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CHAPTER I.

 

"KEEP OUT."

 

 

It become a small however never feeble-searching boy who stood in the front

of a driveway disclosed through the outlet of large gates which, till they

were swung inward, regarded to had been a part of the high

fence of boards.

 

There become reputedly no inducement for a boy to linger on this

vicinity, unless, indeed, it'd had been the signal published both

aspect the gate, on which become painted in letters rendered conspicuous

due to the shiny colouring, the forbidding words, "Keep Out."

 

"I'll now no longer maintain out 'much less I'm minded to, an' him as can preserve me this

aspect the fence desires to be spry on his feet," the small boy stated, 1/2 of

to himself, and with a gesture of defiance which informed he had now no longer been

conversant in obeying instructions that is probably evaded.

 

Through the gateway not anything will be visible shop sizeable hundreds of coal,

a few enclosed in pens fashioned of planks as though to save you them from

mingling with the others, and among all a route or avenue of no extra

than enough width to allow the passage of a cart. In the

distance, a hard constructing suddenly closed the view, and past it the

puffing of steam and rattle of iron implements informed of lifestyles and

pastime.

 

   

 

Outside the fence, it become as though this sure part of the town had

been quickly deserted; however one should listen the rumble of wheels

over the pavements on both hand, giving token that the coalyard become

located simply past the road of town traffic.

 

The boy gazed into the uninviting-searching location as though fascinated, simplest

glancing up now after which on the symptoms and symptoms which mutely forbade his

entrance, and, as though subconscious of his movements, stole slowly closer

and closer the gateway till he stood at once on the road that

separated the backyard from the sidewalk.

 

"If I desired to move in, it is extra'n more than one symptoms and symptoms that might maintain

me out," he muttered, threateningly, after which, with one backward

look to guarantee himself that no unfriendly policeman become watching

from the distance, the boy darted forward, taking shelter at the back of the

nearest heap of coal, lest an enemy ought to be lurking close to at hand.

 

Save for the hum of labour anywhere round, he heard not anything. No

parent of the smutty premises regarded to forbid his entrance, and

after ready a complete minute to ensure it become secure to strengthen yet

farther, he left one location of partial concealment for the following in his

proposed line of march.

 

So a ways as he should see, there has been no different parent of the backyard shop

the 2 symptoms and symptoms on the entrance, and the simplest cause they served become to

undertaking him.

 

Grown bolder because the moments surpassed with out bringing to mild an enemy,

the lad superior extra hastily till he stood, in part hid through

one of the pens, wherein it become viable to have a complete view of all that

become being achieved on this location to which the general public have been now no longer meant to

be admitted.

 

If the intruder had braved the unknown risks of the backyard clearly in

order to gratify his curiosity, then had he paid a better fee than

the view warranted.

 

The constructing, which from the road regarded to mark the stop of the

enclosure, become a shape in which puffing engines, dirty guys, lengthy

lengths of shifting chains, and sizeable iron vehicles or packing containers have been

sheltered from the solar or rain. In the front of it a timber wall extended

down into the water,--a pier possibly it is probably called,--and at this

pier, held rapid through hemp and iron cables, lay a significant steamer built

of iron.

 

The intruder gave no heed to the busy guys and equipment withinside the

constructing. The vessel, so powerful, however mendacity there apparently

helpless, enchained his interest till he had made intellectual observe of

each spar, or boat, or cable inside his variety of vision.

 

Then, suddenly, from someplace amid the chains, and vehicles, and puffing

steam, got here the shrill blast of a whistle, and as though through magic all

pastime ceased.

 

The engines not breathed with a heavy clank; vehicles and chains

got here to a standstill, and guys moved quietly away right here or there as though

having no extra hobby withinside the hurly-burly.

 

One of the weary labourers, his face begrimed with coal-dirt till it

become now no longer viable to differentiate the color of his skin, took from its

close to-through hiding-location a dinner-pail, and got here at once closer to wherein the

small boy become overlooking the scene.

 

Within  yards of the lad the dusty guy sat down, brushed the ends

of his palms on his trousers, as a substitute from pressure of addiction than with

any concept of cleaning them, and with out similarly put off commenced to devour his

dinner.

 

The boy eyed him hungrily, seemed round quick to ensure that

there have been no others dangerously close to, and stepped out from at the back of his

display of coal.

