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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	"Mostly, we authors must repeat ourselves — that's the truth."

	— F. Scott Fitzgerald. “One Hundred False Starts"

	 


Almost solely due to the immense posthumous popularity of his third book, The Great Gatsby, short story writer, and novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald is now widely regarded as "one of the most important figures in the history of American literature." The Great Gatsby is now required reading for practically every American high school student and has had a transformative influence on readers of all ages for generations. It is often considered the classic American novel and is widely regarded as the canonical social history of the Jazz Age. 

	Perhaps, Fitzgerald's greatest tragedy is that he did not realize that he would become such an important writer after his death. According to Biography.com, "Fitzgerald died believing himself a failure since none of his works received more than modest commercial or critical success during his lifetime. Although 'The Great Gatsby' was well-received when it was published, it was long after Fitzgerald's death that it was regarded as one of the greatest American novels ever written.”

	Born Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald was born into a middle-class family but became famous for writing about the excesses of the rich. However, Fitzgerald's childhood was not without its challenges. His two older sisters both died in the few months leading up to his birth. Fitzgerald has said that this tragedy was one of the driving forces behind his development as a writer. Fitzgerald's formative years were spent in Buffalo, New York, where he displayed remarkable intelligence and developed a deep love of literature.

	Fitzgerald attended Princeton University beginning in 1913. There, he met future literary critics and authors like Edmund Wilson and John Peale Bishop, with whom he struck up lasting friendships. Fitzgerald also met Ginevra King, a prominent member of Chicago's social elite. It was a passionate love affair that lasted until 1917 and spanned two years. Scholars argue that Fitzgerald fell in love with Ginevra so quickly that he began writing her love letters every day. His infatuation with her would inspire several fictional characters, including Isabelle Borgé in the novel This Side of Paradise and the infamous little fool Daisy Buchanan in The Great Gatsby.

	After having his heart broken by Ginevra King, Fitzgerald dropped out of Princeton and joined the army. According to some scholars, he had his own uniform custom-made by Brooks Brothers to satisfy his desire to look like the dashing young soldier of his dreams. 

	Fitzgerald then met the affluent socialite Zelda Sayre while stationed at a camp close to Montgomery, Alabama. Fitzgerald, bewitched by her, strove to prove his worth to her. After the war ended, he relocated to New York City but was unable to secure employment in the field of journalism despite his extensive efforts. Their engagement was brief because of his financial missteps. At the young age of 24, Fitzgerald earned accolades for his debut novel, This Side of Paradise, and this success drove Zelda back into his arms.

	Fitzgerald and his young wife, Zelda, lived in Gatsby-style extravagance  for a short few years and where they "were the darlings of the Jazz Age—late nights, lots of liquor, and brilliant wit to match." However, they soon began to see that everything was not as sparkling as it appeared. Fitzgerald and Zelda's erratic behavior escalated alongside his literary fame. They drank far too much, and it had a great impact on their lives. Their alcoholic social life consisted of napping in public and feuding viciously behind closed doors. When Fitzgerald wrote about the perils of Jazz Age excess, he and Zelda were the very embodiment of the period.
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