

  

    

      

    

  




  





  





  About the Book




  





  Real Life Evil - A True Crime Quickie (Book One) is a collection of two true crime short stories. This volume includes;




  





  “Hiding in Plain Sight” is the chilling account of serial killer Jack Unterweger, one of the most clever, manipulative predators of the twentieth century...and the most dangerous.




  





  “A Message from the Grave” examines the events surrounding the unsolved Gilgo Beach murders, a case which would spawn the largest murder investigation in Long Island, New York’s history as an elusive serial killer continues to elude authorities.




  





  





  About the Author




  





  





  Kim Cresswell resides in Ontario, Canada. Trained as a legal assistant, Kim has been a story-teller all her life but took many detours including; working in legal and adult education before returning to her first love, writing.




  Her debut thriller, REFLECTION, has won numerous awards. UP Authors Fiction Challenge Winner (2013), Silicon Valley’s Romance Writers of America (RWA) “Gotcha!” Romantic Suspense Winner (2004) and an Honourable Mention in Calgary’s (RWA) The Writer’s Voice Contest (2006).




  LETHAL JOURNEY was a finalist in From the Heart Romance Writers (FTHRW) Golden Gate Contest (2003).




  Kim’s action-packed thrillers have been highly praised by reviewers and readers worldwide. As one reviewer said, “Buckle up, Hang on tight!”
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  Dedication




  





  For Justin, Carla, Porter and Peyton




  





  





  In memory of Mary Beech




  





  Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, love leaves a memory no one can steal.




  —From a headstone in Ireland
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  Chapter One




  





  Jack Unterweger - Hiding in Plain Sight
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  Johann “Jack” Unterweger




  





  Johann “Jack” Unterweger, the “Vienna Woods Killer” was a chameleon—one of the most clever, manipulative predators of the twentieth century and the most dangerous. Celebrity, journalist, poet, award-winning novelist, his killing spree terrorized Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia and Los Angeles in the early 1990’s.




  Cheered on by an endless parade of female supporters and celebrated in magazines and Austrian national radio, his 1994 trial for the murder of eleven women (three in Los Angeles and eight in Europe) was regarded as the Austrian “Trial of the Century”, yet seemed to avoid major media limelight in the United States foreshadowed by the Rodney King case and the O.J. Simpson trial.




  After being convicted and sentenced to life in prison for nine of the eleven murders, Jack Unterweger hanged himself on June 29, 1994 in Graz, Austria.




  





  The Making of a Serial-killer




  Johann Unterweger was born August 16, 1950 in Judenburg, Styria, Austria to a Viennese waitress and prostitute, Theresia Unterweger, and an American soldier whom she later married.




  





  “Of my paternity I knew only a name…The G.I. came from Trieste, his home was in New Jersey…”




  — From Purgatory (Fegefeur) by Jack Unterweger




  





  At the age of two, after his mother was convicted and jailed for fraud, the children’s welfare office placed young Jack with his grandfather. Abandon by his mother at an impressionable young age, Unterweger claimed he lived in poverty with his abusive, alcoholic grandfather who had his own taste for ‘ladies of pleasure’.




  It’s not surprising the five-foot-six, boyish looking Unterweger turned to crime at an early age after spending most of his life surrounded by prostitutes and pimps.




  By the age of five Jack was drinking Schnapps. At nine-years-old he was chronically truant at school. During his years of “acting out” he stole cars, committed robbery and fraud then graduated to abducting a sixteen-year-old girl and tried to force her into prostitution—a chilling sign of what was yet to come.




  Over the years, he was convicted over a dozen times, mainly for sexual attacks on girls in various towns and spent less than a year behind bars. The most disturbing complaint filed with the police was that of a Salzburg girl who claimed Unterweger, after offering her a ride home took her to a meadow, pushed her into the back of his car and sexually assaulted her with a steel rod while he masturbated.