 

"You'd higher maintain a watch out for the watchman," the person stated,

speakme indistinctly due to the bread in his mouth, and the boy

replied, defiantly:

 

"I'd want to see the watchman 'spherical right here that I'm 'fraid of, an'

besides, he could not seize me."

 

"What'er you doin' right here?"

 

"Nothin'."

 

"A boy of your length has were given no commercial enterprise to be loafin' 'spherical doin'

nothin'."

 

"I is probably eatin' if I had a threat; however there hasn't been lots of an

openin' for me in that line this pretty a spell."

 

"Hungry?"

 

"Give me a chunk of that bread an' I'll display yer."

 

"Don't you do some thing for a livin'?" the person requested passing the lad a

beneficiant slice from the loaf.

 

"Course I do."

 

"What?"

 

"Anything that pays. I've offered papers a few because the Spaniards were given so

funny; however it ain't any extremely good snap, simplest as soon as in awhile while the news

is humpin' itself. A feller receives caught effective often, an' I'm thinkin'

of tryin' somethin' else."

 

"Where's your folks?"

 

"I ain't were given any to talk of now, seeing that my father were given giddy an' went

off to war."

 

"Out for a soldier, eh?"

 

"Not a piece of it! He shovels coal aboard one in all them massive steamers

it's down smashin' the lifestyles out'er Cuby, that is what he does, an'

he is nobody's slouch, dad ain't!"

 

"What's your name?"

 

"Teddy Dunlap."

 

"Want extra bread?"

 

The boy leaned over which will check out the dinner-pail, after which

stated, promptly:

 

"I've had sufficient."

 

"Don't suppose you are robbin' me, 'motive you ain't. I agree with in feedin'

nicely, an' that is simplest my first pail. There's some other over there that

I'll address later."

 

Teddy glanced withinside the path talked about through his new acquaintance,

and, seeing a pail 1/2 of hid through a few unfastened boards, at as soon as

stretched out his hand, as he stated:

 

"If you have got lots, I do not care if I do have some other piece of that

bread."

 

"Can't you earn sufficient to maintain you in meals?" and the person gave to the

boy a maximum appetising sandwich.

 

"Say, it's a dandy! It's 1/2 of meat, too! Them you get down-metropolis

do not have extra'n the shadow of a ham bone withinside the bread! Course I

make sufficient to shop for meals; however you do not suppose I'm blowin' all of it in

jest for a spread, eh?"

 

"Runnin' a bank?"

 

"Well, it is kind'er like that; I'm puttin' all of it away, so's to move

right all the way down to Cuby an' appearance after the antique guy. He allers did want me, an' I

cannot see how he is been gettin' alongside alone."

 

"Where's your mother?"

 

"Died once I become a kid. Dad an' me boomed matters in extremely good form till

he were given set on goin' to war, an' that broke all of it up."

 

"Did he depart you at the back of to run wild?"

 

   

 

"Not lots he failed to, 'motive he is aware of I can deal with myself; however he

allowed to make cash sufficient so's we should purchase an area out withinside the

country, wherein we would have an imitation farm, an' stay high. Oh, I'm all

proper, an' each time I seize a sucker such as you there is jest so lots

extra stored closer to goin' right all the way down to Cuby. You see I in no way did take lots

inventory in dad's kitin' 'spherical fightin' Spaniards, an' seeing that he left it

appears as though I become effective silly to allow him cross, so I'm sure to be

wherein he is, while matters come my manner."

 

"Look right here, Teddy," and the dirt-begrimed guy spoke in a extra kindly

tone to the boy, "If your father is a coal-passer withinside the military, an'

that is what he appears to be, 'cordin' in your story, you could not see

very lots of him, despite the fact that you become on board his vessel all of the

time."

 

"Don't yer s'pose I recognise that? I ain't sich a toddler that I remember on

bein' proper beneathneath his nose; however I'm goin' to be someplace close to the antique

guy in case he desires me."

 

"It appears as in case you may get right all the way down to Cuba less difficult than earnin' the

cash to pay your passage."

 

"How?" and Teddy ceased ingesting for the immediate to study this new

buddy who had made an offer which fascinated him extra than

some thing else should have achieved.

