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  The Divine-Cosmic Mother In Sacred Vedic Manuscripts and Cosmic Legends

  PART 1

  



  The luminous heart of the Unknown is She,


  A power of silence in the depths of God.


  She is the Force, the inevitable Word,


  The magnet of our difficult ascent.


  SAVITRI – Divine Mother



  The Divine is given to us in the great formula of Satchitananda, which can be translated as pure being (sat), consciousness (chit), and bliss (ananda). It has a transcendent, yet self-absorbing aspect, but also a dynamic multi-dimensional fullness. Satchitananda continuously pours forth its essence into the different worlds of existence and enters back into them as their inner substance and support.


  In Sanskrit, the term for energy is shakti, the force or active power of the Divine and it signifies the feminine principle. In the Tantric tradition, and according to Sri Aurobindo, Shakti is the Divine Mother, the Consciousness-Force of God. As creator of the worlds, Shakti is manifested in all things, and is at the core of Sri Aurobindo’s teaching of Integral Yoga. The following from Sri Aurobindo’s, The Mother, describes three facets of the Divine Mother.


  The Mother is the divine Conscious-Force that dominates all existence, one and yet so many-sided that to follow her movement is impossible even for the quickest mind and for the freest and most vast intelligence. The Mother is the consciousness and force of the Supreme . . .Transcendent, the original supreme Shakti, she stands above the worlds and links the creation to the ever unmanifest mystery of the Supreme. Universal, the cosmic Mahashakti, she creates all these beings and contains and enters, supports


  and conducts all these million processes and forces. Individual, she embodies the power of these two vaster ways of her existence, makes them living and near to us and mediates between the human personality and the divine Nature. (26-7)


  What a mystery she is! Due to her transcendent quality, the Divine Mother or Mahashakti is beyond worlds and links the Supreme Being to all creation. In her consciousness, she holds all the truths that need to manifest and shapes them into form. All is her delight in the Supreme Being and her embodiment of the eternal mysteries. Everything that is in the universe and in our world is what the Divine Mother reveres and the Supreme sanctions.


  Through her universal quality, Mahashakti works out the substance and soul of each universe that she has made and her very presence in them gives life, harmony, and meaning to all things. She is the cosmic soul of the transcendent Divine Mother and in the universe are many planes of her creation. At the summit are worlds of divine truth, beauty, and goodness, where all beings are souls and powers and bodies of the divine light. In these worlds the Divine Mother is a dynamic power of divine will and knowledge. On the higher universal planes, all beings live and move in truth, harmony, and perfection.


  Through her individual quality, the Divine Mother embodies both the transcendent and universal by making their power active here on earth for the descent of the divine in each individual form. However, because we humans live in the physical worlds of the mind and body, we feel separated in consciousness from our source. But no matter how much we struggle with our imperfections, and continually fail to recognize the Divine Mother’s grace, we too are a center of her knowledge, power, harmony, and perfection. Our world exists on a plane of ignorance that is searching for the divine light and truth that has to be brought down here so we can climb back again into the infinity of the spirit. Thus, the Divine Mother not only governs all from above but in her deep and great love, she descends into our lesser world of ignorance—ready to lead us from the darkness into the light, from falsehood into truth, from death into immortality. Her aim is nothing less than to spiritualize matter.


  The Mahashakti has many aspects, which Sri Aurobindo calls “powers and personalities.” Of these, he points to the four aspects that are the most active for the evolution of our world towards its “destined goal of perfection.” They are Maheshwari (knowledge), Mahakali (force), Mahalakshmi (harmony and beauty), and Mahasaraswati (perfection).


  Maheshwari is the power and personality that presides over the infinite expanses of knowledge.


  She is the mighty and wise One who opens us to the . . .cosmic vastness, to the grandeur of the Light, to a treasure-house of miraculous knowledge, to the measureless movement of the Mother’s eternal forces. Tranquil is she and wonderful, great and calm for ever. Nothing can move her because all wisdom is in her; nothing is hidden from her that she chooses to know; she comprehends all things and all beings and their nature and what moves them and the law of the world and its times and how all was and is and must be. (37–8)


  Because her wisdom and compassion are endless, Maheshwari can raise the human soul and nature into the divine truth. Although she is above our thinking mind and beyond our will, she can lift them into wisdom and flood them with divine splendor. She is always tranquil, great, and calm. Nothing can affect her, because she is wisdom and nothing that she chooses to know can be hidden from her.


