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	Preface


	 


	God is greater than the problems we are facing in the world today. He is greater than the burden we are carrying. When we cry out to Him in our state of deep depression and in the midst of a life prison, He will hear us from our desperate place. God is in charge, the earth is the Lord’s and all those that dwell therein.


	Our sorrows have not escaped Him; He is also seeing our decadence and depravity. He is not interested in the evil we are going through, but He wants us to come to Him, to give Him our problems.


	If His people repent, turn away from our wicked ways, and ask for His help, He will hear us in our hour of greatest need.


	God is involved in His creation; He has always been intimately involved with every aspect of His creation. In scriptures, we learn that God’s glory has been displayed through a variety of means. Psalm 19 points out that “the heavens declares the glory of God.”


	From the indescribable magnitude of our vast universe to the intricate details of human uniqueness and body system, the glory of God’s power and creative wisdom is proclaimed. Scripture provides endless examples of how the presence of God empowers His children to live for Him in all areas of life. And one of the most powerful of these is found in the life of Moses. He was convinced that without God’s presence in his life, it was useless for him to attempt anything. When he spoke face to face with the Lord he said, “… if thy presence go not with me, carry us up not hence.” He was saying, “Lord, I won’t take a single step unless I am assured you are with me!”


	Moses knew it was God’s presence in Israel that set the people apart from all other nations. And the same is true of believers of Jesus Christ today. The only thing that sets us apart from non-believers is God’s being with us – leading us, guiding us, working His will in and through us. When the Lord’s presence is in our midst, no one can harm us. But without Him, we are helpless, reduced to nothing. All of this shows that God cares deeply about keeping us near to Him. God with us puts impossibility out of all existence.


	Remember, God’s presence will be with us in a whole host of wonderful ways if we strive to stay with Him.


	If we believe in Him, He will also perform His word for us; He is a God of miracles, the Lord who never failed His children, the Lord who always keeps His promises no matter how long it may take. He promised the Israelites the land of promise by choosing Moses as their leader to the Promise Land, just imagine what God can do for you if you just trust and believe in Him.


	 





Chapter One:
THE DECADENCE OF MODERN WORLD



	Abstract to Chapter One


	This chapter is designed to highlight issues on modern slavery, sex-trafficking in the world, its problems and prospects. People would not believe that slavery has not disappeared; young girls are trafficked so that slave holders can commercially exploit them. In developing countries, especially Africa, poor families sell their sons for a lifetime of servitude. There are diverse views among scholars as to the nature and meaning of modern slavery. Social science and its paraphernalia have been the secular world’s only recourse as the ultimate means of answer from societal problems. However, while appreciating the efforts of social scientists in the solution of various problems in society, the fallout of many problems has proven the limitation of social science. In spite of its advanced researches, exciting discoveries and cutting edge technology, we still lack the final solution to conflict and conflict resolution in the world: past and present.


	The solution to this grave need of man can only be divine. God made divine revival and healing of nations freely available to man! The revival healing power of Christ is still available in our world today and is operational through His power. God has a highly organised system to meet the needs of every facet of our life. The world’s system of meeting our needs works exactly opposite from God’s system. There are two choices before you – the world’s system or God’s system. The world cannot understand God’s system of restoring the human society. The Bible says the things of God are foolishness to the world. (1 Corinthians 2:14)


	Introduction to Chapter One


	Modern slavery and sex-trafficking are among the contemporary social problems in the world. Social problems are the resultant effect of various crimes in society which has seemingly been over perplexed and vexed by the strange inexplicable symptoms of the malady. Conceptualising behaviour as a crime or deviance merely means that the behaviour is different from some other kind of behaviour; that is it either turns away from or is the direct opposite of a certain concept, action or thought. In every human society, one form of social problem or the other, which is insurmountable based on its nature, exists as it threatens or altars the social norms and legal structure in the society.


	Slavery (at the global level) covers a wide range of offences threatening the peace and freedom of well-meaning societies. Nigeria as a nation has its own worries over certain social problems such as modern slavery – whereby someone is sold by a desperate parent. Certain social problems include cultism, drug abuse, sex-trafficking, etc.


	The abnormality in the social structure calls for a collective effort towards ameliorating such social problems for the betterment of society. Therefore, it is against the background of such societal evils, that this chapter intends to enumerate/explicate some of these problems and the way forward (through Biblical or spiritual principles).


	An Extract from Developments Magazine thus Read


	Two hundred years after the UK abolished the transatlantic slave trade, slavery continues in myriad forms. In 2007, slaves are cheap and plentiful. At least twelve million women, men and children are bond by slavery. Nearly two half million people have been trafficked; many are women or girls sold into prostitution.


	“People would not believe that it is possible under modern condition,” says Archbishop Desmond Tutu. In 2007, perhaps 12 million men, women and children trapped in this nightmare trade - nearly two and half million trafficked between countries under the illusion that they are heading for opportunities they are denied at home. Many are girls and women sold into the sex trade.


	They are rarely called ‘slaves’ but their destiny in the same. Perhaps they are victims of debt bondage where poor people have to take out loans from an employer to meet their basic needs, soon finding themselves trapped in an unending cycle of repayments, abducted or deceived into making a journey which ends in exploitation. They might be hidden from public view in private houses, trammelled in a daily grind of domestic service from which there seems no escape or else they have had the misfortune to be born into a social class which is treated as property by their ‘superiors’ and their rights trampled on because of a culturally accept ‘descent slavery’. Possibly, they are a child, sold off by debt ridden parents, forcibly recruited as child labour.


	The root causes of slavery in the 21st century are not so different from those in the 19th century. “Then, as now, greed and disregard for the rights and dignity of fellow human beings drove this inhuman trade,” says Hilary Benn, UK Secretary of State for Development. “Then, as now, the only way to defeat this is for good people to come together and fight for change.”


	And while slavery is prohibited by international and national laws, the path to ending it lays through tackling the reasons why people can be exploited, and poverty is central.


	Whatever slavery is called, it is always a sign of poverty, As long as one in five people live in extreme poverty, as long as 77 million children are not enrolled in primary school, and as long as too many countries have ineffective government, there will be a ready supply of victims for the greedy and unscrupulous. Fighting slavery today needs commitment to better governance and security, better health, education and employment.


	Every Where is Chain: Up to 12 million people may be living in some form of slavery across the world. This special report features some of those stories of modern day enslavement.


	Sheila, 20, Uganda


	I was 15 when I saw soldiers from the military kill my parents. A family friend told me that he’d take me some where safe. He dressed me up as a boy and took me to England on a plane, pretending I was his son.


	We were met at the airport by two men and taken to their flat in a place called Seven Sisters. A few days later, my father’s friend went out to buy food. He never came back. The two other men said now I would have to have sex with them. One tried to force himself on me. I thought they’d take me back there or kill me. I didn’t know where to go. I ended up sleeping on the streets. If I needed money I would sleep with men, but as a last resort.  The money could buy food, sweaters or blankets.
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