 

"Why do not you try and paintings your passage? Now, right here's this 'ere

steamer, loadin' with coal for the military--possibly goin' to the very

deliver your father is on. If you can jolly the captain into takin' you

to do peculiar jobs, it'd be a snap, along of payin' for a ticket

an' trustin' to good fortune after gettin' there."

 

"Well, say! That could be a extremely good racket if it can be worked! Is it

a lifeless certain issue that the steamer's sure for our war-vessels?"

 

"That's what, aleven though it ain't to be stated that she'll be goin' to the

very craft your father's on. All I recognise is Uncle Sam has sold this

coal, an' it is bein' taken out to our military someplace 'spherical Cuba."

 

"I do not reckon any however them what enlists can cross aboard the steamer,

an' the snap cannot be worked, for I've attempted 4 instances to get taken

on as a sailor."

 

"But bless your heart, this 'ere craft is simplest a chartered collier."

 

"A what?"

 

"I imply she's simplest a freighter that Uncle Sam has employed to hold coal.

You might not locate enlisted guys aboard of her."

 

"An' do you truly suppose there is a threat for me?"

 

"I cannot say as to that, lad; however I'd make a attempt for a berth aboard if

my thoughts become set on goin' into that a part of the world, which it ain't.

The captain went under now no longer ten mins earlier than the noon-whistle

sounded, an' he is probably there this minute."

 

Teddy gazed inquiringly at this new acquaintance for an on the spotaneous, as though

suspicious that the person is probably making game of him, after which marched

resolutely closer to the stop of the pier, with the 1/2 of-eaten sandwich

nearly forgotten in his hand.

 

After possibly 5 mins had surpassed, he returned, searching

disappointed, however now no longer disheartened, and seating himself through the aspect of

the proprietor of the 2 dinner-pails, resumed operations upon the

sandwich.

 

"See the captain?"

 

"Yep."

 

"Didn't need a boy, eh?"

 

"Guess now no longer; he stated he'd provide me  mins to get out of the cabin,

an' I notion possibly I'd higher cross."

 

"Quite natural, lad, pretty natural; I'd achieved the equal issue myself.

There could not had been any very extremely good damage worked, aleven though, in askin'

the question."

 

"It stirred him up big; however I wager he's going to recover from it with out

any very horrific spell," Teddy stated, grimly, and after a quick pause,

added, reflectively, "It appears as aleven though a few guys hated boys; I've

visible them as could take a good buy of hassle to kick a feller if he

stood the least little bit withinside the manner, an' I in no way should understand

it."

 

"Perhaps there is extra'n you withinside the equal box; a brute's a brute whether or not

he be antique or young, an' age continually makes 'em worse. It's a pity,

aleven though, which you failed to strike one of the proper kind, due to the fact if

you are set on gettin' down wherein the fightin' is goin' on, this 'ere

steamer could had been the most secure manner."

 

"Do you understand while she's probably to depart?" Teddy requested, after a protracted

pause, throughout which he were looking at carefully on the gilt letters,

_Merrimac_, at the vessel's rail.

 

"Some time to-night time, I reckon. We've been workin' night time an' day on the

loadin', an' it is stated that she'll depart the dock inside an hour

after the ultimate scoopful has been placed aboard."

 

"How lengthy will it take her to get there?"

 

"I cannot say, lad, seein's I do not rightly recognise wherein she's sure; however

it should not be a protracted voyage on the worst, for including her."

 

   

 

Again Teddy gazed on the gilt letters at the rail, as though in them he

noticed some thing ordinary or wonderful, and while the proprietor of the

dinner-pails had come to an stop of his meal, the boy stated, suddenly:

 

"Do you understand the watchman right here?"

 

"Watchman! I have not visible any yet, aleven though I reckon probably there may be one

round someplace; however he ain't agitatin' himself with doin' lots

watchin'."

 

"Is the backyard open all of the time?"

 

"I have not visible the gates closed yet; however maximum probably it's due to the fact

the paintings has been driven on so rapid, there hasn't been time to close

'em. Look right here, lad!" and now the person sat bolt upright, staring as

carefully on the boy because the latter had on the gilt letters, "Is it in

your head to stow away on that steamer?"

 

"Sim Donovan did it aboard a English steamer, an' I've heard it stated

he had a extremely good time."

 

"Yes, I reckon he did, if the captain become the standard sort," the

dirt-begrimed guy replied, grimly.

