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Chapter 1

Laura remained seated at the platform and clung to the microphone while she glared at her father, expecting him to speak or explain what was going on.

The odd lady pulled out a marriage certificate between herself and Laura's father from her handbag after noticing that no one objected to her moving on with her son.

Laura said violently, slamming the microphone to the ground, "Am legally his wife and am here to take my place," before abruptly turning to face her father.

Do you have a second wife? She inquired irately.

She cried, her eyes welling up, trying vainly not to weep, "And even a son!"

How could her ideal father, the one guy she has always regarded as the finest parent and spouse, all of a sudden start sleeping with another man while he even has a son? She stormed towards her father in rage as she watched her world crumble in front of her eyes.

Talk up! She cried at him, "Say something, dad!" but all he did was stand there with his head bent. After letting go of him, Laura lowered herself carefully. She was going to lose her mother to death's terrible hands, and now she was also losing her father.

****

Laura entered the room unfazed by everyone's stares and went directly to her seat. She could tell by the way people were gazing at her that the information of what occurred at the party yesterday had gone viral. Her cousin Diane came over to greet her and took a seat next to her.

Is it truly true, Laura? Why is that? What really transpired? She asked more mockingly than she did out of worry.

"Why do you seem to care so much? Stop hedging your bets and simply declare you're here to laugh. What do you mean if I truly care, how can you say that to your cousin? How can I laugh at this type of circumstance when you are my cousin?

Ella, a friend of hers, yelled out, "Laura!" and ran up to her. "Dear, are you all right? Does it actually exist? She remained fearful.

Laura took Ella outdoors after saying, "Let's talk outside."

"Yes, that's correct. Laura spoke as soon as they entered the bathroom.

"God! How, exactly, could he? She snarled, "Your mother's health has been a problem, and now a son just shows up."

You won't even find that to be the issue; can you believe he is just a teenager? I mean, I'm not much older than him, so it indicates that he began cheating on his mother soon after they were married. Laura was quite furious.

"That's terrible, so where is the so-called son now?" Ella enquired

"His mother brought him back and warned that unpleasantness would be in store for her the next time she returned. Isn't that more than difficulty that she interrupted my speech at the business anniversary celebration in the midst of it? She responded angrily.

Ella remarked, "I just hope your company is good."

She has made the decision to leave her father since he may do anything like that and damage their beautiful household, "It should be it's my mom's anyway."

Ella reminded them that it was time for class, so they both exited the bathroom.

[Follows class]

Why do you believe he had an affair with her mother? Diana's friend Kayla, one of Laura's classmates, spoke in front of the whole class, and they all laughed.

How do you feel? Another student, Anna, said, "He probably married her mother for her money in the first place.' They laughed again, disregarding her presence in the room.

, "Her boyfriend is here!" As soon as someone in the back noticed Chris enter the room, he summoned the class to attention.

Why do you say that? She and Avan split up when? Kayla asked with confusion.

Diane mockingly said, "Oh they didn't split up sweetie, Avan is her true lover and Chris is her planned guy.

Wow, that's very brave; how can she date two men at once, Anna said.  Why do you say that? Ella approached them and lowered her hands.

Diana said, "Her maid is also here."

Chris regarded them all in confusion before turning to Ella.

"Has anything happened?

"Don't… Ella began but Diane interrupted her.

"Don't say you weren't aware of what happened to your princess," I said.

Laura warned them as she approached them, saying, "Diane, that's enough okay."

Diane mocked at her, "You don't want your second boyfriend to know."

Laura responded with a grin.

"Are you upset because Avan rejected you and chose me or because your parents are divorcing?"

, "You bastard!" Chris stopped Diane as she lunged towards Laura while cursing.

He said, "I think you should stop that right away, okay."

"What? Are you now attempting to be a decent fiancé?" Diane said, turning to face Chris.

Laura intervened and yanked Ella away, saying, "Let's get out of here."

Like you usually do, you want to go away. Diane commanded Laura to turn around and stay with them, but she disregarded her and began walking away. Chris did the same.

"Is that true, Diane? Your parents are divorcing," the class begins to probe her.

She cried back, "What rubbish, it's a lie, she is just splitting nonsense," and she packed her things to depart.

Laura has resolved that she won't let anybody make her weep again after sobbing all weekend. She has always been the only child, enjoyed her parents' love, and was spoiled with everything, especially since her mother is a multi-billionaire. She has never had to work a day in her life, but it appears that lie is changing now that she will need to learn how to survive after her father betrayed her and her mother went through a difficult time.

She got into the vehicle when she spotted her driver waiting for her and told him to take her to the sunflower home rather than where they really reside.

