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	I dedicate this work to those who will always recognize their mistakes and who are eager to make amends. Life is all about making mistakes, in that, we are never perfect, but it takes those who have fluid intelligence to know this fact and then  willingly  accept their faults and make up for that error.
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	he nature of humans supports mistakes. We live in order to keep on exonerating ourselves from mistakes, but such is a task that can never end until the very end. However hard we try to avoid mistake, it will never be far from us because our very nature is far from perfection. Our actions and decisions derive its elements from our thoughts while our thoughts inhere from our imperfect nature. Following the fact that we can never overcome mistakes because it is part of us, it will continue to reflect on our decisions in life. No matter the kind of wisdom we have, no matter the level of intelligence we have and no matter the degrees of knowledge we have, as far as we are far from perfection, we will always struggle to come up with a perfect decision, meaning that our actions and decisions will always fall short of perfection. If we say that we have never made mistake, then we are not honest to ourselves. If we say we have not aimed things wrongly, then we are deceiving ourselves and if we say that we have never behaved in a way that we later regret, then we are not being honest with ourselves. The only way to overcome a mistake is to keep on learning from time to time so that we will force ourselves to come close to that state where we can see the fundamental realities of any decision and action, and then make the right move. At any point in time, we must do what occurs to us. At any point in time, we must do what we think is the best thing to do and at any point in time, we have to make decisions that we see as being the only way out. However, the perfect thing to do is always very difficult to dictate, which is why we have to do things as we have deemed it fit not knowing that our actions is far from the best. The reality of human faults will always show itself in our actions and decisions. The truth of human imperfection will always be noticeable in our decision, which is why we have to leave a place for correction and be willing to accept our mistake whenever we notice it.


	In every situation in life, there is always the best action to take. In every situation in life, there is that decision that is nearest to the truth and in every circumstance which we find ourselves, there is always that rightful move to make, but the ability to recognize it and then do it is where the genius in us will manifest. While many people will accept the fact that they do not know it all and are prone to making mistakes, others will brag about their knowledge thereby moving about committing blunder, while some people will always be eager to accept their faults, others will claim all-knowing thereby leading themselves astray. It takes wisdom to know that in any action you take, that there must be some sort of mistake; it takes wisdom to come to terms that you are liable to making mistakes and it takes intelligence to understand the nature of humans and being ready to accept your mistake as well as being eager to learn from it. If you cannot accept that you can make mistakes and willing to learn from your faults, you will always make a fool of yourselves when the time comes because one thing is certain in this life, no man can exonerate himself from this fact of making mistakes because it is part of being human. Mistakes are deeply rooted in our nature. 




CHAPTER 1


	Personal Finance Mismanagement


	 


	 


	 


	WRONG HANDLING OF ONE’S FINANCES


	
M





	ismanaging personal finances means organizing or controlling one’s finances badly. Proper financial management is one of the ways that you can take care of your problems without having to resort to borrowing. If you can manage your finances well, then you will forestall impending financial problems in your life and then control the spending you do on a daily basis. 


	How you deal with your financial issues will determine how far you can go in accomplishing anything in life. The basis of every achievement lies in the ability of everyone to manage his or her finances well. The chances of reaching your goals in life lie in your ability to recognize where you usually went wrong in your financial management. 


	At any point t in time, we could face a situation that will demand a lot of money from us. We could face a situation that will breed money, but how we deal with that situation and prevent unnecessary expenses will determine, to an extent, how we can save up money to continue our program. If you cannot identify something that has come to consume your finances as well as stop you from going ahead with your project, then you may not be able to continue with your project after that incident. If you cannot recognize what has come to rob you of your money, which you have planned to use in fixing other important issues, then you will spend it recklessly with recourse to save up money. 


	Whenever you have set out to do anything, issues will arise which needs money for you to fix it, problems will come up which will need money to solve, and an unexpected situation will arise that will need a lot of money for you to fix it. Now, how you manage these issues will determine whether you will continue with that project or dump it. 


	Sometimes, you will have many issues that need a lot of money before you can settle them. You may have many situations that will demand money from you and you may have serious cases that will gulp money. If you can identify the ones that need that money most and go for it first, then others will fall in line. If you can identify what to do with that situation and how to make arrangements that will solve that problem with the little money you have saved up, then you will manage that situation. It is not that we cannot solve our problems; it is not that we cannot fix our issues, but that if we fail to handle those situations that normally come to distract our attention from achieving our desired goal, then we will always fail to push ahead with our goal and then allow it to forestall our life ambitions.


