
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Those who... La Gazzetta

Claudio Calzoni

––––––––

Translated by Paula Banda Rendón 


“Those who... La Gazzetta”

Written By Claudio Calzoni

Copyright © 2022 Claudio Calzoni

All rights reserved

Distributed by Babelcube, Inc. 

www.babelcube.com 

Translated by Paula Banda Rendón

“Babelcube Books” and “Babelcube” are trademarks of Babelcube Inc.


Claudio Calzoni presents:

Those who... La Gazzetta




Hogwords Editions









Introduction

––––––––
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The blank page is every writer's nightmare. It is necessary to fill it with words, ideas, stories or verses, with phrases that are able to strike or interest the reader.







It is necessary embellish it, cure it, decorate it and present it to the public, as a piece of soul, a work of art born from the heart.







For the journalist, however, the blank page is the perfect canvas to paint with the photograph of the world, without many frills, that the reality of things, facts and

men is often far more interesting and engaging than the works of fantasy. It was the end of August 2019 when the Publisher Pier Giorgio Tomatis, a volcanic and prepared entrepreneur from Pinerolo, started talking to me about a particular project.







For years his publishing house, the Edizioni

Hogwords, is one of the landmarks of the culture of the territory of the city of the Cavalry and regularly publishes novels and collections of poems by many subalpine authors. Particular paths have opened up around this activity, such as the organization of amusing and engaging “dinners with crime” in restaurants and clubs around Piedmont and the publication of a magazine on the network called “La Gazzetta di Hogwords”.







In that strange August, so far away in time and in the habits of each of us, Pier Giorgio proposed to me, to my great satisfaction, to start taking care of the magazine, entrusting me with tasks that I considered too burdensome.







I accepted, happy to face the new adventure, back from many experiences that had marked, even painfully, my life in recent years.







I accepted because, at the age of sixty, I was offered the opportunity to fulfill one of the dreams of my teenage life: to be a journalist.







I accepted, regardless of my absolute inability to manage the various problems of the network, certain that, even if I did not manage to learn everything quickly, the loving, patient and competent presence of Pier Giorgio and many friends would never fail.







In these long months, especially in the strange and disturbing ones that have marked, starting from the tragic March, 2020, the Journal of Hogwords has grown. She specialized in interviews. With the help of Pier Giorgio and Fabrizio Legger we have published many of them to many personalities of Turin culture, famous bloggers, thoroughbred journalists, novelists, poets, musicians and celebrities. A success that, perhaps, went beyond all the rosiest expectations.







Now, we are in January 2021, I can, we can, start to gather the strings of a job that has become great and important.

We can begin to transport on paper, in the classic form of the book, some of the interviews that are depopulated and bounce between the web and personal profiles on the internet, and which need to find a form in the real world.







As if by magic, and it is natural that this is the case, the protagonists of the book become the interviewees. Women and men who tell each other, open their hearts and their souls to the reader, no longer lost in the unreal inconsistency of the web, but now closely linked to printed words.







As Director, curator, interviewer and journalist of this web-zine, of this Hogwords Journal, I cannot fail to be happy with the results obtained.







All the work has always been done in absolute freedom, without aid or contributions or conditioning, as an absolute volunteer and without any remuneration or advertising sponsorship, only for passion and love of literature, music, art and the human soul. 







In a personal capacity, I thank dear friends who have agreed to answer the questions, putting themselves on the line, committing themselves, in this year so hard and strange, to personally participate in this somewhat crazy enterprise.







Thanks again to Pier-Giorgio Tomatis's Hogwords Publishing House who decided to publish this first collection of interviews and gladly accepted my particular request, regarding the charitable use of all my possible compensation on the sales of this volume.

Hoping to still be able to find the health, the time, the strength and the competence to send this beautiful and intriguing project, I am preparing to start the new year by preparing new articles and new interviews for The Journal of Hogwords.







The show must go on. 



