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	Introduction

	 

	Reading culturally interesting and entertaining short stories to enhance your Italian is an easy way to improve your Italian language skills. This book contains a selection of 100 short stories for beginners with a wide range of genres, all prepared specifically for Italian language learners. The aim of this book is to teach different Italian vocabulary and phrases associated with short stories, and to improve your Italian language skills in a short period of time. 

	 

	 

	 

	Advance as you read

	 

	Each of the first 80 short stories take about 2 minutes to read and average about 150 to 300 words. Important words and phrases relevant to each topic were carefully selected. The stories 80 to 100 are longer and slightly more advanced in terms of vocabulary and contain some of the vocabulary from the previous stories. The last 20 stories take about 3 to 5 minutes to read and consist of most of the previously mentioned vocabulary.

	 

	This book has 3 parts:

	 

	Part 1   Italian Short Stories for Beginners. In this part all the stories are followed by English parallel text, this is the bilingual part of the book, the vocabulary is basic and the stories are designed to help the newcomer to the language.

	Part 2   Italian Short Stories for Advanced Beginners.

	In this part the vocabulary as well as the grammar is slightly more advanced, here the reader will learn common phrases and Italian words used in daily life. 

	 

	Part 3    Italian Short Stories for Intermediate Learners.

	In this part the vocabulary is more advanced and thereby the stories are longer and more complex.

	 

	All stories are written by a linguist to ensure you can learn from authentic material while fine-tuning your Italian vocabulary and improving your comprehension.

	 

	The content is intended mainly for elementary to intermediate level learners, but it will also be useful for more advanced learners as a way of practicing their reading skills and comprehension of the Italian language. 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


Using this book effectively

	 

	To learn Italian effectively you just read each Italian story at a time and study the vocabulary after reading.

Vocabulary will be introduced to you at a reasonable pace, so you’re not overwhelmed with difficult words all at once. Here, you won’t have to look up every other word, but you can simply enjoy the story and absorb new words simply from the story’s context.

	 

	The Italian contained in here are written using easy-to-understand grammar and vocabulary that both, those at the beginner and intermediate levels can understand, appreciate, and learn from. 

Some stories are focused on dialogue. These stories contain loads of natural dialogue, so you can learn conversational Italian as you read. This is doubly beneficial as you will improve your speaking ability as well. Over time, you will build an intuitive understanding of how Italian functions. This differs from a more theoretical understanding put together via learning rules and conceptual examples. It’s more important to reach to finish the story without stopping, then to understand every word.

	 

	 

	 


Audiobook in MP3 Format

	 

	At the end of this book, after the last story, you can find the download link for the audio file. It contains 10 of the more extensive stories (90 to 100) that you find in the book.

	 

	 

	 


Part 1 

	Italian Short Stories for Beginners

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	1. Un Matrimonio Felice

	 

	Mi chiamo Maria. Sono sposata con Fabio da più di otto anni.

	
Lui è un uomo di successo ed io sono una casalinga. Non abbiamo figli, ma facciamo tantissime cose insieme. Mio marito è molto romantico e si prende cura di me. Tuttavia, anche noi abbiamo le nostre differenze. Mio marito ama lo sport e va regolarmente in palestra. Io, invece, adoro alzarmi tardi e guardare la televisione. Purtroppo, sono sovrappeso, ma ho promesso a mio marito che inizierò una dieta. Di recente, egli è tornato a casa presto e mi ha beccata nel seminterrato mentre stavo concedendo a me stessa qualche caramella.


	 

	 

	A Happy Marriage

	 

	My name is Maria. I have been married to Fabio for more than eight years.

	He is a successful man and I am a housewife. We don't have children, but we do a lot of things together. My husband is very romantic and he takes care of me. However, we too have our differences. My husband loves sports and goes to the gym regularly. I, on the other hand, love getting up late and watching television. Unfortunately, I am overweight, but I have promised my husband that he will go on a diet. Recently, he came home early and caught me in the basement while I was treating myself to some candy.



	
2. In Ufficio

	 

	
Mi chiamo Giuseppina e sono una segretaria. Di solito sono molto occupata, soprattutto di lunedì. Durante la mattina, impiego trenta minuti in macchina per arrivare in ufficio. Come prima cosa preparo il caffé, subito dopo inizio con le telefonate. Quando arriva il mio capo, devo fargli un favore personale. Dopo, mi sento spesso in colpa. Più tardi, porto la corrispondenza all’ufficio postale; nel pomeriggio, pulisco l’ufficio. Quando torno a casa, intorno alle 7, devo andare a fare la spesa. Durante la settimana, vado spesso a letto presto. Qualche volta sogno il mio capo. Ad essere sincera lui mi piace, in parte anche perché mi compra sempre dei regali.


