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  Summary: Maksim, Albert’s neighbour, has returned from San Diego, as ordered, and has discovered an unpleasant surprise outside his door. Albert is back from the States and has put together his strategy.




  




  Nineteenth Phase




  




  Rachel, surrounded by her friends, Donald, Victoire, and Superintendent Bion, was waiting for Marisa to translate the main points of the files that she had appropriated.




  




  She was jealously guarding another document on her lap. She looked at it from time to time, with a little half smile, a gleam in the depths of her eyes, which aroused Rachel’s curiosity, but she remained quiet.




  




  Finally, the superintendent began to speak, standing on his chair.




  




  - ‘My dear friends, I know everything, or rather, it’s very complicated, but I have managed to understand it, thanks to Marisa. It’s added the finishing touches to my conversation with Bartosz. I’m going to ask you to use your imaginations and to be patient.’




  




  - ‘This is the moment where world history clashes with personal history, isn’t it?’




  




  - ‘Exactly Rachel.’




  




  - ‘Do you have some information about Albert?’ Victoire put in.




  




  - ‘Wait, wait, you’ll see!’ Marisa responded.




  




  - ‘My friends,’ the superintendent went on, ‘through Marisa’s efforts, for which I thank her, I am able to give you a little history lesson.




  




  - ‘Since independence at the end of 1991, Ukraine has been divided into an anti-Russian and pro-European area, to the west, and a pro-Russian area to the south and east. The politicians, like the population as a whole, are all caught in the pincers of these two opposing factions. They vary and change position according to their interests and at the behest of economic pressures and hopes that come to light and succeed each other, one after the other.




  In terms of the economy, you must have heard about the conflict between this country and Russia over gas. They are in thrall to the wishes of their powerful neighbour which sets their gas provision and fixes the prices according to their own politics.




  




  Currently, relations with Russia are strained. Recently, the Russian president, Dmitry Medvedev, called Ukraine’s behaviour “parasitical”, according to a report in the daily newspaper Nezavissimaïa Gazeta. The Kremlin is putting pressure on Ukraine. It is in a position of strength. It has declared itself willing to drop its prices on condition that Kiev agrees to join the customs union formed by Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan, or to transfer assets from its flagship gas company, “Naftogaz”.
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