Alberto Castagneri
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Alberto Castagneri graduated in Electronic Engineering, after having managed commercial relations of well-known telecommunications companies for over twenty-five years, has finally decided to devote himself to his true artistic passions, music, painting, writing and the art of traveling. He illustrated children's books written by his wife Anna Turletti, for example the successful "the seventh continent" published by Edizioni Hogwords and he also wrote some noir-fantastic stories such as "Orwell and the alchemical caves" published by Hogwords in the collection "Fantamisteri". Now he is also working on travel and outreach through his website www.sloway.org, under the Travel Nature brand.
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Alberto Castagneri
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The Molinista against the prevailing Jansenism
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I meet the doctor, the engineer, the writer, the musician Alberto Castagneri, in an unspecified point of the Pacific Ocean, between Easter Island and the Amazon. I reached it by following the routes of the great navigators of the seventeenth century with calm and imagination. Between the high waves of a pressing storm, the ship, an ancient sailing ship or a very modern cruise ship, moves calmly, under the command of an expert captain and a crew of pirates, mercenaries or just excellent sailors. On the deck, between the screams of albatrosses and the strong wind that drags the clouds to lap the waves, we walk talking about our lives, traced by hopes, dreams and particular, artistic, attitudes.







Let's get to know each other better, who is Alberto Castagneri?

I have to be honest, I am pleased to meet the Gazzetta di Hogwords again, with which I collaborated as a columnist until 2016. I was the contact person for the science, innovation and technology sector. I wrote articles with which I wanted to alert (which I still do!) People about the often improper use of technology deliberately applied to our fragile and controllable minds. My articles were signed with the nick-name

"Provocator".

For the rest you ask me "who am I?". Good question. I think I'm a strange character, with many (perhaps too many) interests. I graduated in electronic engineering from the Polytechnic of Turin with a thesis on Neural Networks. I worked as a commercial manager in the telecommunications sector for over 25 years, but cultivating a constant curiosity for historical-archaeological mysteries and a specific artistic vein.

I have always been attracted to music (I studied piano for 7 years and classical organ for 4 years) and poetry (an intimate passion cultivated since high school). I have found, and still find, joy in painting, writing and, of course, reading. I also discovered a second life by traveling the world, in all five continents, independently visiting with his wife and young son (now an older one), over 65 different countries.

Now I think of nature, of the dissemination of the art of travel as a way of living and surviving. I started the blog: www.sloway.org,with the Travel Nature brand, a company that deals with travel, travel therapism and natural products from all over the world. While traveling I write and have written and have also illustrated some books for children and teenagers written by my wife, Anna Turletti.





How did your passion for writing start?



My opinion is that a little graphomaniac is born, more to express something interior, than to show it and make it read to others. This happened to me already in compulsory schools, when writing and music (after all they are the same thing!) Took possession of me.

Of course I have written more seriously since my wife Anna published some books for children and teenagers, and since she became a journalist. From there, after collaborating with her for the illustrations of her books, one above all the environmentalist story "The seventh continent" published by Edizioni Hogwords, which gave us a lot of satisfaction, I also tried my hand at writing.







When did you publish your first book and what were your emotions that held it in your hands?

In fact, as I explained earlier, the first book in which I collaborated with Anna, for the part relating to the images and for the control of the text, was published in 2010, after 2 years of work, due among other things to the creation of over 24 illustrated watercolor and cover plates. When I held the first copy of "Nursery Rhyme of the World" in my hand, as it was entitled, with my drawings and text in four languages ​​including Arabic, I hardly believed my eyes.

I had an immediate response and the positive result was that I immediately set in motion with my wife to promote it everywhere and in every way. We sold over 1000 copies in two years. After the initial emotion, there was then a shared adventure.







What's the title of your latest book, published by Hogwords?

To answer this question, I need to give some information in advance. As I explained earlier, after some illustration-only activities, ideas for fantasy / horror stories began to come to me and during a series of sleepless nights I made one entitled "London, The tube". It was set in the British capital, and specifically in its famous subway. With this story, only recently published directly as an e-book and available on Amazon, I participated, by bet, in the famous "Città di Torino" competition organized by the Arte Città Amica association in 2009 and surprisingly I won the second prize!