	LIVING WITHOUT A BUDGET


	One of the worst financial mistakes you will make in life is to live your life without having a budget that will help you to manage your daily spending. It is like living a life of no direction, a life that lacks proper planning and conduct. You can only know how to spend wisely and correctly on any occasion when you have a budget that will determine what you are going to spend at that particular period; you can only know how to spend rationally when you have a budget. You can only know how to make proper arrangements for each goal when you have a budget that will guide you, and you can only determine where to push more money and where to reduce spending depending on your priorities when you have a budget. 


	If you cannot have a personal budget that will guide and direct the money you will spend at any point in time, then you will always spend without control. If you cannot have a functional budget that will guide your spending, then you will misplace your priority. If you cannot have a working budget that will control your finances, then you will spend as it occurs to you. If you lack a valid personal budget that will help you to identify the normal means of spending your money, then you will miss your target. 


	Situations will always force us to spend where we did not need to spend. However, when you have a budget that you have prepared  to cover, as well as take care of your spending from time to time, then you will not fall prey to pressure forcing you to spend where you should not spend of which has the capacity of making things difficult for you. 


	In order to avoid the pressure of having to spend recklessly, you need to have a budget. In order to forestall a situation where you need to do what you should not ordinarily do, then you need to have a budget. For you to be in control of your activities and spending, then you need to have a budget. For you to determine where you spend more money and where to postpone spending for other times, then you need to have a budget. 


	If you cannot have a budget, then you will run your life like an unguided moving vehicle. If you cannot have a personal budget for every day, month, and year, then you will always live as it occurs to you instead of how you should. Failure to have a functional budget will amount to denying yourself the opportunity to recognize what you need to do in order to reach your target in life thereby failing to follow up on your career goal.


	A LACK OF FINANCIAL FOCUS AND DIRECTION


	Some people do not know what they actually want in life; others cannot identify the most important things in their lives. There is always that important thing that we need to spend on in order to achieve it. There is always that valuable thing that we need to give maximum attention to, and there is always that worthy goal that we need to concentrate more on, so that we can channel our spending on it without having to spend recklessly on things that will add little or nothing to our lives.


	In as much as it is important to make money, it is more important to determine what to do with that money because if you cannot determine where to spend that money and what to do with it, you will squander that money and return to nothing. If you cannot identify what you want and what you most likely need in life and where to channel you spending as well as give it your financial attention, you will most likely spend your money without a plan and end up back to poverty. 


	You should not spend money on everything that people advice you to spend on, you should not spend your money on everything that comes to your mind, and you should not spend your money on everything that you come across. You need to identify what you clearly need in order to achieve your goal and then spend carefully on that project. You need to recognize where you need to go and what you need to do so that you can accomplish that task and then have your attention on it as well as spend your money on it. You need to recognize what will not add anything to your life goal and then do away with it. You need to find out what will add nothing to your ambition and then do away with it. 


	If you cannot figure out what you need, and where you need to spend money, you will waste your money on things that may not help you realize your goal rather it will gulp up the money you need to achieve your goal. Any money you spent on something that will add nothing to your life, you will miss a chance to spend it on something that will contribute to your success. Any money which you spent on things that will not help you to realize your goal, you will miss an opportunity to spend it on things that will aid your progress. With time, you will end up squandering that fund on things that are not valuable which is why you have to have financial direction and focus so that you can spend that money on the most important things, and with that, you will become effective in your financial planning.


	LIVING BEYOND ONE’S MEANS


	Whenever you are living beyond your means, then you are incurring unnecessary debt to yourself. Whenever you are living beyond your means, then you are bringing unnecessary expenses upon yourself. Whenever you are living beyond your means, you are hanging problems on your neck. Whenever you are living beyond your means, then you are creating a financial roadblock for your future. Whenever you are living beyond your means, then you are making things too tough for you to handle in the future. Whenever you are living beyond your means, then you are cropping up a financial crisis that will affect your career goals. 


	Once you are spending more money than you earn, you will have little left to pursue your future projects and will end up complicating your future. Debt is the only thing that will be hanging on your neck whenever you are borrowing to spend more than you earn and such debt will accumulate to mount a serious gridlock on your future making it almost uncertain for you to achieve your target in life. 


	Financial recklessness will deny you an opportunity to recognize where you need to invest in order to keep on growing. When you have incurred too much debt in your life; it will prevent you from investing where you need to invest. When you have incurred a lot of debt by living beyond your means, you will hardly have anything in your savings for investment thereby denying yourself an opportunity to grow in life. 


