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1 CIVIS

“In prehistoric times, men and women lived like beasts. They would wage war, kill each other and steal from one another. They would strip the land bare, waste raw materials and abuse the planet. Temperatures and water levels would rise, but, in spite of everything, people were incapable of interpreting the signs of what was to come. They continued in the same manner, polluting and releasing gases which are noxious to the atmosphere and to us. They never thought about their children’s children. They never thought about us.

“Then came the Black Years: gases in the environment had exceeded tolerable levels and it became impossible to breathe. Millions of people became ill, and those who lived closest to emission sites died within a matter of weeks.

“Those survivors that managed to find refuge below ground killed each other over the sparse resources that were still available on the planet. Finally, after several wars, the population split in two: those that wanted to respect civilization and those who had succumbed to animal instincts.

“This last group, the inhabitants of Silva, in a desperate fight for survival, turned to cannibalism and began hunting those from the first group until the Day of the Covenant, in the first year of what we know as History. After tasting human blood, Silva became too accustomed to it and realized that they were no longer satiated by other types of food.

“Thus, on the Day of the Covenant, the following agreement was made: the inhabitants of Civis, the cave-dwellers, would make a human offering each week in exchange for peace; and the inhabitants of Silva, who lived in greenhouses, would give to Civis all of the food and goods that their land produced in addition to a portion of the energy from the Mount of Destiny. 

“Thus began the second era of civilization in the city of Civis, and still today, in the year four hundred and fifty four, the Covenant is still in force. However, it has been a long time since the human offering was considered a sacrifice, becoming instead a test of courage and acceptance. 

“Each week the elderly give their life to make way for new generations in an act of faith and pride, thereby helping the fragile ecosystem that persists on our wounded planet”. 
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