  Maheshwari deals with us according to our nature and when we are ready, she guides us into the grandeurs of the supreme light. Though her compassion is endless, if we are hostile and turn away from her knowledge and wisdom, she too turns away leaving us to live in our chosen shadows of ignorance. How long we reject her is up to us. The truth of things is her one concern, knowledge is her power, and building our soul and our nature into the divine truth is her mission.


  Mahakali embodies force and will. She is the divine warrior that smashes all obstructions and speeds our human aspiration and effort upward into the divine majesty.


  There is in her an overwhelming intensity, a mighty passion of force to achieve, a divine violence rushing to shatter every limit and obstacle. All her divinity leaps out in a splendour of tempestuous action; she is there for swiftness for the immediately effective process . . .


  Dangerous and ruthless is her mood against the haters of the Divine; for she is the Warrior of the Worlds who never shrinks from the battle. Intolerant of imperfection, she deals roughly with all in man that is unwilling and she is severe to all that is obstinately ignorant and obscure; her wrath is immediate and dire against treachery and falsehood and malignity, ill-will is smitten at once by her scourge . . . (40-1)


  Like the eagle, Mahakali can take us to the highest reaches of truth or strike us down in anger. The timid fear her and the brave adore her strength. If we have the courage to follow her flame, we can achieve in a day what would normally take us years—even lifetimes. Our indifference to the divine work infuriates her and, if necessary, she will strike us awake with sharp and swift pain. Her divine violence rushes to shatter every limitation and obstacle we construct against living the divine life. Yet, as forceful as she can be, this aspect of the Divine Mother has a deep love and kindness as intense as her wrath. By the grace of her fire and passion and speed, we can achieve the goal now rather than later, for her goal is nothing less than having us experience the flame of divine ecstasy.


  The third power and personality of the Divine Mother is Mahalakshmi, the soul of all beauty and harmony in creation. She manifests the hidden charm and attraction that draws us toward the divine bliss. This power of the Divine Mother touches the heart of each of us with joy and longing.


  For she throws the spell of the intoxicating sweetness of the Divine: to be close to her is a profound happiness and to feel her within the heart is to make existence a rapture and a marvel; grace and charm and tenderness flow out from her like light from the sun and wherever she fixes her wonderful gaze or lets fall the loveliness of her smile, the soul is seized and made captive and plunged into the depths of an unfathomable bliss. (45)


  Life is turned in her supreme creations into a rich work of celestial art and all existence into a poem of sacred delight; the world’s riches are brought together and concerted for a supreme order and even the simplest and commonest things are made wonderful by her intuition of unity and the breath of her spirit. (47-8)


  But, again, it is not easy to meet her demands of harmony and beauty of the mind and soul, because where there is ignorance—where love and beauty are lacking—she will not enter. If so-called love and beauty are mixed with baser things, such as jealousy and selfishness and hatred, she will soon depart because these qualities are not pure. She refuses to fill her lovely chalice with envy or strife, greed or ingratitude. For it is through pure love and beauty that Mahalakshmi unites us with the Divine. If we admit her into our hearts, she will reveal the mystic secrets of divine harmony that surpasses all knowledge and stays with us forever.


  Mahasaraswati is the Divine Mother’s power of work and her spirit of perfection and order. Of all the feminine principles, she is the nearest to physical nature. Recall that Maheshwari opens us to the cosmic vastness, Mahakali gives us the force and passion to achieve, and Mahalakshmi brings the secret of divine harmony. It is up to the fourth personality, Mahasaraswati, to organize all of the above powers and guide them to completion.


  Always she holds in her nature and can give to those whom she has chosen the intimate and precise knowledge, the subtlety and patience, the accuracy of intuitive mind and conscious hand and discerning eye of the perfect


  worker. This power is the strong, the tireless, the careful and efficient builder, organizer, administrator, technician, artisan and classifier of the


  worlds. When she takes up the transformation and new-building of the nature, her action is laborious and minute and often seems to our impatience slow and interminable, but it is persistent, integral and flawless. For the will in her works is scrupulous, unsleeping, indefatigable; leaning over us she notes and touches every little detail, finds out every minute defect, gap, twist or incompleteness, considers and weighs accurately all that has been done and all that remains still to be done hereafter. (49-50)


  Mahasaraswati holds in herself an inexhaustible capacity for flawless work and exact perfection. According to Sri Aurobindo, Mahasaraswati is nearest of the four to physical nature, she is most concerned with organization, execution, and construction, all of which she carries out with a dedicated thoroughness. Carelessness, negligence, and indolence she detests. And she has no sympathy for those who leave things undone or half done. Nothing short of perfection satisfies her and that is why she is ready to face an eternity of labor, if needed, to complete her creation.