She got out of the automobile and entered the sunflower home once it had stopped. Her mother owns Sunflower House, where her mother spent her last moments before being shot and going into a coma while attempting to defend her father.

When she entered, Miss Steven, her mother's longtime housekeeper, welcomed her.

How was school today, dear you're back? As she assisted her in changing her shoes, she questioned and removed her luggage.

She said to her, "Your father is here. Laura gave her a nod before entering and was welcomed by her father and both of her parents' solicitors.

When he saw Laura, her father waved for her to come sit down.

Laura approached him and sat down next to him.

"What is going on here? She questioned, not to any one person.

I know you're still upset with me, but I have to let you know that you're not safe in this place right now. He was interrupted by Laura.

What do you mean it's not safe, Dad? Not believing him, she inquired once again.

You need to have faith in me on this, even though I know you may not believe me again. He instructed the two solicitors standing next to him to get some documents from the bag on the table after telling her he could persuade her. Her father put one of the forms in front of her and signed it.

She was asked to "sign them" by him as he handed her a pen.

"What's going on here? What ruse are you going to use once more? Why is her lawyer here and where is mum? Laura yelled at her dad.

He persuaded her without directly responding to her queries, saying, "Your mom is still in the hospital. You have to believe me as your father. I won't hurt you.

"So that child is for me as well,"

"No, it was an error, and I really apologise; nonetheless, I have always loved your mother and always will. There are certain things I can't explain to you right now, but you'll understand them as you are older.

She cast a doubtful glance at her father.

She said, "I'll believe you one last time," and she put her signature on the document.

Her father advised her, "I'm leaving the country today; take very good care of yourself, and your nanny is back to take care of you," as they put all the paperwork into the lawyer's luggage.

He is your mother's attorney and the one in charge of all of her belongings, so if you have any needs or run into any difficulties in the future, you may get in touch with him. They all left the home together when he told them.

As soon as they departed, Laura hurried upstairs and went to the bathroom to take a shower. After she finished, she walked downstairs for supper and saw that her nanny was really there. She sprinted over and gave her a joyful embrace.

Aunt, you're right here.

Her nanny called her "Sweetheart" and smiled.

How are you doing? You've been this skinny since I left for a few months, and I've warned you to quit skipping meals.

To stop herself from grumbling any more, she sighed, "Aiya, enough with the nagging, I'm hungry."

"Okay, let's eat, I made your favourite dish, fried rice." Really, that's wonderful, I've missed your food a lot.

To eat, they sat down.

Eat gently; don't hurry; nothing will be taken from you.

"Okay, aunt"

"Dear, how are things doing at school? Are you being bothered by anyone? She expressed concern that the incident may make the children bully her.

She said, "No one dares, and besides, there is no reason for anyone to do that."

"Okay if you say so, just watch out, hmm, and concentrate on your studies"

Okay, aunt—you've said this repeatedly. I get it. I'm done. I'm going to bed.

She kissed Laura goodnight and sent her out, telling her to go rest up for tomorrow.

When she checked her phone inside the room, she saw messages from Avan and Chris inquiring how she was doing. She replied to each of them before lying down to sleep.

A few weeks ago, her mother was in an accident, and she is still unconscious.


Chapter 2

[At School]

Laura entered the classroom once again, but this time no one was gazing at her as they had the day before. She made her way to her seat and was getting ready to get out her books for the class that day when Ella approached her.

"You are here; when I visited your home yesterday, nobody was there. Where did you spend the night before? She inquired.

Laura said, "At sunflower house."

Ella murmured "Oh" and took a seat next to her.

Ella told her, "By the way Avan came looking for you, he looked very worried about you."

She said with little curiosity, "why is that?"

Why do you say that? He is your partner.

Yeah, that's right, he is, she said sarcastically.

Ella questioned bewilderedly, "Then why the cold reply?"

She said furiously, "he didn't come to me all day yesterday but sent me a stupid text at night."

"Is it the cause of your rage? She said, "I'm sure he has reasons for that; you should ask him rather than getting angry on your own."

That's not my main worry right now; I'm more worried about my mother getting healthier so she can sort out this issue.

I know how you feel, but you should be cautious with your dad and avoid signing anything you don't understand.

Why do you say that? My dad, no matter how disloyal he is, would never do that if you mean anything similar.

Just be cautious, she urged before heading out to the library to get a few novels.