	 

	 

	At the Office

	 

	My name is Giuseppina and I am a secretary. I'm usually very busy, especially on Mondays. In the morning, it takes thirty minutes by car to get to the office. First I prepare the coffee, immediately afterwards I start with the phone calls. When my boss comes, I have to do him a personal favor. After that, I often feel guilty. Later, I take the correspondence to the post office; in the afternoon, I clean the office. When I get home, around 7, I have to go shopping. During the week, I often go to bed early. Sometimes I dream of my boss. To be honest I like him, partly because he always buys me gifts.

	 

	 

	 


3. La Chiave

	 

	Oggi sono in ritardo e devo uscire molto velocemente per andare a lavoro; salto letteralmente in macchina. Quando imbocco l’autostrada, all’improvviso non sono sicuro di aver preso la chiave della porta d‘ingresso. Tocco la borsa. „Oddio! Ho dimenticato la chiave“, dico ad alta voce. Faccio retromarcia e torno indietro più velocemente che posso. Parcheggio la macchina di fronte la mia porta di casa, nonostante non sia quello il posto in cui normalmente si parcheggia o ci si ferma con la macchina. Vivo al terzo piano, ma comunque corro per le scale sperando di farla franca. Cerco la chiave nel mio appartamento ma non riesco a trovarla subito. Dopo qualche minuto realizzo: l’avevo lasciata nella mia giacca! 

	
Corro giù per tornare alla macchina. Mi guardo intorno. Dov’è la mia macchina? In lontananza vedo un carro attrezzi portarla via.

	 

	 

	The Key

	 

	Today I'm late and I have to get out very quickly to go to work; I literally jump in the car. When I take the highway, I am suddenly not sure if I have taken the key to the front door. I touch the bag. "Hate! I forgot the key, ”I say out loud. I back up and go back as fast as I can. I park the car in front of my front door, although this is not the place where you normally park or stop with the car. I live on the third floor but still run up the stairs hoping to get away with it. I'm looking for the key in my apartment but can't find it right away. After a few minutes I realize: I had left it in my jacket!

	I run down to get back to the car. I look around. Where is my car? In the distance I see a tow truck taking her away.



	
4. Intossicazione Alimentare

	 

	Mio fratello Marco sta malissimo; è a letto da ieri. Ha nausea, mal di testa, tosse e diarrea. Si sente anche estremamente spossato e stanco. Mio padre porta mio fratello dal dottore. Spiega la situazione al medico ed egli visita Marco. Il dottore scopre che Marco ha un’intossicazione alimentare. È una condizione abbastanza pericolosa, perché Marco è già disidratato! Il dottore raccomanda inoltre a Marco di rimanere a letto e di prendere dei forti farmaci due volte al giorno. Mio fratello crede che l’intossicazione sia stata causata da un kebab che ha mangiato il giorno prima quando ha fatto un salto in centro. 

	 

	 

	Food Poisoning

	 

	My brother Marco is very ill; he's been in bed since yesterday. He has nausea, headache, cough and diarrhea. He also feels extremely worn out and tired. My father takes my brother to the doctor. He explains the situation to the doctor and he visits Marco. The doctor discovers that Marco has food poisoning. It is quite a dangerous condition, because Marco is already dehydrated! The doctor also recommends that Marco stay in bed and take strong medications twice a day. My brother believes that the intoxication was caused by a kebab he ate the day before when he dropped in downtown.

	 


5. Il Vicino

	 

	Io e mia madre stiamo osservando il nostro nuovo vicino. Ogni mattina alle otto egli esce di casa. Lo spiamo dalla finestra della cucina. L’uomo è giovane, e indossa un completo e una cravatta. Pensiamo sia un uomo di classe. Va e viene sempre ad un orario specifico. 

	Mia madre ha molti amici, e spesso invita anche strani uomini a casa. Essi sono molto gentili e spesso offrono dei regali a mia madre. Dopo le loro visite, di solito ci ritroviamo con molti contanti in mano. Non appena gli uomini sono andati via, corriamo al centro commerciale per fare un po‘ di shopping. Un giorno incontriamo il nuovo vicino di casa al supermercato. Mia madre sorride all’uomo. Iniziano a parlare. Il vicino viene a casa nostra e trascorre del tempo con mia madre. Un mese più tardi, mia madre dice, „presto traslocheremo. Andremo a vivere con Roberto, il nostro vicino, l’ho convinto a lasciarci vivere con lui.“

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The Neighbor

	 

	My mom and I are watching our new neighbor. Every morning at eight he leaves the house. We spy on him from the kitchen window. The man is young, and he is wearing a suit and a tie. We think he's a man of class. He always comes and goes at a specific time.
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