I didn't stop. With a second story, still unpublished, I participated in the same competition the following year, obtaining a special mention. Having then worked as an illustrator for my wife's successful and already mentioned book "The seventh continent", published with Edizioni Hogwords. Given the excellent collaboration and the feeling with the Publisher Pier Giorgio Tomatis, I was involved with pleasure in the collection of 10 short stories by various authors published in 2018 by Hogwords with the title "Fantamisteri".

My fantastic story is entitled "Orwell and the alchemical caves" and as you can already imagine from the title it is set in Turin and London, but not only, also in other parts of the world. I said, I also like to travel with the imagination!







What are the reasons why he wrote it, what are the inspirations?

I wrote this story because I liked to connect Turin, a notoriously magical city, to London, another reality of world esotericism, choosing as the protagonist a writer very dear to me and disillusioned like George Orwell, the famous author of "1984". In addition, I also talked about my other passion and that is travel, but not only in space, also in time! And here I stop so as not to take away the taste of those who want to read the Fantamisteri collection!





Have you published any other books with Hogwords?



Not yet, but since my wife has also written a horror story in the meantime, "The Queen and the King", always getting the first prize in the City of Turin Literary Competition, in a subsequent edition of the review, and since she too has written a noir story on the crime of JFK, inserted in the book Hogwords "Fantamisteri", we have already been proposed to combine several of our stories and publish them in a single book written by 4 hands, of fantastic / horror stories. Furthermore, after 20 years of travel, we always have the idea of ​​writing stories related to our experiences and adventures in the world, to try our hand in a new literary genre and to take care of travel reportage.







How do your loved ones feel about having a writer at home?

More than anything else it is I who felt interested and stimulated to have a writer and journalist in the house! All this prompted me to launch myself into this new writing activity in which Anna was also able to give me advice. Now it is our twelve-year-old son who looks at us in a particular and intrigued way since we both write and offer our books with assiduity.







What are your relationships with the Pier-Giorgio Tomatis Publishing House?

Excellent, so much so that with the Publisher, creator, founder of Hogwords, there is no longer only a working relationship but also one of friendship and mutual esteem. I consider Pier-Giorgio Tomatis an intelligent, professional, correct person who does not hesitate to help and give advice. We collaborated and helped each other, not only at a literary level but also in the book trade sector. We have participated together and profitably in many fairs and above all in many editions of the Turin Book Fair, we have personally brought the name of the publishing house even beyond regional borders. We have carried out together important cultural initiatives such as those represented by the innovative, creative and fun "Literary dinners with crime", which we staged with the Hogwords group at many clubs, obtaining numerous consents from the public. In short, Tommy (as I call him), even when it happens that we have different ideas, he is and always remains a friend, rather than a Publisher.

Do you feel like giving any advice to readers and young people who undertake this career?

To young people who want to pursue a career as a writer, in addition to remembering that you are never good writers without being voracious readers at the same time, I reluctantly remind you that in Italy you don't read enough and that we are one of the laziest and most miserly nations in this respect of sight. Having said that, on the contrary, I urge you to believe in your dreams and your literary vocation, where it grows and burns inside like a flame. But before reaching a million copies of their book sold, they must know that they will have to fight, hope, not give up, and also, after some eventual and inevitable fall, try to get up to promote the works of their creativity.







Tell us about the future. Are you writing or thinking about new things?

As I said before, in addition to collecting some fantastic stories and combining them with those of my wife for a 4-handed book, I am seriously thinking about a way of living more connected with nature, dealing with the dissemination of the art of travel as a "way of life ", having opened the blog, as mentioned above www.sloway.org(which I recommend you visit), with the Travel-Nature brand, a company that deals with travel, Travel Therapism and natural products from around the world. The consultations on these topics are therefore also leading me to the organization of related texts and books, of specific individual and group courses ("Travel Therapism"), since today's society increasingly needs to slow down its current one crazy pace, to seek calmer and more authentic experiences. For advice, curiosities, information on books, natural products, courses, trips and so on or just to have a chat, you can write to me at the email address acastagneri@libero.it, or contact me via my Instagram account @castagnerialberto. I will answer everyone with pleasure. And let's remember that "life is a journey and traveling is living twice".







