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INTRODUCTION

	 

	Welcome to the extraordinary world of Charles Dickens, where the pages of history are illuminated by the flickering glow of a gas lamp, and the voices of unforgettable characters still echo through the cobblestone streets of Victorian London. In the pages that follow, we embark on a journey into the life of a literary luminary whose storytelling prowess transcended time and space.

	Charles Dickens, the man who penned timeless classics like "Oliver Twist," "Great Expectations," and "A Christmas Carol," was no ordinary author. His life was a tale of rags to riches, of hardship and perseverance, and above all, a testament to the boundless power of the human imagination.

	But this biography is not just about one man's life; it's a testament to the incredible heights that can be reached by those who dare to dream and persevere against all odds. As we delve into the world of Charles Dickens, let us not be mere spectators but active participants in the unfolding drama of his life. For Dickens's story is not just a reflection of a bygone era; it is a source of inspiration, a spark that can ignite the flames of creativity and resilience within each of us.

	Picture the young Dickens, a boy of humble beginnings, wandering the bustling streets of London, his vivid imagination already weaving tales of both sorrow and hope. Imagine the relentless drive that propelled him from the darkness of a debtor's prison to the dazzling heights of literary stardom. The very same drive that led to the creation of iconic characters like Ebenezer Scrooge, Little Nell, and the Artful Dodger.

	As we step into Dickens's world, we find ourselves in the presence of a man who believed in the power of literature to change lives and transform societies. His works were not mere words on a page but a call to action, a plea for social justice, and an enduring reminder of the importance of empathy and compassion.

	It is in Dickens's journey from hardship to triumph that we discover the true essence of human resilience. It is in his tales of love and redemption that we find solace and inspiration. And it is in his unwavering dedication to the written word that we, too, can find the courage to chase our dreams, to pen our own stories, and to make our mark on the world.

	As we turn the first page of this biography, let us do so with the knowledge that Charles Dickens's story is not a relic of the past but a living testament to the enduring power of storytelling and the potential that resides within each of us. It is an invitation to embark on a journey, not just through the life of a literary giant, but through the corridors of our own dreams and aspirations.

	So, dear reader, let us venture forth into the enchanting world of Charles Dickens, the literary luminary of the Victorian era, and may his story kindle the flames of creativity, empathy, and resilience within us all.

	 


Chapter 1

	THE EARLY LIFE OF CHARLES DICKENS

	 

	Charles John Huffam Dickens, one of the most renowned authors of the 19th century, was born on February 7, 1812, at 1 Mile End Terrace, which is now known as 393 Commercial Road, in Landport, Portsea Island, Hampshire. He was the second of eight children born to his parents, Elizabeth Dickens (1789–1863) and John Dickens (1785–1851). John Dickens worked as a clerk in the Navy Pay Office and was stationed in the district temporarily at the time of Charles's birth. To fulfill the role of godfather for Charles, John approached Christopher Huffam, a gentleman and head of a respected naval rigging firm. This gentleman, Huffam, is believed to have inspired the character Paul Dombey, the owner of a shipping company, in Dickens's novel "Dombey and Son" (1848).

	In January 1815, John Dickens was called back to London, prompting the family to relocate to Norfolk Street in Fitzrovia. Charles was just four years old at the time. Their family moved again to Sheerness and later to Chatham, Kent, where Charles spent his formative years until he turned 11. His early life was, by all accounts, quite idyllic, though he often felt neglected, describing himself as a "very small and not-over-particularly-taken-care-of boy."

	Despite his youthful adventures outdoors, Charles was an avid reader. He delved into various literary works, including the picaresque novels of Tobias Smollett and Henry Fielding, classics like Robinson Crusoe and Gil Blas, as well as The Arabian Nights and the Collected Farces of Elizabeth Inchbald. At the tender age of 7, Charles attended a performance by Joseph Grimaldi, a pioneer in clowning, at the Star Theatre in Rochester. This experience left a lasting impact on him, and he would go on to imitate Grimaldi's clowning on multiple occasions. In fact, he later edited the "Memoirs of Joseph Grimaldi."

	Charles Dickens's excellent memory of people and events from his childhood would serve as a valuable resource in his writing. Thanks to his father's brief employment as a clerk in the Navy Pay Office, Charles received a few years of private education. He attended a dame school initially and then moved on to a school run by William Giles, a dissenter, in Chatham.

	This period of relative stability came to an end in June 1822 when John Dickens was called back to the Navy Pay Office headquarters at Somerset House in London. The family, with the exception of Charles, who needed to complete his final school term, relocated to Camden Town. The move was necessitated by the mounting debts that the family had accumulated, driven by John Dickens living beyond his means.

	Tragically, John Dickens's financial troubles led to his imprisonment in the Marshalsea debtors' prison in Southwark, London, in 1824. In accordance with the practices of the time, his wife and youngest children joined him in prison. Meanwhile, Charles, who was 12 years old at the time, lived with Elizabeth Roylance, a family friend, at 112 College Place, Camden Town. Mrs. Roylance was described as "a reduced, impoverished old lady, long known to our family." Charles would later immortalize her, with some artistic alterations, as "Mrs. Pipchin" in his novel "Dombey and Son." Later, he resided in a back-attic in the home of Archibald Russell, an agent for the Insolvent Court, in Lant Street in Southwark. Russell, along with his family, served as the inspiration for the Garlands in Dickens's novel "The Old Curiosity Shop."

	On Sundays, Charles would visit the Marshalsea prison with his sister Frances, who was free from her studies at the Royal Academy of Music. This prison would later become a setting in Dickens's novel "Little Dorrit." To support himself and help his family, Charles was compelled to leave school and work long, arduous ten-hour days at Warren's Blacking Warehouse, located near Hungerford Stairs, close to the present-day Charing Cross railway station. His wages for this laborious work were a meager six shillings per week, and his time at the warehouse, with its strenuous and often harsh working conditions, left a profound and enduring impact on him. These experiences significantly influenced his later writings, becoming the foundation of his advocacy for the reform of socio-economic and labor conditions, which he believed were unjustly borne by the impoverished.

