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      Keith and Murray Clement were not the most brilliant thieves in Livingston Parish. They hadn't done well in school. Keith, one year older than his brother, set the example for Murray. His leadership led both to drop out of Denham Springs High School before graduation. He also provided the path to the use of methamphetamines and marijuana.

      Though they had no steady employment, the brothers paid for their vices through petty thefts. Nothing big. Tools were easy to peddle on Craigslist. And most couldn't be traced back to the original owners.

      Even with their combined acumen in the lowest percentile in South Louisiana, the brothers recognized a golden opportunity. Hurricane Brenda ravished the southern bayous and marshes of the Pelican State with Category three winds as far north as the Mississippi border. Baton Rouge and the surrounding parishes bore the brunt of the wide bands of destruction. A mandatory evacuation left the city of Watson deserted.

      Never known to obey any orders, Keith and Murray hunkered down in their dilapidated shack along Bayou Delaune. The rickety structure had no electricity before the storm, so the power outage had little effect. How the hut survived the gale force winds was a miracle.

      The brothers discovered they were left alone in the small suburb north of Denham Springs. All the homeowners had left before the storm and were banned from returning for three days after it blew through.

      That meant thousands of tools were left behind with nobody watching. A gold mine awaited, and Keith and Murray took advantage.

      With no electricity to power the alarm systems, the brother struck house after house. They took every tool in the flooded garages and sheds. Saws, wrenches, hammers, socket sets, screwdrivers, drills. Anything that could quickly be sold at bargain-basement prices on the worldwide web.

      Some homes had standing water. Not clear tap water, but that filled with debris, mud, and God only knows what else. That didn't deter the brothers. They waded through the muck and mire to reap the treasures the owners had so graciously left behind in their hasty departure.

      The old Ford F150 wasn't pretty. The rust and Bond-O patches marred its beauty. However, it sat twenty-six inches higher than the factory standard and motored through the high patches of water with ease.

      The only drawback was the small bed in the back of the pickup. The brothers were forced to make many trips back to the shack to unload their loot.

      On the seventh trip of the second day, the unthinkable happened.
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      At the subdivision entrance, a parish squad car awaited the old pickup truck and the Clement brothers. Keith, as usual, sat at the steering wheel.

      He thought about turning around. Then, he remembered the only other exit had more than eight feet of water from Bayou Delaune blocking it. There were no alternatives.

      Keith may have been deficient in many areas of life, but his will to survive topped his fellow men. There was no way he would let a parish Deputy interfere with the chance of a lifetime to strike it rich. He looked at his brother, who could not take his eyes off the flashing lights of the police car.

      "Hold on," Keith muttered before gunning the engine.

      The F-150, with its souped-up engine, ripped through the last hundred yards to the exit. Straight at the squad car parked sideways.

      The wide-eyed deputy, George Allen, saw the powerful vehicle racing toward him. He couldn't believe his eyes. At the last second, George slammed the car in drive and jerked forward. He almost made it.

      The pickup hit his car a foot behind the rear wheel. The police automobile spun around one hundred and eighty degrees, facing the opposite direction when it came to rest.

      Keith lost control of the pickup truck. The impact forced his body into the steering wheel. Murray's forehead slammed into the windshield. Neither brother had prepared for the truck dropping from the road to the deep ditch on the other side.

      With the engine submerged, the old truck went nowhere. The airbags deployed, temporarily trapping both brothers. Not that it mattered. Murray bent over unconscious in the passenger seat, blood pouring from the cut high on his head.

      Keith felt the two broken ribs sending jarring pain throughout his torso. He turned his head to see George Allen approaching, a scowl on his face, and a 9mm Glock in his hand.
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