The wind has changed, the ship has magically arrived in London. Big Ben is ringing the hours, in the dense mist so common in these parts. I am visibly embarrassed as he travels quietly through Piccadilly Circus or Portobello Road through the English capital. But walking the landscape changes, again, quickly. In fact, we say goodbye to Paris, under the illuminated Eiffel Tower on a late winter evening. I have to go home, me.


Alberto no.



The world is becoming his home, his horizons have no definitive sunsets now. Alberto with his family carries on the dream of total freedom, of a continuous, exciting, engaging journey. A dream that fortunately, following his instructions, we can share and live, even if only for a few moments, with him. Thanks for the interview, goodbye ...







Claudio Calzoni 

Alessandra Paganardi
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Alessandra Paganardi, a student of the Collegio Ghislieri of Pavia, lives and teaches in Milan. Poetic collections:A dream of words - Selected poems, Gradiva publications, Stony Brook 202 (translated and with a preface by Irene Marchigiani); The rule of the horizon. Puntoacapo, Pasturana, 2019 (Metropoli di Torino 2019 award, City of Como and Nabokov finalist),

The patience of winter, Puntoacapo 2013 (Operauno award),

Tempo reale, Joker, Novi Ligure, 2008 (San Domenichino award); Guest that will come, Joker 2005. Essays and prose: Breviary, Joker 2012; The magnolia against the shutters, in AAVV, «Milan in the streets: stories», Azimut, 2009; The look of amazement: reading of five contemporary poets, Viennepierre 2005, (finalist Nabokov 2008). Among the prizes for unpublished: Europe in verse (2016); Merini (2013), Astrolabio (2009), San Domenichino (2007), Gozzano (2007). He is present in the editorial board of the international magazine "Gradiva" and in the jury of the homonymous prize. 
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Alessandra Paganardi
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Poetess between John Kennedy and Ezra Pound
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I meet Alessandra Paganardi at the foot of the large and majestic neoclassical staircase that leads to the main floor, towards the Salone delle Feste of the Palazzo della Luce in Turin, the prestigious and important venue for the delivery of the Prizes of the Literary Competition promoted by the Associazione Arte Città Amica of Turin.

I, in a professional version, ready to propose the interview, she, radiant and elegant, in the role of Winner of the Poetry Prize in the "published" section.

The Palazzo della Luce, the historic seat of the Società dell'Energia Elettrica, and even before Eiar, the forerunner of Rai, welcomes our conversation with Savoyard delicacy and noble majesty, transforming Turin on a Saturday in October 2019 into the ancient respectful capital, silent and poetic of the nineteenth century.



Let's get to know each other better, who is Alessandra Paganardi on the whole?

I was born in Milan on the same day, month and year that John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas. I studied in Milan at the Liceo Ginnasio Berchet and then at the University of Pavia, a student thanks to the Collegio Ghislieri.



In life, in addition to having two children - Mario and


Alberto, who have finished their university studies and are at the beginning of their careers - I teach Philosophy and Human Sciences at the Liceo Agnesi in Milan. 

How was your passion for writing born?

Very early. I learned to read and write at the age of four from my sister who was nine who unfortunately passed away prematurely and that I would like to mention here. I went to school already able to read and write: I had a lot of free time and I used it in a long story, written in the Letter 23 given to me by my maternal grandfather, who by profession was a mechanic for Olivetti and received disused typewriters as a gift.

The story, obviously self-produced, is called Spring of Life and is still in my possession, like the three or four that followed in the following years. I started with a passionate love of prose, which then evolved into a love of non-fiction, with some forays into fiction.

Then, towards the age of ten, the good habit of studying the texts by heart at school made me meet Pascoli, Carducci, Tagore, Neruda, Leopardi.

