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PREFACE


	 


	Throughout the Holy Writ, divinity has been labouring to get a man on a long journey. I see God with intimate desire to have a man to walk with, that was why Adam was created – to truly satisfy the hunger for a fellowship with man in the heart of God. Adam did just that but not too long before the arch-barrier (sin) came in-between. So, God continued His search.


	Just then, Enoch came up. This man has got an insight into the mind of God so he prepared himself for a ‘marathon’ walk. Excitedly, God took him by the hand and they were on the way to the house of God. And before they could get to the place, Enoch fell in love with God and decided not to come back. So God took him, then God came back to the plain to look for another person.


	Eventually, Noah found grace in the eyes of God. Then God came down and walked with Noah. But because Noah was not ready for a ‘marathon’ as God would request, he would soon forget about God and get drunk. Premature satisfaction took him over-board. Thus, he became merry because he survived the flood. At the end, ‘he lay naked in his tent’.


	Suddenly, God found a man in Ur of the Chaldeans named Abram. God invited him, changed his name and went on with him quite early. But this man would leave God and migrate to Egypt and came back with ‘lots’ that slowed their journey for thirteen years. What a sad news! Not long before he started marrying and re-marrying and everything scattered.


	However, the man Moses took his position after much argument. God then quickened his veins and marrows so much that at the age of one hundred, he had the strength of ‘a fifty year old’. This is also to make their walk long and enjoyable. But the sad event happened at Meribah where provocation obstructed their journey. So the search continues.


	Through all generations, we see countless men and women who dared walking with God. All walked with God to a limit. Amongst these great people of God are those who tried hard but only got to the court yard of God (outer court). You’ll hear David sing, ‘I will enter his court with praise’. With this kind of melody, God will only reply, ‘Oh! Excited already?’ This is because His plan is to take us into his bedroom. His inner chamber of fellowship called ‘THE HOLY OF HOLIES’. His earnest desire is to carry us to the place where glory resides; the place of depth where hidden treasures are buried. He wants to move us ‘behind the veil’.


	I perceived that these heroes of faith had an understanding of what they are called to. Little wonder why you hear father Abraham tell his servants and the asses to stay behind, ‘I and the lad will go yonder’. He knew that there is a yonder awaiting any man of God. On an occasion, God instructed Moses, ‘Tell the seventy (sanctified) elders to stay behind while you ‘come up hither’. And David cried in a certain place ‘as the deer pants for water so my soul pants for you; when shall I see you oh Lord?’ He understood that there was more of God untold. And the scripture confirms – and these men of faith, though they trusted God and won his approval, none of them received all that God had promised them; for God wanted them to wait and share the even better rewards that were prepared for us. (Heb. 11:39-40 Living Bible)


	Beloved do you desire to experience God beyond the ordinary? Are you prepared to go with God on a marathon? Be informed that it is you God is hoping on. He has resolved to take you beyond the outer to the inner. God has prepared better things for you.


	‘Since we have such a huge crowd of men of faith watching us from the grand stands let us strip off anything that slows us down or holds us back and especially those sins that wrap themselves so lightly around our feet and trip us up and let us run with patience the particular race that God has set before us’. (Heb. 12:1 TLB) 


	He discovered that even though these men tried with all their might, their chance was limited. I don’t know why God would have them wait to share these better things with us. As these men watch us from the grand stand, they frown to see you running around again in the court-yard. They think that you should go up and on to yonder. When God was promising the descendant of Noah dominion of the whole, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and decided to settle there. They united their God-given potential to build a mighty strong-hold in this their settlement.


	Friend! The Lord has spoken better things of you. Don’t settle at the plain, go further with the Lord. There is more to God than speaking in tongues. You are eligible to experience these over-flows. Consider the mighty experiences of the men of faith, yet they didn't finish their divine proportion of grace. Refuse to end the journey with premature satisfaction like Noah. Lay aside every past experience that wants to hold you back from these encounters. Prepare your heart as you make a journey with the Lord ‘behind the veil’. There is a plain of regulation and ordinances but the divine law states that if anyone is dissatisfied with the plain then they must go up.


	 





INTRODUCTION
‘THE CHURCH’



	 


	Many times we see the word ‘church’ appear in the New Testament in diverse ways. I think it’ll not be anything bad if someone asks to know exactly what the word meant in those cases. The church is the dwelling place of God in spirit. For it to be a church there must be fellowship in the Holy Ghost.


	According to the Holy Scriptures, we understand that the word ‘church’ is used for and in three different ways. The first is the one I’ll call The Triumphant church (the House) – it comprises of all the redeemed of the Lord. It can be called the church of the ransomed of our Lord. The purpose of God is that we all come to this position of grace. This is the climax of our salvation. At this point, we have come to the unity of faith (Eph. 4:13) in Christ. The scripture says; “In whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.” (Eph. 2:21)


	We can grow into this church. This church is a product of our growth generally in the Beloved. What God is doing now is fixing everyone in THEIR position while some are still in the quarry for the making. When we have all found our place, then we will begin to grow and form a mystery called the church – “To make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God…and to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church.” (Eph. 3:9-10) The Living Bible paraphrase has it : ‘and his reason: to show to all rulers in heaven how perfectly wise He is when of his family Jews and Gentles alike are seen to be joined together in his church; in just the way He had always planned it through Jesus Christ our Lord.’


	By this scripture, we can conclude that God is working out things on our behalf. It has been His original plan before the world began. But for this to materialize, it’ll (must) take a process called growth. Another scripture reads—‘From whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth [emphasis added] of the body for the edifying of itself in love’. (Eph. 4:16) Before the knitting came the making, then the growing together into one holy temple—mount Zion of our Lord, without spot or wrinkle. This is the overall purpose of God. In fact, the death of Christ is the beginning of the process of actualizing this purpose. 


	However, before the triumphant, comes the success of the ‘local church’ (large church). It is when this church succeeds that we can envisage the becoming of the larger church. The large church comprises of our small gatherings in different places; the little flock of our Master Jesus; the local church. Let’s consider this scripture. 20Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone; 21In whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22In whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. (Eph. 2:20-22)
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