  Of all the Divine Mother’s powers, Mahasaraswati is the most long-suffering with our human imperfections. She is kind, smiling, and helpful, and not easily turned away or discouraged, even after our many failures. As long as we are straightforward and sincere, she is our friend and mentor through all difficulties. With a smile, she chases away clouds of gloom, stress, and depression. In her quiet and persevering way, she is always there to help us turn to our higher nature. All the work of the other powers leans on her for its completeness, for she assures us of a strong material foundation in our adventure of consciousness.


  We can now sum up the principles of Sri Aurobindo’s vision of the Divine Mother. The Supreme Being is the one source and support of all existence. Cosmic manifestation takes place when the secret potentialities of the Supreme are brought forth by the Divine Mother. And the key to this dynamic self-disclosure of God is found in the principle of harmony among all beings. Thus, there is nothing to fear, for the Divine Mother, the


  Consciousness-Force of the Supreme, is on earth with us like a sunlit path, and the atmosphere around us is bathed in her luminous knowledge, force, harmony, and perfection. We have only to open ourselves with inner sincerity in order to receive them. Everything is prepared and the future is in our hands.


  ___________________________________________________
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  Maheshvari



  Maheshwari!!!


  O Height beyond the heights,


  O Deep beyond the deeps, Thou art still!


  Mother of Light supreme!


  We feel not thy flaming breath of Will.


  To raze our million lies,


  To reveal the Spirit's cosmic task


  Thy vast apocalypse


  In secret dwells in our nature's dusk.


  O Queen of zenith unseen!


  The Play of Death within Thee ends.


  The Sun, thy golden child,


  Upon the world's nakedness descends.


  The first is the aspect of immensity, vastness and profundity, called Maheshwari. "Maha" means great and "Ishwari" means goddess. So, Maheshwari is the great Goddess, the great Mother. Maheshwari has another name which is very familiar to us: Durga. Most of India worships this aspect of the Divine Mother. Day in and day out Durga fights to establish the Divine Truth here on earth. When Sri Ramachandra was engaged in a terrible fight against the demon Ravana, he prayed to this particular goddess. Durga showered her utmost blessings upon the devoted head and heart of Sri Ramachandra and he won the battle.


  ___________________________________________________


  Extracts from ‘The Dance Of The Cosmic Gods’ by Sri Chinmoy.


  ___________________________________________________


  **********


  Mahakali



  O Mother-Fire! Thy storm-eyed ken


  Tortures my eyeless fate.


  Before me shine all wonder-ways


  Of thy immortal Gate.


  The face of rapture thy stroke unveils.


  Matchless forever Thou art


  To make us reach the Peak unknown,


  The One's all-embracing Heart.


  The fount of Power at thy Feet abides.


  Thy cosmic dance of Noon


  Throws fast on earth the nectar-floods


  Of snow-white fire-pure Moon.


  - Sri Chinmoy


  View: Poems about Kali


  Maha Kali


  In another aspect the Mother Divine is called Mahakali. In this aspect she is the warrior Mother who is fighting all the time against the hostile forces, against human imperfection, limitation, bondage and death. At the same time, she is all Compassion for the sincere seekers. In all Her divine aspects, the transcendental Mother is full of Compassion, but in this aspect


  she is undoubtedly the Mother of supernal Compassion. Mahakali has more Compassion than the others, for she does not allow anyone to cherish imperfection in the physical plane, the vital plane, the mental plane, or in any other plane. It is her infinite Compassion that frees men from the fetters of ignorance.


  On the one hand, Kali looks absolutely terrifying and ferocious when she comes down to the vital plane of human ignorance. But on the other hand, she is very, very compassionate. She sheds bitter tears when she sees that anyone is wallowing in the pleasures of ignorance instead of trying to transcend his limitations, ignorance, darkness and death. So she fights against our enemies for us.


  Mahakali is the Mother of aspiration. She has great fondness for height, for the highest transcendental Height. If she is satisfied with a seeker, then in no time she will carry that particular seeker to the highest transcendental Height. She is also the Mother of fastest speed. She has the capacity to expedite the seeker's progress in the twinkling of an eye. She takes the aspirant to his Goal infinitely faster than the other cosmic gods and goddesses. In a single day she can give him the progress which otherwise might have taken him fifty or sixty years to make. Those who want to make quick progress in the spiritual life, and those who want to attain to spiritual perfection as soon as possible, need the assistance, help, guidance and protection of this particular goddess for special Grace.