From the beginning, Poetry seemed to me a different way of looking at existence and of reconstructing it, even if obviously I didn't know how to explain it in these terms. I saw in Poetry a different world from the one I encountered every day at home and at school: a story that was not unreal, as the fairy tales of a few years earlier had been, but even more real than reality, more concrete, more sensible, where you smell, flavors and colors were like "at the top" and where the words found their right meaning.

Since junior high school, I used to annotate literature texts with notices of my own, inspired by existing ones or, more often, in contrast with them. Then, at about fourteen, while I was attending the fourth gymnasium at the Liceo Berchet, Poetry arrived.

Initially they were phrases that went through my head, like short messages of uncertain origin. Slowly I worked on it, I gave them a rhythm and the first true poems were born.

At about 17 years old, in 1981, I was recommended to one of the very few competitions organized for high school students at the time: the “Ciro Coppola” prize for the Italian student. The seat was Ischia and I went there, accompanied by my sister, who was about to complete her medical studies. It was my first plane trip.



When did you publish your first book and what were your emotions that held it in your hands?

If we do not count what I call "book zero" - a compilation released for a pirate publisher that I do not want to remember, and which contained all the early poems - the first book came out for the Joker in 2005.

It was called Guest that you will come and it gave me the satisfaction of an almost immediate reprint.

The preface was by Gabriela Fantato, whom I had met in the meantime and who had invited me to

Editorial at the "Moscow of Milan", a magazine that came out until about 2011 and which promoted the encounter between various forms of art, culture and thought.

Until the end I remained in the editorial office and I still consider it a fundamental experience for my research.

I remember only one emotion: the strong desire to write more and more successful books (which for me means authentic, recognizable as belonging to that author and not to another).





His latest published book is titled? What are the reasons why you wrote it, what are the inspirations? Has he published any other books?

I answer Before to the last request. I have published three other books of poetry (Tempo Reale, Joker 2008, The patience of winter, Puntoacapo 2013, and the last one: The rule of the horizon, 2019) and one of criticism, The look of amazement (Viennepierre 2005), which to my surprise entered the five of the Nabokov prize some time after. In addition to numerous reviews, prefaces and essays, published in magazines (including Il signal, Poesia, Gradiva, Italian Poetry Review) and to participate in various readings and to obtain prizes that have given me a lot of satisfaction, such as Europa in versi for the unpublished , in 2016, and San Domenichino for the publication, in 2009.

I also dealt with fiction, albeit marginally. In 2008 I published a story about Milan in an anthology edited by a Roman publisher and I recently won the Lago Gerundo prize for a story that deals with a very delicate issue, homophobia.

All the three short stories I submitted to the competition are forthcoming for the Morellini Publisher. The aphoristic genre also fascinates me: I am a member of the AIPLA Association of Turin, founded by Anna Antolisei and released for Joker in 2012, in addition to various texts scattered in anthologies, my Breviary collection, which I believe can be read online in PDF - as well as some previous books.



How do your loved ones feel to have a writer at home?

I published relatively late, although I have almost always written, precisely because in my hardworking and somewhat "Calvinist" socio-cultural environment - father industrial manager, mother with a passion for reading and some literary ambitions in the drawer - write

"Seriously" and out of passion it was considered a kind of childhood disease. Those were other times, after all: there was no network and if you were not lucky enough to meet some publisher, writer or university professor interested in the subject, it was not easy to publish when you were young.

As for my husband and my children, after so many years spent together, they now support my passion, even if they don't share it.

I think that sometimes, when they hear me get up at Benedictine times (not always, of course!) To write or work on the texts after the necessary hours of sleep, they must also have a little patience.

As well as with the discontent and fatigue, which the writer - and always wants to improve - necessarily experiences on his own skin, because writing is not a therapy at all, as some argue: it is an activity that requires an immense expenditure of intellectual energy and emotional. Fatally, all of this is projected onto one's home environment.





What are your relations with the publishing houses?


