarry Town. This name was given, we are told, in former days, by the good housewives of the adjacent country, from the inveterate propensity of their husbands to linger about the village tavern on market days. Be that as it may, I do not vouch for the fact, but merely advert to it, for the sake of being precise and authentic. Not far from this village, perhaps about two miles, there is a little valley, or rather lap of land, among high hills, which is one of the quietest places in the whole world.

[image: ]

A small brook glides through it, with just murmur enough to lull one to repose; and the occasional whistle of a quail, or tapping of a woodpecker, is almost the only sound that ever breaks in upon the uniform tranquillity.

I recollect that, when a stripling, my first exploit in squirrel-shooting was in a grove of tall walnut-trees that shades one side of the valley. I had wandered into it at noon time, when all nature is peculiarly quiet, and was startled by the roar of my own gun, as it broke the Sabbath stillness around, and was prolonged and reverberated by the angry echoes. If ever I should wish for a retreat, whither I might steal from the world and its distractions, and dream quietly away the remnant of a troubled life, I know of none more promising than this little valley.
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