  Kali quite often exercises this dynamic power of transformation, but she does it only for those who have boundless and implicit faith in her, for those who feel that at every moment they can be divine heroes dedicated to fulfilling her cause here on earth. Her to fulfil here on earth should be the aim of the hero-worshipper of the Mother Kali.


  This Mother demands absolute sincerity, purity and one-pointedness in the consciousness of those who want to adore her and worship her. Only on these conditions will she accept a devotee. She has no time to wait for insincere seekers. There are other gods and goddesses, especially the goddess Lakshmi, who will tolerate insincerity. They wait with their love and compassion for the seekers who are only half sincere, but Kali is very strict and will not do that. She wants absolute sincerity and purity immediately and then only will she take one to the highest Transcendental Abode of the Supreme.


  The pure gold colour which represents the divine manifestation, is the true colour of the Mother Kali. In the highest plane she is absolutely golden,


  although most pictures show her as black. She often looks black because she has entered into the vital worlds of aspirants who are still impure but who want to be purified in order to transform their consciousness. When she sees that an aspirant is really sincere and dedicated, she enters into his vital and destroys for good the lower vital


  movements that have to be destroyed and transforms whatever can be transformed into higher aspects of Divinity.


  I am sure most of you have heard of the very great spiritual Master Sri Ramakrishna. The Goddess Kali was his Divine Mother. It was Mother Kali whom he worshipped and adored; it was with Mother Kali that he established his ultimate transcendental Connection and Union. There came a time when Sri Ramakrishna's consort, Sarada Devi, found no difference between Mother Kali and her husband, who was also called Thakur. She would say, "Where is Kali? Who is Kali if not Thakur."


  As for myself, I personally regard Kali as my dearest Mother. This aspect of the Divine is most dear to me. In India all families without exception have a family deity and our family deity is Kali.


  Mother Kali is the consort of Lord Shiva. Lord Shiva is the silent aspect of the transcendental Reality and Mother Kali is the dynamic and active aspect of the transcendental Reality. If we think of Shiva and Kali with our ordinary human mind, then we separate them; but if we look at them with our inner eye, then we see that they go together. Truth is complete and we are fulfilled when the dynamic aspect and the silent aspect function together. God in His feminine aspect, God the Mother, is Mahakali. God in His masculine aspect, God the Father, is Lord Shiva.


  Those in the West who want power, but who have no feeling for any Indian goddess or deity, can directly invoke the power aspect of God: God the Power. He has Compassion. He has Love. He has everything. So if we pray to God the Power, the indomitable Power, we will get the same blessings as we can get from this particular goddess.


  In one of our Upanishads it is mentioned that the ultimate Truth is: "That is far and at the same time is near. That moves and that moves not. That is within, that is without." It is within and without. When our inner consciousness is fully awakened, we see that if something is within, that very thing also has to be without. If we have sown a seed, then it will


  germinate and there will be a tree. If the truth is already there within, then the truth has to be manifested sooner or later outside.


  ___________________________________________________


  Extracts from ‘The Dance Of The Cosmic Gods’ by Sri Chinmoy.


  __________________________________________________________


  Mahasaraswati



  Thy Heart of music-Fire


  consumes our drowse,


  Nowhere our journey ends.


  Thy patience unknown all souls


  must learn from Thee


  To march through immortal lands.


  We hurt Thy Heart's arabesque supreme


  of bliss.


  Ever unplumbed is thy Truth.


  Our sheaths' afflicted roots imbibe thy Grace;


  In Thee the tapestry of Truth.


  All worlds with ignorance blind immerse


  in Thy Light,


  O Queen of perfection-seal


  Thy birth of Lore supreme within us bursts


  And makes us eternal, free.


  Saraswati


  The fourth aspect of the Mother divine is Saraswati or Mahasaraswati. Maheshwari is the Mother of immensity, Mahakali is the Mother of aspiration and Mahalakshmi is the Mother of sweetness, beauty, fragrance and harmony. But Mahasaraswati is the Mother of perfection, knowledge and wisdom. When we walk along the mental paths when we start our journey in the mental world, the first thing we do is invoke this Mother, Mahasaraswati. With her blessing we commence our mental journey and in all our mental and intellectual life we carry her sweetest, highest blessing. Perfect perfection she demands from her devotees.


  This Mother is a cosmic musician, a supernal musician. She plays on the vina and, while playing, she offers transcendental Delight to Brahma. Brahma is the Creator and Saraswati is his consort.