After Ella had departed, Laura leaned her head against the table and remembered what had occurred on the company anniversary. She was able to recall exactly how she felt when the witch entered the room that day. Instead of her father, her mother was shot at the main house by some unknown men. She was quickly taken to the hospital, but the bullet struck her in a fatal location, causing her to go into a coma. The doctor concluded that there was nothing left to do but put her on a life support machine and hope for the best. This occurred a few weeks ago, and the company demanded that something be done to stabilise the company's declining stock price and place her uncle in the position of the CEO but her father refused. Since something had to be done, her father decided to reassure the board of directors and their investors he decided to place her uncle in the position of the CEO. Before that could happen, a lady who claimed to be Laura's father's second wife entered and made things worse by bringing in a kid and proof of their marriage. Laura has the CEO as he supports her from behind. Laura was crushed, and all of her preconceptions about the marriage of her parents vanished. How can things be this way? That night, she kept asking herself the same question. Everything came to a sudden halt as the inauguration was suspended.

Upon returning home, her father attempted to explain the situation to her, but she refused to hear him and stormed out to the hospital where she spent some time with her mother. She was shocked back to the present when she heard Avan's voice calling her name.

"Why do you call my name in such a loud voice? You revere me, she said, enraged at him.

He sat down next her and said, "You seem lost somewhere so I had to call you back." He then placed her favourite drink on the table in front of her.

She replied, "I was just thinking about some things," opening the cup and taking a sip before setting it back on the table.

"regarding the problems facing the business? I'm confident your father will take action since he won't want the business to fail.

Additionally, I'm worried about my mother and what will happen when she wakes up since I know she'll be in pieces. Avan approaches her and gives her a hug.

Laura pushed him away from herself after hearing his comments, "am sure all will be well, I will surely support you in everything and stay right beside you."

Irritated, she said, "Is that why you chose to avoid me in the cafeteria and hide your face from me throughout yesterday?"

"What do you mean? How am I ever going to accomplish that? Simply put, I didn't eat in the school cafeteria yesterday and I had to do an errand for my father. I also assumed that you wouldn't be at school because of what occurred, so when I got back, I went right to your home.

"really? Someone reported they saw you in the school cafeteria yesterday, but I'm not so sure," she continued.

"How can you think that I'm above other people, your lover, and why on earth would I... I'm wounded by what you said.

She answered, "fine, then I'll forgive you for this one time," and hugged him once more. After some time passes, Avan decides to voice the concern he has had since entering the room.

So, are you still honouring the engagement that you and Chris made now that your mother is gone?

Stupid engagement, what? I'm going to end whatever is going on between me and that family of scum. She responded, becoming enraged, "No matter how I look at it, impoverished people will never change, constantly desiring what doesn't belong to them. Avan swiftly calmed her down while simultaneously grinning with knowledge. His efforts are starting to pay off now with positive outcomes.

Since he was a little child, his father has always reminded him to make sure he wins Laura's heart and that he doesn't let him down. Not only is he able to claim her as his own, but he has also ensured that she will remove the single hindrance to his success.

After the engagement is terminated, he will force her to get engaged to him and have her sign the required paperwork. Once that is done, everything will be over and he won't have to pretend to love a mother-of-three like her.

He still couldn't believe how gullible she had been all these years not to have discovered his fake feelings for her, but instead, she continued to depend on him more and more and believe his lies, particularly now that her mother was gone and she had lost faith in her father so automatically he was the only one she would trust. He sometimes felt horrible about this because of how genuine she is to him, but how can someone like her handle such a large company when she is unable to do it on her own? He is doing her a great favour by assisting her in running the business. After bribing the entitled brat with him, he will throw a party tonight to celebrate getting rid of the idiotic Chris. He continued to touch her head while thinking.


Chapter 3

Chris watched everything that happened between Laura and Avan earlier in silence before storming out of class in rage. When he arrived at the school clinic, he threw the drink he had originally purchased for her in the garbage before entering to lie down and fighting back the tears that were about to start. He couldn't believe she still had that opinion of him after everything. Even if she didn't care much about him, she at least valued their relationship, and when she treated him badly yesterday, he assumed it was because of what had transpired. Even though he is aware that he has no chance, he is still pleased that she didn't call off their engagement. However, upon hearing her today, he was hurt despite being aware that Avan doesn't like her; however, if he told her, she would accuse him of trying to break them up out of jealousy. She volunteered to be friends with them only a few days ago, but now she has changed. Chris abruptly got out of bed and laid back down. When he heard the bell and rose to go, he thought, "If only he weren't poor, then maybe she would have given him a chance." He then closed his eyes.

Before leaving the school grounds alone, Laura searched the area for signs of Ella or Avan. She wanted to go with any of them since her driver had phoned to say he would be a little late due to traffic. She begins to go towards the school's perimeter when she notices Chris standing far and leaning against a wall.

