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  This Book Is all about Feedback and how to Make Good Use of It






  Maybe you know people who have reacted in a very intense way to reviews they perceived as being negative or bad; they became really  angry, felt hurt, depressed, and at the mercy of strong external forces? Maybe you would like to recall such a situation for the last time.





  How would you like to imagine what it feels like to use the feedback you receive successfully, to be independent and confident?




  In this book, I discuss the different forms of feedback you receive—with respect to your writing and your life—in a well balanced mix of stories, thought experiments, and exercises, so that you learn to write and … live the Wonderful Way becoming emotionally successful.




  To put it differently, I could say that I show you how successful people behave: They take responsibility and control for their own feelings, their own life, their own writing. They feel good about it and because of these great feelings, they achieve success on all levels.




  I might mention, reviews add that extra something to the life of an author or writer that makes writing very special. Plus, getting comments makes blogging really cool!




  No matter whom I talk to, no matter which forum I read and discuss, I continue to encounter one topic everywhere and every time. Reviews, comments, and “likes” are ubiquitous. These types of feedback are touching bloggers, writers, and authors of fiction and non-fiction alike.




  While I am fully aware of the importance of reviews as part of social proof, I am primarily interested in the emotional aspect of them and how to deal with them.




  





  Thomas „Tom“ Oberbichler, St. Gingolph 2013




  What Are the Different Types of Reviews and Comments and what Do They Express?






  Fundamentally, a review is neutral and not neutral at the same time. There are variations of reviews and phenomena that occur within them. I will talk about the good ones, the enthusiastic and raving reviews and comments, later on. It is well worth learning and practicing to accept, appreciate, and celebrate compliments, praise and appreciation.





  … And then there is the other side—Some would call it the dark side of reviews and comments … 




  I will not address fake or purchased reviews. Authors who are truly successful do not use such measures. I am not interested in the moral aspects of these actions; I just have a short message about them—Readers notice bought or faked reviews. They are either disgusted, and surf to another book, or they respond with their own angry reviews.
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