  Each god and goddess has a secret, special name. This secret name we call the seed-sound. Each cosmic god and goddess has adopted one special sound in order to fulfil God's cosmic Play. God's soundless sound we know is anahata. The outer life is an open book; but the inner life is a secret life, a life of sweetness and divine enjoyment. We know that Lord Krishna has hundreds of names in the outer world: Krishna, Gopal and others. But in the inner world, for his devotees, he has a spiritual name or seed-sound. That seed-sound is Kling. If we can say Kling most powerfully and soulfully, from this seed-sound Krishna's divine Joy, divine Love and divine Beauty can be seen and felt inside our heart.


  The seed-sound of Kali is Kring. You can repeat "Kali, Kali, Kali," but sincere seekers who want to make the fastest progress should repeat Kring very powerfully. Kali you can say softly, but if you say Kring softly, it will have no effect. You have to say Kring with tremendous power so that you feel that your whole being is vibrating with the sound that you are producing from your heart. At that time, Mother Kali will immediately stand in front of you with her boundless power, boundless compassion and


  fastest speed to help you reach the Goal. Of course, please try to bring to the fore your divine dynamic aspect as you chant. While you are using this mantra please do not have undivine qualities inside you. If the utterance is perfect, immediately the result will be most powerful, most soulful.


  Then, if you want to invoke the seed-sound of Maheshwari you can say Hring most soulfully. The seed-sound of Lakshmi is Sring. If you want divine beauty, cosmic beauty, inner beauty and harmony, then you have to invoke Mahalakshmi. If you want perfection, patience, inner wisdom and inner light for everything you do, for that you need to invoke Saraswati. Her seed-sound is Ohing.


  These four goddesses represent the four major aspects of the Mother Divine, her four transcendental forms. These four aspects are for all divine seekers, and if a seeker wants to, he can invoke all four aspects at the same time. But individual seekers usually approach just one particular aspect of the Divine Mother.


  You can say that each individual has his own way of approaching the Goal or a certain connection with one of these aspects of God. If we worship the particular aspect that is meant for us, then we will be very successful in our life. But if we need perfection and we pray to the wrong goddess, then it will only take more time for us to achieve what we need.


  It is true that we can reach God through our aspiration and get perfection, power, knowledge and everything. But our capacity is very limited, and often we cannot or do not dare to get everything. If we feel that something will suit our nature and satisfy our soul or feed our inner hunger for the time being, then we should pray to a particular aspect of God.


  If we want immensity, then we have to pray to Maheshwari. If we want to go to the Highest with utmost speed, then we have to pray to Mahakali. If we want to bring beauty and harmony into our life, then we have to pray to Mahalakshmi. If we want perfection in minute detail in everything, then we pray to Mahasaraswati. But whichever path a seeker prefers, at the end of his journey, he will ultimately see that he has fulfilled all these four aspects of the Mother Divine.


  ___________________________________________________


  Extracts from ‘The Dance Of The Cosmic Gods’ by Sri Chinmoy.


  ___________________________________________________


  Mahalakshmi



  Mother of rapture, Thee we seize!


  Our eyes or tears now smile in Thee.


  To quench our thirst thy ruby Love,


  Thy Power we clasp from thy silence-sea.


  So near art Thou, O Mother Dawn!


  In bliss to answer our moon-white call.


  A world of hush sublime is thy Dream.


  In Thee alone the golden All.


  Before Thee quivers the battle of Night.


  Thy Grace supreme is Nature's Soul.


  In us Thou hast sown the immortal seeds;


  Thy joy shall flood our triumph's goal.


  The third goddess or aspect of the Divine Mother is Mahalakshmi. As I told you, "Maha" means great and Lakshmi is an aspect of the Mother representing beauty, charm, sweetness, harmony and peace. These are her main qualities. She is the Mother who works to bring divine harmony into every aspect of life. This mother shows infinite patience at times when Mahakali would not show patience. No tardiness, no sloth, no weakness will Kali tolerate in the devotee. Of course, she is showing boundless compassion when she gives her speed, but she asks her devotees to respond to this compassion. She is ready all the time to offer us her highest blessings and lift us high, higher, highest to the transcendental Consciousness; but we also have to be ready to jump with her, run with her, fly with her. This is what Mother Kali demands. But Mother Lakshmi has infinite patience. She says, "If my children want to go slowly, then they can


  go slowly and steadily. Unerringly I shall guide them." This is what Mahalakshmi feels.