Is he holding out for her? She paused as she continued to move. She just learned from Ella that Chris had always waited outside the school to see her leaving and entering each day, which made her feel moved and inspired to approach him to be friends. She grinned when she saw him because she felt like there was still someone waiting for her, but her smile quickly faded as she thought back to what she had previously told Avan about him. She is aware that Chris is unlike any other regular person she has ever met, but she still doesn't want to make the same mistake her mother did and end up being deceived and even having to battle for her life. Despite everyone's objections, her mother persisted on getting married to him even though her father, like him, was from a very humble home. It's also the major reason Sarah set up her engagement to Chris, but suddenly everyone's faith and affection are shown to be false.

Chris turned to gaze in Laura's direction as Laura continued her gradual approach to meet him, but before Laura could get there, Kayla suddenly materialised in front of Chris, obstructing their path to one another. Laura halted in her tracks and questioned why they were together. Chris turned to face Laura for a brief while before turning his face away and following Kayla away from the scene with enthusiasm as Kayla held his hand.

When Laura's driver pulled up next to her, she was furious and stomped her feet on the ground. He then drove away.

****

Chris exited his room after finishing packing his belongings. When he arrived where he was standing, his father grabbed the bag from him and carried them instead. His father had also risen up from his seat and picked up his vehicle keys to take him down to the airport.

Is your mum truly going to remain hidden? He screamed it out loud enough for his wife to hear him from inside, "She was sobbing so much yesterday when you decided to go.

It's alright if she doesn't want to say goodbye to me, Chris remarked, since it would just make her weep more.

"You sly child, why do you suddenly agree to leave just before you finish school when you have consistently turned down offers to go work with your maternal uncle due to your education and mother for a long time now?"

He said, "I just think it won't matter if I leave later or now," and he walks away. As soon as they were both in the vehicle, his father departed for the airport. Chris tries to avoid thinking about his mother as he rests his head. Due to the way his mother's family treated her after they learned that his mother was half-cast and forced to marry his father, he had made a promise to never interact with Laura's family. However, in order to support Laura, he has decided to accept their assistance. His mother objected when he informed them and even threatened to disown him, but he had already made up his mind that he wouldn't be recognised as the Chris that everyone takes for granted when he arrived in this nation.

AFTER SEVEN YEARS

Laura felt conflicted as she entered the conference room. She made an effort to conceal her true feelings so they wouldn't use them against her, but she secretly felt quite uneasy about everything. Her mother has been in a coma for the past seven years, and fortunately for her, her father has shown himself to be irresponsible by abandoning them at the sunflower house and moving the other woman into the main house to live with her son. Just yesterday, she had returned from her mother's funeral. She was able to regain control of the firm two years ago because to her mother's will, which stipulates that she must wait until she is twenty-one before taking over. However, since the company has been performing poorly lately, everyone is conspiring to remove her as chairperson.

As soon as she comes, everyone gets up and follows her to their seats. Loudly clearing her throat, Laura motioned for her secretary to step forward.

Put my dad on the line, she muttered, continuing.

Why did everyone convene an urgent meeting? She assertively said, "I'm sure I told you all to allow me some time to settle this.

"Miss President, what time do you still want us to give you?" Since there have been no improvements at all over the past two weeks, TT is quickly eclipsing our business as we continue to lag behind and even lost an evident sale to them. One of the directors, Mr. Tony, said anxiously

"I requested a month, and I guarantee that everything will return to its original position after one month."

"However, two weeks have already passed, and nothing is going in our favour; thousands of employees' futures depend on you." I've discussed it with the other boards of directors, and we all agree that director Nicolas should take charge," stated one of the other directors. After hearing what he said, Laura chose to remain silent. She is aware that their impatience and complaints are just intended to place her brother in her place and eliminate her, but she will never allow that to happen.She would never allow a fool to take over the business since her mother spent her whole life working for it and building it to this point.

Why do you believe Nicolas will do better than I do, everyone? given that he is a man?

He is your brother, and right now, having him assist stabilise the business is the greatest choice, even though I know you would not like the concept.

She stooped up and said, "I know what all of you are thinking, but it won't ever happen. I promised to take care of all this in the next two weeks, and until then you all should keep your opinions to yourself. If the situation persists after two weeks, then you may dispute me or my authority.

"Clara, come with the document I asked you to get for me and see me after taking care of our clients from country A," I said. Meeting adjourned, she said, leaving before anybody could respond. She then lets out a breath she wasn't even aware she was holding. She entered her office with style, sat down, and bowed her head in confusion when Clara arrived and drew nearer to her.

You seem exhausted, ma'am. Should I get you something to eat? I'm very sure you missed breakfast.

She raised her head, saying, "No need for that."

Has everyone exited the conference room?

"Yes, despite the fact that they departed with complaints, they are still powerless because to the one-month grace period that was granted to you. They appear intent to remove you from your position as president.