 

"I should maintain out of sight an entire week, if it become for the sake of

comin' throughout dad," the boy added, 1/2 of to himself.

 

"That's what you suspect now, lad; however it ain't the smooth paintings you are

countin' on. As a popular rule, stowaways get it effective tough, an' I'd

quicker take my probabilities of swimmin', than to attempt one of these plan."

 

"If a feller stored beneathneath cowl he could not get into lots hassle."

 

"But you cannot live in hidin' any extremely good period of time, lad. You'd

ought to pop out for meals or water after a spell."

 

"Not if I took lots with me," Teddy replied, withinside the tone of 1 who

has already arrived at a conclusion.

 

"It seems smooth sufficient even as you are outside; however as soon as close in among

decks, or cooped up in a few small hole, an' you would sing a different

tune."

 

"I would not if it become a case of seein' dad while we were given there."

 

"But it's the hassle, my boy. You do not know wherein the steamer is

sure. She is probably runnin' without delay from him, an' then what

could you do?"

 

"You stated she become goin' to hold the coal to our vessels, failed to you?"

 

"Yes; however that do not imply she'll strike the very one your father is

workin' on."

 

"I'll take the probabilities," and now Teddy spoke very decidedly.

 

For an on the spotaneous it become as though the proprietor of the 2 dinner-pails could

try and dissuade him from the swiftly fashioned determination, and

then the person checked himself suddenly.

 

"I want to see a boy display that he is were given a few spine to him, an' it

can be you may pull out all proper. It'll be an enjoy you may in no way

forget, aleven though, an' possibly it might not do any damage."

 

"How can it?" Teddy requested, sharply.

 

"Them as have attempted it is probably capable of give an explanation for extra'n I can; there is

no name for me to spend wind tryin' to inform what you might not pay attention to,

so I'll preserve my tongue. I'm sure to mention this lots, aleven though, which is

which you're sure to seize it hard while the time comes for showin'

your self."

 

"That'll be all proper; I can stand a good buy for the sake of seein'

the antique guy as soon as extra."

 

Having stated this, Teddy became his head away as though not inclined

for conversation, whereupon the proprietor of the 2 dinner-pails surveyed

him admiringly.

 

"I would not marvel in case you had big sand in you, Teddy Dunlap,"

he stated, musingly. "An' although it appears a queer issue for a grown

guy to do, I'm minded to provide you a boost alongside what is goin' to show a

effective tough avenue."

 

"Meanin' which you're willin' to assist me?" the lad requested, his face

brightening wonderfully.

 

"It's little I can do, an' even as I ought'er flip you over to the

police which will save you your makin' a idiot of your self, I'll see

the sport out to date as I can. What have you acquire through manner of an outfit?"

 

"I do not want any."

 

"You have to have meals and water."

 

"I ain't broke, an' it might not be any extremely good activity to shop for as lots grub as

will maintain me goin' for a spell."

 

"That's similar to all stowaways figger, an' the result is that

they've to expose themselves effective quickly after the deliver sails. I ain't

advisin' you to attempt the sport; however in case you're set on it, I says, says I,

take all you may want for a week, an' then possibly there will be a flip

in affairs that'll assist you out of a horrific hole. Here are my pails;

they may be yours an' welcome. Fill 'em each with water, or possibly cold

tea could be best; purchase anything might be maximum fillin', an' stroll aboard

as ambitious as a lion withinside the subsequent hour. Them as see you're sure to

suppose you are waitin' upon a number of the workmen, an' now no longer a phrase might be

stated. The hidin' of your self is simple sufficient; it is the comin' out

that'll be hard."

 

"Say, you are what I name a dandy!" and Teddy laid his hand at the

guy's knee approvingly. "I become effective fortunate to encounter one in all your

kind."

 

"I ain't so sure approximately that. Before twenty-4 hours have long gone through

you'll be wishin' you would in no way visible me."

 

"I'll hazard that a part of it, an' in case you truly imply for me to have the

pails, you may see me cross aboard the steamer effective quickly."

 

"They're yours, my boy, an' I simplest desire you may pop out of the scrape

all proper."

 

"Don't worry 'bout that; it will likely be a horrible spry captain that can

make me cry toddler once I'm headin' closer to wherein dad is. Be properly to

your self!"

 

Teddy took up the pails, and as he became to exit of the backyard his
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