  Mahalakshmi is for all. She is for each individual soul, whether the soul is aspiring or unaspiring. She wants a peaceful harmony, light, beauty, sweetness and splendour in each individual. These are the qualities of the heart, and these Mahalakshmi embodies in infinite measure. Her devotees want to feel their oneness with the world and become the world. Inside the world they want to establish the divine harmony, the divine light. They are ready to wait for this transformation even if it does not take place in this life. But the disciples of Kali have no time to wait; they are not satisfied with just harmony and beauty in their lives. They want only the highest Absolute. They care only for the highest Height. The devotees of Mahalakshmi do not and cannot progress as fast as the devotees of Kali.


  ___________________________________________________


  Extracts from ‘The Dance Of The Cosmic Gods’ by Sri Chinmoy.


  ___________________________________________________


  **********


  Vivekananda – about the Divine Mother – Matrix of Light!



  "The calm sea is the Absolute; the same sea in waves is Divine Mother Matrix of Light. She is time, space, and causation. God is Mother and has two natures, the conditioned and the unconditioned. As the former, She is God, nature, and soul (humanity). As the latter, She is unknown and unknowable. Out of the Unconditioned came the trinity god, nature, and soul, the triangle of existence...


  A bit of Mother, a drop, was Krishna, another was Buddha, another was Christ. The worship of even one spark of Mother in our earthly mother leads to greatness. Worship Her if you want love and wisdom."


  -- Swami Vivekananda, Inspired Talks, July, 1895.


  Manifestations of Her glory show in power of immeasurable might,


  Throughout the universe, powers that swell the sea of birth and death,


  Forces that change and break up the Unchanged and changed again.


  Lo! Where shall we seek refuge, save in Her?


  ___________________________________________________


  -- Swami Vivekananda, from "Hymn to the Divine Mother"


  ___________________________________________________
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SAVITRI
 The Book of the Divine Mother



  A Legend and a Symbol


  Author's note on the poem


  The tale of Satyavan and Savitri is recited in the Mahabharata as a story of conjugal love conquering death. But this legend is, as shown by many features of the human tale, one of the many symbolic myths of the Vedic cycle. Satyavan is the soul carrying the divine truth of being within itself but descended into the grip of death and ignorance; Savitri is the Divine Word, daughter of the Sun, goddess of the supreme Truth who comes down and is born to save; Aswapati, the Lord of the Horse, her human father, is the Lord of Tapasya, the concentrated energy of spiritual endeavour that helps us to rise from the mortal to the immortal planes; Dyumatsena, Lord of the Shining Hosts, father of Satyavan, is the Divine Mind here fallen blind, losing its celestial kingdom of vision, and through that loss its kingdom of glory. Still this is not a mere allegory, the characters are not personified qualities, but incarnations or emanations of living and conscious Forces with whom we can enter into concrete touch and they take human bodies in order to help man and show him the way from his mortal state to a divine consciousness and immortal life.


  The Adoration of the Divine Mother



  A burning Love from white spiritual founts


  Annulled the sorrow of the ignorant depths;


  Suffering was lost in her immortal smile.


  A Life from beyond grew conqueror here of death;


  To err no more was natural to mind;


  Wrong could not come where all was light and love.


  The Formless and the Formed were joined in her:


  Immensity was exceeded by a look,


  A Face revealed the crowded Infinite.


  Incarnating inexpressibly in her limbs


  The boundless joy the blind world-forces seek,


  Her body of beauty mooned the seas of bliss.


  At the head she stands of birth and toil and fate,


  In their slow round the cycles turn to her call;


  Alone her hands can change Time's dragon base.


  Hers is the mystery the Night conceals;


  The spirit's alchemist energy is hers;


  She is the golden bridge, the wonderful fire.


  The luminous heart of the Unknown is she,


  A power of silence in the depths of God;


  She is the Force, the inevitable Word,


  The magnet of our difficult ascent,


  The Sun from which we kindle all our suns,


  The Light that leans from the unrealised Vasts,


  The joy that beckons from the impossible,


  The Might of all that never yet came down.


  All Nature dumbly calls to her alone


  To heal with her feet the aching throb of life


  And break the seals on the dim soul of man


  And kindle her fire in the closed heart of things.


  All here shall be one day her sweetness' home,


  All contraries prepare her harmony;


  Towards her our knowledge climbs, our passion gropes;


  In her miraculous rapture we shall dwell,


  Her clasp shall turn to ecstasy our pain.


  Our self shall be one self with all through her.