  Shortly after the attack Unterweger was arrested and went to jail where he tried to commit suicide by swallowing a large amount of prescription pain medication he’d smuggled into his cell. Because of his suicide attempt, he was sent to a Salzburg psychiatric clinic where he stayed for a brief time, and then was released.




  On June 1, 1976, a Salzburg court convicted Unterweger of the 1973 murder of Margret Schäfer, an eighteen-year-old German teenager and friend of his then girlfriend, Barbara Scholz.




  





  [image: Image]




  Jack Unterweger 1976




  





  According to Scholz, she and Unterweger had robbed Schäfer’s parent’s home, and then lured Margret into a car before taking the young woman into the forest. Using the belt from her coat, Unterweger secured Margret’s hands behind her back, proceeded to savagely beat her, stripped off her clothing and demanded sexual acts. When she refused, Unterweger became enraged and bludgeoned her in the head with a steel pipe. He then used her bra to strangle her before leaving her lifeless body face up in the woods and covered with leaves.




  The same year as the murder of Margret Schäfer, the body of twenty-five-year-old, Marica Horvath was discovered by a fisherman on the shore of Lake Salzach north of Salzburg. Clothed in only a jacket, a white sweater and naked from the waist down, her mouth was taped, her eyes swollen and black, her hands bound with a red and silver necktie.




  The autopsy revealed Marica had non-violent sexual intercourse before she was savagely beaten repeatedly in the face and her legs were tied together with a pair of pantyhose. The autopsy report also disclosed Horvath was alive when she was dragged into the lake and drowned.




  Unterweger adamantly denied any involvement in Horveth’s death, but when questioned by the police about Margret Schäfer’s death, he fell apart and confessed, a move uncharacteristic of a psychopath.




  In court he tried to justify his actions, claiming as he beat Margret he envisioned his mother, his anger so intense, he could not stop.




  Dr. Klaus Jarosch, the forensic psychologist who examined Unterweger, declared him a sexually sadistic psychopath with narcissistic and histrionic tendencies. “He tends to sudden fits of rage and anger,” Jarosch wrote. “His physical activities are enormously aggressive with sexually sadistic perversion...He is an incorrigible perpetrator.”




  Jack Unterweger was sentenced to life at the age of twenty-four where he would spend the next fifteen years behind bars as a model prisoner in an Austrian prison reinventing himself, manipulating and charming his way to freedom.




  While incarcerated, Unterweger learned to read and write and went on to edit a prison newspaper and a literary review. He studied famous literary authors, wrote poetry, and authored numerous books, including his critically acclaimed 1984 bestselling autobiography, Fegefeur (Purgatory), followed by Endstation Zuchthaus (Terminus Prison), which won an esteemed literary prize. He even penned several childrens’ stories which were read on Austrian national radio.




  Winning over Vienna’s elite, who believed that Unterweger’s literature was proof he was a reformed man, Austrian publicist Guenther Nenning, headed the campaign for his release. Writers, artists, journalists and Socialist politicians crusaded for a pardon. Among them was Elfriede Jelinek, the Austrian playwright who won the 2004 Nobel Prize in Literature. Politicians and church leaders also welcomed the move. As the governor said, “We will never find a prisoner so well prepared for freedom”.




  On May 23, 1990, Jack Unterweger was paroled.




  “That life is over now,” he told the press. “Let’s get on with the new.”




  In the months following his release Unterweger became an overnight celebrity, celebrated by literary intellectuals and Vienna’s chic-elite and even going as far as hosting television programs discussing criminal rehabilitation. He was featured on various other talk shows and Fegefeur (Purgatory) became a movie. With fame came money. Lots of it.




  He dressed in white suits, silk shirts and wore gold chains. He drove expensive fancy cars with the personal license plate, W JACK 1, and was a regular in stylish bars and nightclubs with a string of glamourous girlfriends.




  He travelled extensively throughout Austria and Germany and gave readings, attended book launches, regularly appeared on television talk shows and worked as a reporter for ORF, an Austrian national public service broadcaster. But Unterweger’s “new life” was a charade and it wasn’t long before he returned to his old ways.
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