
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


How Big is Your Tent? 

A Call for Christian Unity, Tolerance, and Love

Peter DeHaan, PhD

How Big is Your Tent? A Call for Christian Unity, Tolerance, and Love. Copyright © 2013, 2016, 2017 by Peter DeHaan.

All rights reserved: No part of this book may be reproduced, disseminated, or transmitted in any form, by any means, or for any purpose without the express written consent of the author or his legal representatives. The only exception is short excerpts and the cover image for reviews or academic research.

ISBN: 978-1-948082-03-7 (ebook) / 978-1-948082-02-0 (print)

Published by Spiritually Speaking Publishing

Credits:


Copyeditor: Claudia Volkman

Proofreader: Robyn Mulder

Cover design: Cassia Friello



I dedicate this book to my spiritual director Sister Gertrude Maurer.



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]



Introduction
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This is a book I never wanted to write.


Well, that’s not entirely true. 

I’ve wanted to write it for quite some time. 

I’ve been contemplating these ideas for several years.






It’s just that I don’t want anyone to read it.

I fear no one’s going to like what I say. 

Friends may say I’ve gone too far. 

They’ll claim I’ve cast too big of a faith net, I’ve painted theology with too broad of a brush, and I’ve embraced as “one” a spiritual population too diverse.

Everyone else will vilify me for being narrow-minded. 

They’ll criticize me for advocating an exclusive worldview that pushes serious faith seekers of diverse perspectives to the outside.

But I hope I’m wrong. Let’s see.

Discussion Questions

1. Do you think Peter’s fears about having others read How Big Is Your Tent? are justified? 

2. Do you hold out hope you might end up agreeing with him?

3. Do you suspect you will be one of those who thinks he went too far or one who thinks he didn’t go far enough?



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]



Part 1

The Buffet

[image: image]




I reject the popular notion of buffet religion.

A buffet approach to spirituality allows people to make up their own faith. They pick what they like—and ignore what they don’t—from various worldviews, religious practices, and secular perspectives. 

The result is a spiritual smorgasbord.

The meal may be tasty, but it’s not healthy.

And don’t give me this “as long as you sincerely believe” crap.

If I sincerely believe gravity doesn’t exist, that doesn’t mean I avoid its affect.

I could go on, but you get the point.

We can’t make God into our own image[1] and expect it to work.

A feel-good religion we just make up means nothing; it won’t rescue anyone.[2]

Discussion Questions

1. How do you react to Peter’s criticism of the buffet approach to spirituality? 

2. How do people today pursue buffet religion?

3. Do you think sincere belief is enough? Why?

4. How does society try to make God into its own image?



A Faith Foundation

To be viable, we need a source for faith that’s external to us.

We need a reliable basis for belief, one that transcends our own mind, will, and emotions. 

For me it starts with the Bible.[3] 
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