  ___________________________________________________


  Book Three: The Book of the Divine Mother


  Canto II: The Adoration of the Divine Mother


  ___________________________________________________


  Cosmic Consciousness



  (From Savitri)


  I have wrapped the wide world in my wider self


  And Time and Space my spirit's seeing are.


  I am the god and demon, ghost and elf,


  I am the wind's speed and the blazing star.


  All Nature is the nursling of my care,


  I am its struggle and the eternal rest;


  The world's joy thrilling runs through me, I bear


  The sorrow of millions in my lonely breast.


  I have learned a close identity with all,


  Yet am by nothing bound that I become;


  Carrying in me the universe's call


  I mount to my imperishable home.


  I pass beyond Time and life on measureless wings,


  Yet still am one with born and unborn things.


  ___________________________________________________


  Sri Aurobindo Poetry


  __________________________________________________________


  MahaDevi - The Divine Mother



  The omniscient (of infinite knowledge), omnipresent


  (present everywhere), omnipotent (of unlimited power),


  Divine Mother of extreme beauty and ageless eternity.


  "Therefore a person should ever strive for the


  destruction of ignorance, for one's birth is fruitful when


  ignorance is destroyed. One thereby attains the end of


  human existence and the state of being liberated


  while living." — The Divine Mother (Devi Gita 4.7-8)


  "May all the gods attend to what I have to say. By


  merely hearing these words of mine, one attains my


  essential nature. I alone existed in the beginning;


  there was nothing else at all, O Mountain King. My


  true Self is known as pure consciousness, the highest


  intelligence, the one Supreme Brahman/Thus through


  hearing about, reflecting upon, and ascertaining the


  Self by the Self, one should also, through intense


  meditation, realize that I am in essence the Self...


  By this meditation, O King, the noble person will


  perceive me directly and then merge into my own


  essence since we two are one. By practicing this yoga,


  one realizes me as the supreme Self. In that instant,


  ignorance and its effects all perish."


  — The Divine Mother (Devi Gita 2.12;/4.40;49-50)


  "The Devi insists that liberating knowledge can be


  attained here in this world, while still living. Seeking


  such knowledge alone makes life worthwhile, and


  the attainment of knowledge completely fulfils the


  ultimate purpose of existence." C.M. Brown, 2002. 25


  "Now the name Devi itself means immaculate;


  means the one who is the cleansing and transforming power.


  It is the Heart of the Sacral Vedic Culture of the Divine Cosmic Mother. MahaDevi. The Mother of the World …”


  **********


  The Devi's Yoga – Yoga of Light



  The Yoga of Enligtened Mind. Through meditation, spiritual rites, mystic dances, luminous vizualization and


  merging with the Divine Matrix: the Source of Fohat.


  Hence the term "Self-realization", and the means of


  realizing Fohat (Quantum Light) as our divine core or Self begins here.


  The Yoga of Light –it is the process of Fohatization (filling with Light), with the Divine Quantum Energy of Shakti.


  It is the Spectrum of Divine Rites, dedicated to the Matrix of Light.


  The Mystery of Love, the Mystery of Divine Action, the personal realization of Your Cosmic Program of Light on Earth. All these are Yoga of Light.


  Devotion to the Divine Mother- the Matrix of Light.


  “…What you may ask is the Yoga of Light? The Yoga of Light is an ancient science and spiritual practice of physical and spiritual purification and transformation. It teaches us how to perceive and regulate the radiant light and energy of divinity through our physical and luminous energy bodies. Its ultimate goal is the reunion with our divine essence and the transmutation of the very substance of our being back into its true nature as light. The alchemists of ancient Egypt and Medieval Europe and the yogis and yoginis of India and Tibet spent their lives in pursuit of this sacred endeavor. The Egyptians even believed that through this practice, it was possible for a human being to realize their immortal body of light and become a star in the heavens. The Zohar, a primary text of the Hebrew Kabbalistic tradition speaks of this very same transformative process. " The enlightened shall shine like the radiance (zohar) of the sky, and those who lead multitudes to righteousness, like the stars forever".


  Evidence of the attainment of this light body can also be found in the Dzogchen and Tantric traditions of Tibet. Throughout Tibetan lore, we find stories of the manifestation of what is referred to as the luminous rainbow body by highly developed adepts and practitioners. Through the vehicle of their devotion and practice, they are able to totally purify and exhaust their karma, enter into the essence of the five elements, which is light, transform their body into radiant energy, and vanish like a rainbow in the sky.


