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  Joe Martin was in his kitchen, singing along to the radio while chopping onions and tomatoes for a late night pasta dinner. The kettle hissed and whistled. Joe poured the boiling water into the pot and was just about to add the spaghetti, when all of a sudden he froze in mid movement.




  There was a low thump. And then another, coming from the shop below. Joe turned down the radio and listened intently. There it was again. Footsteps. Somebody was moving around in the shop.




  Without hesitation, Joe grabbed a kitchen knife, determined to check out who or what was making those sounds. For on the ground floor of the building was Joe’s Barber and Wigmaker Shop. The shop was his only means of making a living and he was not about to let it get plundered or vandalised by a burglar or other lowlife.




  Joe clutched the long knife he’d used to chop onions only moments before and cautiously crept down the stairs. He made it to his shop without any sound. Once inside he flipped the light switch. But unfortunately, that particular switch only turned on an old wall lamp that did not cast much light and left most of the shop in the dark.




  “Hello. Who’s there?” Joe called into the dark.




  There was no answer, but he knew nonetheless that somebody was there. For Joe could hear breathing that wasn’t his own and he could make out the faint outline of a person in the darkness of his shop.




  “I’m warning you,” he said to the unknown intruder, trying to sound braver than he really was, “I’m armed and I will use force, if necessary. Now step slowly into the light where I can see you.”
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