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“"Everyone is afraid of being asses, this situation has me a bit bored.

Maybe it would be better if we all became asses and make something good of ourselves"

Charles Bukowski

CHAPTER I 

I would like to understand better.

Nothing happened, apparently. But since they learned that my stay will be prolonged Edoardo, and Don Pino have started to treat me differently.

Nothing remarkable, mind you.

However, Edoardo's cordiality has turned into a sort of perennial silent reproach, while Don Pino's substantial lack of interest, rarely interspersed with excerpts of friendly conversation, has become a rigid, almost ostentatious, rejection.

I had thought of asking Edoardo, with whom I feel I have more confidence, as soon as I could exchange a few words with him in peace, the reason for this change. And, in particular if, completely inadvertently, I could have offended someone in some way, declaring myself, immediately afterwards, sincerely sorry and ready to resolve the situation.

But then I decided to give up. Maybe I was simply shocked, or my two companions have other problems that have nothing to do with me at all.

I wanted to wait. But I didn't have the time.

Today, as soon as Don Pino left for the two hours of air, Edoardo invited me to stay with him in the room, turned off the perpetually on TV, sat at the table inviting me to do the same and communicated his need to talk to me.

«Also on behalf of Don Pino,» he specified.

I was pleased, deep inside, because I don't like to leave unresolved situations. I always prefer to face them and then, look beyond them.

I immediately notice a certain embarrassment in my interlocutor, and I do not understand the reason. Whatever it is, it is better to solve it immediately, right? I am absolutely available, I have said it, and therefore I make it clear. I had noticed something different in their attitude, I regret it, I am sorry for it, and I would like to know how to put a remedy, but above all to understand what needs to be remedied.

«It's not easy ... but at this point we can't help it anymore, and look, it's a question of respect, here we are talking about understanding who's in charge. As long as you were only staying a few weeks, as you told us, and we believed it because one can see that you are someone that has studied ... »

I interrupted him. There was no need for beating around the bushes between us.

«So, this is the deal,» he said then, «you know better than me that we're in jail»

I know it well, unfortunately. We all know.

«In here, there is not much choice. You have to know how to behave, how you MUST behave, it is a matter of respect, I repeat ... you have to understand the needs of others, know your place. One thing is only a few weeks, but in this situation everything changes ... »

«Well, » I interrupted him with unusual decision, «Edoardo, what are you trying to tell me?»

«Don Pino asked me to explain to you how things work in here. You have already understood there are those who command, and those who do not ... and you are not one who commands. Don Pino commands, and we must make sure that he is calm, and we must obey him»
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