	Wisdom demands that we spend according to how we earn so that we can have savings to cater for our various needs, but when you are living beyond what you earned, you will not spend that money on important things that can get you a valuable future. When you have spent that money on things that you may not need at that point in time, you will lack what you need to make future bargains in your life. 


	Living beyond your means will amount to spending money on personal aggrandizement that will not contribute a quota to your career growth, but when you manage your finances wisely and spend within your limit, you will save up money to make important future investments that will aid your career growth.  


	WASTE


	However wealthy you may be, there are expenses that you should not incur. However successful you may be, there are areas where you should not spend on and there are places that you need not waste funds on, so that you will have a well thought out vision for your life. Having a vision presupposes being able to recognize the amount to spend in order to achieve a thing, the amount to spend in order to reach that goal and the amount you need to spend in order to put that thing in place and not to keep your cash where it will not germinate to give you a harvest. 


	If you can determine the amount you need to spend on every project so that you will not have to waste funds, then you will save a lot of money that you will use in other projects. If you can figure out the precise amount of which you need in order to bring any goal to life without having to spend more than you should, then you will arrive in more wealth. More than anything else, what normally leads to recession is lack of financial discipline, once you continue to spend money more than you should on any project, you will keep on gulping the money you need to make other investments. Once you continue to waste those funds spending it on unofficial things, you will keep on emptying you pocket. Once you cannot identify how valuable that assignment is before going ahead to spend on it, you will keep on wasting money that you need to start up other important projects. Once you cannot determine the normal expenses to make, then you will incur unreasonable expenses that will continue to rob you of your chances to grow. 


	Once you are not realizing a higher profit from what you have invested in, due to unreasonable spending, you will not be growing. If you cannot measure up what you have to spend in order to bring anything to life, you will keep on denying yourself an opportunity to reach other angles that you hitherto did not know that they exist. Any waste you prevented will contribute to your growth while any money you wasted on frivolities will keep on derailing the progress of that institution or your own progress.


	ADDICTION


	If there is something that you are addicted to which has continued to gulp your finances, it will keep on derailing your progress. If there is something which you started but refuse to stop it and such thing has been emptying your pocket, then it will continue to rob you of your future. If there is something of which you cannot do without which has consumed your wealth, it will always have a toll on your future. 


	If you have been spending money on frivolities as a way of life then such attitude will keep on consuming your hard earned resources. If you have been spending recklessly on something or somebody just for mere pleasure then it will continue to have a negative effect on your life. If there is something that you have been doing for a long time that is having its effect on your career then it will keep on derailing your progress. If there is something that you have been doing for a long time that is accumulating a lot of debt for you then you have to let go, otherwise, it will continue to have a dangerous effect on your life goals. 


	The best way to live life is to live for the valuable things that can have a positive effect on your life. The best way to live life is to live according to what the situation of things demands from you at that moment. The best way to live life is to live according to what the present moment entails. The best way to live a life that is worth living  is to live based on the demand of every moment and then budget what to spend and what to do so that you will live a life that is worth living. 


	If you cannot stop spending on that addiction, it will keep on denying you of an opportunity to do other valuable things with your funds. If you keep on spending on that addiction, it will take the place of valuable goals in your life. If you keep on spending on that addiction, it will bring forth a situation where you will prefer that addiction to important projects in your life. If you keep on spending on that addiction, it will get to a state where nothing more will bother you other than that addiction and such will take your attention away from the things that can make you successful. If you keep on spending on that addiction, it will force you to squander the money you saved up to help you achieve your goal in life. If you keep on spending on that addiction, it will form an opposition to your success. 


	It is not easy to give up an addiction, but if it will stop you from realizing your goals in life, then you need to find a way to get yourself out of that habit so that it will not ruin your life completely because the future is the most important thing. 


	SUCCUMBING TO PEER PRESSURE


	Everyone has their own level and standard where he or she operates. You belong to a place in society and you operate within a certain level in the society. You should never do anything because others are doing it, for that will simply lure you into spending more that you should. You should never engage in any activity just because you see others doing it, for you do not know the level they operate in society. 


	You should not spend your hard earned money just to meet up with others in society. You should not spend your hard earned money just to have a sense of belonging. You should not spend your hard earned resources just to avoid criticism and embarrassment. You should not spend your hard earned resources just to meet up with the demand of your peers. You should not spend your hard earned money just to be on the same page with others in society. You should not spend your money just to wipe out insults and shame. 


	Once you have succumbed to that peer pressure to spend just like them, you will not know when you will put yourself in a tight corner which will make it tough for you to reach your goals in life. Once you have succumbed to that pressure to spend your money in order to belong to their level, you will bring difficulties to your future. 