Have you been able to understand what I requested of you, I know? Before responding, Clara remained silent for a while.

She said humbly, "There is still no solid information on him. Laura thwacks the table fiercely and loudly.

"Who the heck is he to treat me like this? What kind of person is he to treat me like this? She roared in anger.

Just as she was saying "calm down ma, I will make sure to get his information before the end of today and know his motive," Nicolas walked in and took a position a few feet away.

"why? You're so eager to have my office all to yourself. She turned to face Clara and stated, "Too bad I'm not getting up from this chair.

She dismissed her and rose up to depart, saying, "Continue what I asked you to and give me a positive feedback as soon as possible."

She responded, "And you, keep looking around my office; it's mine," and left.


Chapter 4

Walking up to her vehicle, she makes the decision to drive herself today instead of calling a driver. With nowhere to be, she drives slowly down the street. Her father vanished years ago and has never been discovered, so she needs to take over the business sooner than expected and without any planning. A year after, that crazy woman filed a case against her and her father in court and due to the concrete evidence she has and so as to retain the company's image Laura give in and allow her and her son in the house, when Nicolas was in need of a job she decide to offer him a place in the company believing it was not his fault but his parent fault but that was one of the biggest mistake she has made and now he is threatening to take the company from her.

The sound of Laura's phone ringing caused her to heave a sigh and snap back to the present. Avan is the caller, according to a check she did on the caller. As she ended the phone and accelerated her driving, she snarled. She was upset about everything since she had been attempting to contact him for days but had received no response. Why, then, is he phoning her now? She snarled once more before pulling up in front of a restaurant and deciding to enter and have something to eat before returning to the office. She sat in a remote corner of the room to avoid attracting attention to herself. She swiftly chose the first item on the menu when the waiter handed it to her and returned it to him before he went to receive her order. When Laura checked her phone and saw that her secretary had sent her a message letting her know that she had been able to identify the person behind TT Companies, she immediately got up and started to leave the restaurant, running into a few people along the way.

She said, "Oh, I'm sorry," without looking up, and walked away. Chris, who was nearby with his mother, was surprised when he was struck by an unidentified lady. She quickly apologised and left without giving him a time to respond, but upon hearing that voice, Chris was even more stunned. Despite the fact that he has been gone for a very long time, he can still hear her voice wherever and at any time.

"Don't mind that too much, so exactly when are you returning home?" His mum enquired. Chris looks at her and just nods in response to her query.

He merely said "see you later" before departing.

After a brief phone conversation with Ken, he got in the vehicle and dialled Ken. He immediately ended the connection to concentrate on driving, but his thoughts kept returning to the voice he had previously heard. He returned to the nation a year ago after seven years away and discovered that the PK group of companies is not in the same condition as it once was. Although he has repeatedly persuaded himself that he has no feelings for her again, hearing her voice appears to awaken those dormant memories.

Chris maintained his schooling after leaving the nation and worked for his uncle at the same time. His maternal grandfather was the only member of his mother's family to accept him; he made sure to give him everything, including introducing him to one of his Chinese business partners who helped him launch his career. With the help of his maternal grandfather's assistance, connections, and intelligence, he was able to develop the company well and it grew faster, but after his grandfather passed away a year ago, he made the decision to return to China and open a branch for his company there even though he do. Because he intended to return in a few months, he had retained his identity as the company's owner, and he had asked Ken to block any information on him. He made the decision to go straight home rather than returning to the workplace.


Chapter 5

Clara awaited Laura at the business entrance as she arrived at the workplace. Laura was most curious about what the company's CEO had that enabled him to win all those contracts that should have belonged to her business and even refuse them at the final round of bidding. When she learned about the last one, she was indignant that an unidentified firm had suddenly appeared to compete with her.

As soon as she entered her office, Clara set a file in front of her that included details on her alleged adversary.

"Chris Hugh, age twenty-two. After realising his age, Laura halted what she was saying. She finds it hard to believe that a twenty-two-year-old man is teasing her; he must have inherited the business from his dad or something since he is simply sitting in the CEO chair and doing nothing.

"Have you got a photo of him?" She questioned, lifting her head from the file she was holding.

Clara said, "Yes, here it is," and handed the woman the photo. Laura grabbed the photo and looked at it. Even though she seldom notices him and often takes him for granted, she was able to identify him immediately away. If it's allowed to call him her ex-fiance, it's because they never officially called off their engagement; nonetheless, after he departed, she made her relationship with Avan official. They've been engaged for a while, but he's never mentioned taking their relationship further, and when combined with the way he consistently ignores her texts, she was already tired of the relationship. However, out of pride, she refused to end it and even decided to move forward on her own.

