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				Meet the Otters

			

		

		
			
				Are you ready to plunge into the enchanting world of otters? These playful creatures, known for their charming antics and graceful swimming, have so much more to them than meets the eye.

				On this journey, you’ll uncover fascinating facts about different otter species from around the world. Ever wondered how an otter’s sleek fur keeps them warm? Or how they communicate with each other in their tight-knit families? We’ve got all those answers and more!
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				What are otters?

				Let’s start with the basics! These playful and adorable animals can be found in rivers, lakes, and oceans all around the world! Otters are part of a group of animals called mustelids, which means they are related to weasels, ferrets, and badgers. Despite their cuddly appearance, otters are skilled predators, which means they are excellent at catching their food. 
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				A group of otters is called a romp or a raft.
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				Different Species of Otters

				There are 13 different species of otters, and each one has its own unique features and personality. From the small-clawed otter of Asia, which is the smallest species, to the giant otter of South America, which can grow up to 6 feet long, otters come in all shapes and sizes. We will look at the different species in more detail in the first chapter.

				Where do otters live?

				Otters are world travelers! You can find them on every continent except Australia and Antarctica. Whether it’s the cold oceans of Alaska, where sea otters float, or the freshwater rivers of Africa, where you might spot a spotted-necked otter, these animals have adapted to a variety of environments.
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				By the end of this journey, not only will you be brimming with knowledge about otters, but you’ll also be inspired to play your part in protecting these wonderful creatures and the beautiful environments they call home.

				So, are you ready to slide into this adventure? Let’s make a splash and get started!
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				Otterly Different Species

			

		

		
			
				Welcome to the worldwide family of otters! From the rivers of South America to the coasts of Japan, otters have made homes in all kinds of waterways. Let’s dive into the 13 different species of otters and explore what makes each one, and their environments, unique.
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				Asian Otters

			

		

		
			
				EURASIAN OTTER 

				(Scientific name: Lutra lutra)

				Where they live: Europe, Asia, and North Africa.

				Characteristics: Also known as the Eurasian river otter, these otters boast sleek brown fur and long, muscular tails. Their diet consists mainly of fish, but they won’t say no to amphibians!

				Fun Fact: They have a huge territory, sometimes traveling up to 25 miles to find food!
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				Asian Small-Clawed OttER(Scientific name: Aonyx cinereus) 

				Where They Live: Southeast Asia and parts of southern China.

				Characteristics: The smallest otter species, they have distinctively short claws and webbed fingers. Found in Southeast Asia’s mangroves and freshwater wetlands, they’re vocal and extremely sociable.

				Fun Fact: They are the most social of all otter species and are often seen in large family groups.
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