I have an Editorial family, which is the Puntoacapo of Novi Ligure. A small, young and fierce Publishing House, directed by two exceptional people: the owner Cristina Daglio, a manager with a great sensitivity for reading and the Editorial Director Mauro Ferrari, Essayist and Poet.

I met them at the time of the Moscow in Milan and they became, as well as my publishers, my dear friends. I have the honor of being part of their team, not only as an author but also as a collaborator. I don't know if I would ever trade them with another house, with another family.



Do you have any advice for readers and young people embarking on this career?

Read a lot, always and everything. Verse is image, rhythm and also profound rationality: Ezra Pound wrote it. You have to find your own formula, which is dangerously personal.

It must have all three ingredients (phanopoeia, melopea, logopea) but no one can afford to prescribe the recipe and proportions in advance.

For example, I have always loved the hendecasyllable and the septenary but I would never suggest them as a fixed formula, not even to myself: sometimes it is better to use verses a little more dystonic, if this serves to make an image or a thought flourish. do not sacrifice.

In my latest book The rule of the horizon I do it often and in fact Giancarlo Pontiggia, in his critical note on the book, wrote about a word that "always seems  on the brink  from  break down ". 



Tell us about the future. Are you writing or thinking about new things?

Lately I have a couple of short stories in the works and, in poetry, I have discovered the closed form: sonnets sometimes rhymed, sometimes loose, but always fourteen lines in size.



Perhaps having been on the jury for two Awards (the


Gozzano until a couple of years ago, now the Gradiva International Award) has further refined my ear for the verse. After and beyond the classical masters continually re-read - some of them, but only a few, for me were Rimbaud, Mallarmé, Celan, Cvaeteva, Achmatova, Plath, Pavese, Pascoli, Sbarbaro, Penna, Caproni - I learn every day from young authors and not so young, which I discover by continually reading their Poetry.

However you want to say, this is the positive side of the network. The secret, even in this activity, is to learn something from everyone every day and to encourage new talents, especially those who have little faith in themselves.

For this reason, after many years of wanting it, I have opened a sort of cenacle in a small apartment in the south of Milan, where about once a month I host little-known poetic voices of various trends and generations.

And I would like to say to young people again: if you have this passion, think carefully before making it a job.

Poetry feeds on life, as well as books, and has only two constraints: authenticity and freedom.

Be authentic, free, and even a little crazy ... but I think this, roughly, someone else much older than me said.

I allow myself to simply apply this formula, easy to pronounce and very difficult to apply, to what I love most.



A beautiful afternoon, steeped in culture, satisfaction, personality and many insiders the one spent at the Palazzo della Luce in the company of the friends of Arte Città Amica and the participants, the winners of the various prizes awarded.



Meeting Alessandra Paganardi was a pleasure, we hope that our literary digressions and poetics can always find places like this ...





Claudio Calzoni 

Claudio Calzoni
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Writer by passion, scholar of literature, history, religion, magic and everything related to mystery, esotericism, historical research. He attended the Faculty of Arts at the University of Turin with good results until the third year (at that time there was no short degree). He opens an appliance store and starts a life as an entrepreneur. He publishes fiction books with Edizioni Hogwords: "Dark Magic" (2015), "The Other God or If the King of Kings" (2019), "The Trail of Fire" (2020), "The Trail of Fire: The Revelation "(2020) and" The Mystery of the Feathered Serpent "(2020). He writes the sports nonfiction book "I Places Del Toro" published by Yume Libri (Turin, 2019), the poetry books"Damned and other stories" (Laura Rangoni Milan 1997) and "I am nobody" (Ippogrifo, Turin, 2014). Since 2019 he has been Director of the webzine La Gazzetta di Hogwords, the official information organ of the Hogwords Editions. He publishes various articles in newspapers and magazines and lectures on literary, cinematographic, historical and sporting topics. For about ten years he took care of the drafting and publication of the books of the "Granata Literature Competition" in Vigone. He was, and still is, sworn in some literary competitions. He often participates in radio and television broadcasts as a guest. 
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