"However, why would he be opposed to her business? Could it just be a coincidence, or is he acting this way since she called off their engagement? She contemplated the issue and started to consider her options. Since it's still a tiny business, she had planned to meet with the owner and attempt to get along with him before buying the business from him if he wouldn't cooperate. She was startled out of meditation by Clara.

"Will you really be able to purchase the business? Why don't you attempt to contact MINES' CEO?"

Let's talk to him first and see if we can genuinely come up with a solution, Laura said.

She just wishes for some kind of assistance to get her out of the predicament. Even though she was able to prevent her father's lover from giving her son the business years ago, it now seems that there is nothing she can do. She truly has no interest in running a business or managing one, but she is forced to do so in order to defend the organisation from imposers. Clara has assisted her throughout the years along with Avan, but she just isn't competent enough for the job, therefore the business keeps failing, and she now has to act quickly before the business shuts down.

"The CEO of the MINES firm is throwing a party, and it seems that the CEO of TT companies is also invited. It is tomorrow, and we may schedule a meeting then. Clara said as she positioned the IV in front of her.

She instructed her before dismissing her, "prepare a dress that is simple but elegant and also contact our informant to see if there is anything we can use against him or something that might help." Laura received a message from Avan asking for them to meet, but she disregarded it since she didn't know what to do. She won't respond to him until he comes to her and offers a real apology. She pondered.

****

Chris arrived at the event and immediately went in search of the CEO of the MINES firm. The two greeted each other enthusiastically.

Josh offered him a glass of wine and added, "I assumed you wouldn't come today. I expressly requested your girlfriend to make sure she comes you here.

Chris said, dropping the glass in his palm, "I don't know why you are so upset about me attending this party and also I told you she is not my girlfriend."

"Don't say you're still teasing this girl's heart," she said. She is the ideal choice to be your wife, and everyone is utterly crushing on you two."

"Why don't you marry her then? Your parents will be thrilled to hear about it," someone said. Chris responded and sat down on the seat next to them as Josh took a discreet sip of his beverage.

Laura arrived to the party location much early and has been keeping an eye out for the CEO of TT Companies ever since. She had previously planned what she would say and tried to see if they could at least cooperate. After an hour of not seeing him, she had become weary of waiting and had decided to go. However, just as she turned to leave, she saw him enter the hallway wearing a navy blue suit, his hair perfectly permed, and black shoes. Laura stared at him in amazement and was astounded by his transformation. When they were in high school, he always wore casual clothing and had a single hairstyle that made him look like a baby. However, when she saw him again after a long time and noticed how completely different he looked, she felt strangely curious about how he had managed to succeed and even have a company named after him. This is something she would never have considered. She immediately got the notion out of her head and started to walk up to him, but she stopped when she saw that he was standing next to the CEO of the MINES firms and that he had even given him a glass of wine, indicating that they must be close friends. She gave it some consideration and moved to a corner near them so she could hear what they were talking about.


Chapter 6

Laura was shocked to see that they genuinely sounded like friends, but she was glad to learn that he could actually be seeing someone since it means she won't have to worry about him continuing to ignore her calls. After a short while of waiting, Josh left his side to serve to some other guests. Laura saw this as a chance to speak with him, and an idea suddenly came to her.

She said, "Hey Chris" as lovingly as she could. Chris turned to check who it was, assuming it was one of those females that would be looking to hook up with some affluent ladies, but to his astonishment, Laura was standing there.

Laura tried to keep a grin on her face as she nodded her head lightly in anticipation of his reaction, but when he gazed at her strangely, she felt uncomfortable and hastily apologised, wiping the smile off her face.

"I assume you don't remember me. I'm Laura, thanks. She started to say fiancée but stopped and said "classmate" instead. She has been calling him "fiancee" in jest ever since the day he first approached her after their legal engagement.

After a little pause, she heard him remark, "you are."

She said, "I'm Laura, you must have forgotten, but we were friends in high school," and grinned at him once again. She was upset that he had no memory of her at all. He is aware of her, of course, but did she just claim they were friends? Before he could stop himself, he laughed while he was thinking. Laura keeps on frowning apprehensively.

She inquired, oblivious to his responses, "Can I sit?" Chris stares at her in amusement and keeps waving his hand to say she can.

She sat down and said, "like I said, I'm Laura, the president of Lovelies group of companies, and I would like to speak with you as the CEO of TT companies."

Instead, he questioned, "How did you find out about that?"

In our sector, she said, "things like that are very simple."

How may I assist you?

She said, "I know you need the partnership of a much bigger company to execute it. Your company just got a huge deal." She wants to collaborate with him, then. He stopped one of the waiters after giving it some consideration, picked a beverage, and downed it quickly.

"So you're willing to collaborate? But why would a large business like yours want to collaborate with us?