  According to Tibetan master Namkai Norbu Rinpoche, once this transformation has taken place, the cycle of reincarnation is complete and one can choose to reappear in a luminous form in order to help and teach sentient beings. The great Tibetan master Padmasambhava, his female consorts Princesses Mandarava and Yeshe Tsogyel along with numerous Tibetan yogis and yoginis are believed to have realized this enlightened state. In fact, there have been eyewitness accounts of the miraculous achievement of the rainbow body as recently as ten years ago by a simple, unassuming Rinpoche named Acho Rinpoche in Tibet.


  Throughout European lore there are legends from the alchemical tradition that tell us of men and women who have also achieved this extraordinary transformation that was once the ultimate goal for all human beings. In the Christian tradition, the magical transmutation of Christ into a shining body of glory may very well be a manifestation of this very same process. Further evidence of this extraordinary achievement can be seen in the religious art of cultures the world over. Flying on golden wings of light, their heads encircled by glistening halos, sitting amidst shining spheres or standing in a glowing cocoon of light, the images of Gods, Goddesses, Saints, Boddhisattvas, Kachinas and Star people offer us symbolic visions of the fully illuminated being.


  At the secret heart of the Tantric tradition, encoded in the arts of temple dance, music and ritual, hidden within the alchemical and mystic teachings of Kabbalah, one can discover the essence of this great tradition of light body yoga. Essential to the understanding of this yogic form is awareness of the Divine Feminine as the primordial creative light and energy of divinity. As Shakti of the Tantric tradition she is described as "the animating and nourishing force of life itself," the "voice, light and energy of divinity that exists in every thing and every being." And as Shekhinah of the Hebrew Kabbalistic tradition, she is described as "the principle light and essence of this world", "the woman of light in whose mystery are rooted all females of the earth".


  In the Tantric tradition this sacred spiritual current of the Divine Feminine is also known as the Kundalini Shakti, and is symbolized by a serpent that sits at the base of the human spine. Through meditation, visualization, mudra, mantra and other yogic exercises this mystic Kundalini energy of the Goddess is aroused and directed upwards through the body, permeating and opening our seven subtle chakras, the energy centers that lie along our spinal cords. Through this powerful process, the practitioner is aligned with her/his divine essence, the inner fire is ignited, the mystic eye is opened and she or he begins to see the flowing currents of light and energy that create, envelop and connect all living things.


  Since possessing a clear perception of the luminous energy field is a fundamental starting point for this yogic form, let us take a look at the physics of the female and male energy fields.


  The female energy field can be pictured as a river of luminous light flowing up from mother earth, from the heart of Mother Nature herself, through the central channel and chakras of her body. When it reaches the top of her head or crown chakra depicted in Tantric iconography as a thousand-petaled lotus, it rises up and cascades downwards, showering around her body with streams of liquid light to begin its upward ascent.


  In men this vital and radiant energy flows in the opposite direction. The light flows down from the heavenly realms through the top of his head, suffusing his spinal column and chakras, exiting from the base of his spine to rise and expand upward and encircle the body until it reaches the top of his head and begins its descent again.


  This flow of luminous energy creates a donut or egg-shaped pattern around the body known to physicists as the hyper dimensional torus. This toroidal pattern can clearly be seen in many paintings of Christ and the Virgin Mary, as well as those of the Hindu and Tibetan deities.


  Since the natural flow of the woman’s subtle energy is upward towards spirit, in this ancient yogic tradition of light, many rituals existed in which women were spiritual guides assuming the role of teacher and initiatrix into sexual and spiritual mysteries.


  After years of rigorous physical, artistic, intellectual and spiritual training in this powerful yogic form, designed to align women with the enlightened qualities and energies of the Goddess, they would perform this vital initiatory role. Opening themselves to their divine feminine essence, they would transform into the Goddess and assist male devotees in awakening to higher consciousness. Through the vehicle of their sacred union, which mirrored the union of Shiva and Shakti, men would gain a direct visceral experience of the upward flow of their Kundalini Shakti.


  There exists in the literature numerous legends and stories of the lives of renowned male sages and yogis who were sent specifically to the temples or sacred caves to receive the powerful inner and secret initiations from female gurus. These legends speak of the testing period, which the male had to go through in order to prove his sincerity and devotion. In many instances he was requested to perform and accomplish tasks, which would convince her of his enthusiasm, determination and suitability to receive her teachings. He was told that .his mind must never sway from the burning desire to achieve liberation and he must one-pointedly purify his body and mind to prepare himself for and then request initiation into the secret experientially based knowledge. Only then, after an initial period of testing would he be accepted into her inner sanctum and receive the sublime teachings unique to the path of the Kundalini Shakti.
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