	A man should live within his limit and don’t try to do what he has not reached the level of doing; otherwise, he will run his life unto a premature death. Everything has its time. Everything has its period. When you reach that level, you will be comfortable doing things on your own without having to fear what will happen to your career. Once you get to that level where you can spend like others, then it will be easy for you to do it without it having a toll on your future. 


	However, if you cannot realize that your future is the most important thing then you will follow the crowd and destroy your career. If you cannot understand the level you are still operating at this moment and live within that means, you will complicate your future. 


	Make sure that you have a budget which will serve as a guide to all your expenses. Make sure that you are financially disciplined which will help you to maintain your standard without having to do what you lack the financial muscle to do and then find yourself in a difficult situation in life. Once you can discipline yourself, you will maintain your standards and spend according to how you earn in order to live a life that you can afford at that moment and not to push your luck too far. 


	It takes little mistake to complicate your career. It takes little mistake to make things too difficult for yourself and it takes just a little misstep to find yourself where you will be struggling to achieve your goal in life therefore, live within your standard so that you will not have to regret it in the end.   




CHAPTER 2


	Living Someone Else’s Dream


	 


	 


	 


	THE FEAR OF DISAPPOINTING OTHERS


	
O





	ne of the mistakes that can cost us our brighter future is to live someone else’s dream. If you cannot live your own dream, you will spend your life trying to realize the dream of another man. If you cannot find a way to live your own life, you will only live the lives of others who may use you as a vessel to realize their own dream. 


	When you are living someone else’s dream, you will not be able to explore all the potential that you have and then end up forcing yourself to adapt to that dream which someone else wanted to impose on you. One of the factors that can help you to know that you are not living your own dream is that you will live in constant fear of disappointing others. You will always want to do things that will be acceptable to others while neglecting your own aspiration and happiness. You will spend your entire life trying to appease others, doing what will make them happy with you as well as recognize you in that company without having to sack you, but you will end up not being your true self. 


	There is a special power that goes with you whenever you are doing something that comes from you natural ability. There is that special authority that you will have whenever you are doing something that is truly yours. There is that special glory that goes with you whenever you are living your own life, but once you are not in your own natural place, you will lose that special authority thereby living just to please people. If you are not living your dream, you will not have that special power that is supposed to give you confidence to do your work with great dexterity rather you will only seek to satisfy your employees so that you will retain the job hence the fear of disappointing others. 


	We can only be the best we can be when we are living our own lives. We can only seek to explore all the qualities that we have when we are doing things on our own. We can only realize all the potential that we have inside us when we are living our own lives. However, whenever we are living a life that is not ours, whenever we are living someone else’s dream, then we will lack the confidence and authority to command things in that field. We will lack the freedom to explore every avenue in order to realize our true potential whenever we are living other people’s dreams thus failing to reach the apex of our career and failing to realize the goal of our existence. 


	BOREDOM


	There is that happiness that comes from doing something which is truly our lives, there is that joy that we derive from doing something that is truly ours, and there is that excitement that goes with working our own dream. However, whenever you are doing something and you are feeling very tired and worried from doing it, then there’s a chance that you are not living your own dream. Whenever you are doing something and you are not that excited with it, then there’s a chance that you are wasting your life and living someone else’s dream. 


	Nothing can be so tiresome, sad and uninteresting than doing something that will not give you a chance to explore your potential; it will cage you and frustrate your life making you lose the vibe to live for the next day. We can only derive the strength to do things when we are living our own dream. We can only derive the mental energy and drive to do difficult tasks when we are living our own lives. We can only derive the vibe and enthusiasm to live for the next day when we are living our own lives. We can only derive the strength to go all the way to achieve that difficult task which has the capacity of making us great in life, if we are living our own lives.


	Living our lives will give us the inner joy, job satisfaction, as well as a morale boost to undertake even the most difficult task so that we can succeed in that field. However, whenever we are struggling with that job, whenever we are finding things rather uninteresting, then we will lose the vibe to try daunting tasks. Whenever we are finding that task rather tiresome, we will lose the drive to try a tough approach to success in that area of life. 


	It takes inner strength and drive to live a life that is productive. It takes a morale boost to live a life that is very fruitful and it takes inner joy and job satisfaction to live up to our expectation given any job. However, when we have lost that vibe to even live, when we have lost the encouragement to keep on fighting even when there is nothing to fight for and when we have lost that appetite to do unimaginable things in that area of life, then we will equally lose the energy to perform in that area of life. Once we have lost the drive to live happily in that field, we will become incapable of realizing our lives completely. 
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