We really lost the contract to you, however even if we didn't receive it, I don't mind working with you since I genuinely care about this project. She does poorly in the corporate world.

After a minute of silence, he questioned, "what will I get in return?"

Laura swiftly replied, "Anything you want," without pausing.

"anything? Nothing has any meaning. He said, "How about we do it this way, I will give the deal back to your company and you will grant me whatever I want," expecting Laura to decline or give it some thought, but she actually yelled "Yes!" into his ears while smirking. Chris finds himself grinning widely at her demeanour.

"You're not joking with me, are you?" Laura enquired after seeing his smile.

Laura was pleased when he said, "no, I'm not. I want you to personally visit my business tomorrow so we can talk more about it." It seems as if she is dreaming since she couldn't think things would go so well for her. Without thinking, she sprang to her feet and grabbed his hand, violently shaking it.

She quickly left after saying "thanks a lot, see you tomorrow" before he could alter his mind since she had filmed their whole chat.

As she goes, Chris finds himself grinning more and more in awe of her actions. Why was she so ecstatic about the agreement and why didn't she feel uneasy with him at all? She pretended like nothing had occurred. Josh turned around to get back to where he had left Chris and saw him chatting to a really attractive female while even grinning. With the exception of Mira, he often complains about how he despises wealthy, spoiled women and wouldn't want to associate with them, but here he is speaking to one of those so-called women, engaging in conversation with her, and even grinning. He approached him after seeing that she had already departed and tapped him on the shoulder. Chris's grin vanished as he realised who it was.

Josh sat next to him and added, "you don't have to pretend, I already saw you both."

Why did you say that? He asked in an unclear manner.

"Don't you seem to like her?" Josh replied in its place.

Josh's expression of disbelief when he continued, "she is the CEO of the Lovelies group of companies"

"Why would she speak to you at all? Are you dragging your feet?

"Why would I act that way? She wants to collaborate with me on the contract I just secured, but I told her I would give it to her instead.

"Why'd she do that? Even so, do you understand what you're saying? You're going to die from Mira.

What can I do right away? I already promised her," he said carelessly.

"I understand that you are not rational, but why would the CEO of Lovelies contact you? " I had heard that the firm wasn't doing well, but I didn't realise how terrible it was.

He said inquisitively, "What about the company?"

"Are you unaware of it? I still believed the business was doing extremely well, despite the fact that everyone claims the current president is unqualified for the job and there have even been online posts comparing her to her stepbrother. Chris nods in silence as he listens to him explain why she was so thrilled, indicating that the transaction must be really important to her.

"Why do you actually care about her? What concerning Mira?

He said, "I told you I'm not in a relationship with her, and I'm leaving," before dropping the glass in his hand and departing the gathering. His driver was waiting for him below, so as he stepped outside, he immediately came down, opened the door for him, closed it, got in the vehicle, and sped away. Chris pulled out his phone to search up Laura's business and was taken aback by the details he saw online. He was aware of her naivety, but he didn't anticipate that she wouldn't be able to manage the firm successfully or that her job may even be in jeopardy. His thoughts immediately returned to his discussion with her and the way she referred to him as her friend while he tried to get some sleep before returning to the office to complete some work. He then put his phone back in his pocket.


Chapter 7

When Laura returned to the workplace, she gave Clara a big embrace. Clara was aware right away that she had the power to change the course of events in their favour.

"So, how did it go?" Curious, Laura gestured for them to enter her office so they could speak.

Remember when I told you that we were classmates?

Clara recalled her remarks: "I also remember you saying you didn't really have a nice story together."

She said, "I don't know how it occurred, but he readily gave up the contract for me. Clara backed away in shock, asking, "Why would he back out of the deal? Are you certain it's not just in your head?

"Am serious, he handled it so well. I assume he doesn't despise me or take exception to what transpired.

But are you certain we can believe in his word? He just gave up this contract for someone he isn't even close to, even though it would advance his firm.

"Why are you so disapproving of this? Why shouldn't you be joyful? At least now we can strive to put things in a more stable position without worrying for too long.

Okay, great. When do we have our formal meeting with him?

"Get ready to work through the night tomorrow. She added, "I have to adapt because I need to create a good impression and uphold the company's image. As she walked away, Clara grinned and picked up her phone to contact Avan right away.

She concluded the conversation by saying, "I believe she did it." Clara sighed uneasily. She began working with Laura as soon as she graduated since Avan had recruited her to keep track of all of her activities inside the firm. Although she is aware of Avan's engagement to Laura, she doesn't mind and has pledged to help him prepare so they may be together without any concerns. She first met Avan at the university and the two immediately began dating. She first resisted when Avan urged her to collaborate with Laura, but she eventually consented so that she could maintain a close relationship with her adversary. Despite their best efforts to convince her to sell the business to Avan, she resisted and has persisted in holding on. nonetheless, this transaction was already ideal and she had made sure that a false proposal was filed; nonetheless, the new man is now going to ruin their strategy. She pondered furiously.

When Laura returned, the two of them began talking and making plans.

****

Laura entered Chris's presence wearing a lovely flowery skirt, a white jacket, and matching white shoes. Together with Clara, she enters the building and goes to the receptionist, who directs them to Chris' office, where they meet his secretary.

Clara remarked, "we are here to see the CEO we have an appointment," and she promptly up to alert Chris before quickly leaving.

She pointed to Laura and said, "He would like to see you alone. Clara was instructed to hold off till Laura entered. Chris was seated at his table as she entered the door, and she found herself observing him. When we meet him today, he looks radically different and also... Back in school, he always looked like a complete idiot and would constantly follow her like a bodyguard.

Chris's words "have a seat" interrupted her train of thinking, and she immediately felt guilty.

"My secretary will go fetch something to drink for us. What do you want? He repeated it, and Laura at last replied.

She said, "anything is fine by me," and sat down. After their drinks were arrived, Chris contacted his secretary to give her some instructions before sitting down to help Laura.

She said fast to prevent any delay, "about yesterday, I hope you haven't changed your mind and we will definitely help your company with anything it might need."

He said, "am sure you remember there was a condition attached yesterday," and Laura nodded in agreement.

"This is the largest project our company will ever receive, and I know it's not easy for you to grant your company the right, so I'd like to ask for something very important in return,"

"I will definitely give it as long as you don't ask for the company and it is within my reach."

Let's get married," he remarked abruptly, causing Laura to noisily drop the cup she was holding to the ground.

"What the heck did you just say?" To be sure she isn't hearing anything else, she inquires.

Let's get married, he said again.

"Have you lost your mind? Married? Who? I and you? She remarked, shifting in her seat, "You've got to be kidding me.

When she didn't hear anything back from him, she said, "Are you kidding with me?

He said, "Do I look like I am?"

"I'm soon to be married and engaged"

He casually said, "you can call off your engagement, it's not like you are married yet."

"what? Why would I break off our engagement over you?He said, "just the way you cancelled one years ago."

She started to exclaim, "what on earth," but stopped as she understood what he meant.

"That was a bad engagement, and it happened years ago."

"It's not like this one is also legitimate, did you get any parental consent?" He answered in a mocking tone.

"That has nothing to do with you. Was this the explanation you promised yesterday? To think back on a previous event?" she inquired, becoming irate.

What if I'm married, she questioned abruptly.

He said, "that is a different story," and went on.

He waved her off and continued, "I promised yesterday and you also promised. Once you are ready to do as I say then we can sign the contract." Laura took a brief seat before getting up and leaving the office. Clara met with her, but upon seeing her gloomy demeanour, she realised the arrangement must have failed and chose to follow her as they both exited the establishment.

When Josh spotted the same girl he had seen with Chris the day before, he was preparing to rush into his office to give Chris a report. Josh had refused to think that Chris would genuinely cancel the contract without warning, so when he saw her here, he was shocked.

"I'm positive my eyes are not playing tricks on me; isn't that the CEO of the LOVELIES group of companies?" Chris nodded his head in response as he inquired while seated in front of him.

God, oh God! You cant understand how much I've always want to meet with her but cant and you are able to achieve so effortlessly, she even came to meet you herself, twice!"

Can you just stop focusing on it so much and just think about what brought you here instead? Chris said he was uninterested in his rumours.

"What did you talk about with her to enrage her? He persisted in his question, "She doesn't seem happy.

I proposed to her marriage.

He cried, "what!" but Chris only grinned.

Are you insane? Everyone is aware of her engagement.

I too am aware of it, he said.

"So why did you...?" don't you dare tell me you still like her? Chris replied by throwing a book his way.

"If you don't, why not... Do you still want an apology from her? What would her regretful change, and also take your fiancée into consideration. She reportedly posted a statement about your relationship online.

"I saw it, too"

"So why don't you deny it?" Are you going to give in to your want to date her and do so now?

"As a CEO, are you that free? Don't you have things to do?" I'm busy, so please consult my secretary about anything," he continued, entirely ignoring the rest of his sentence.


Chapter 8

Everyone stared at Laura in disbelief as she stood in front of them and announced the cooperation with the TK corporation.

"What's happening? How did you persuade them to offer us the deal? One of the directors spoke up quickly.

Why do you all seem dejected about the news? Isn't that excellent news? Laura responded.

"Of course, we are overjoyed, but we still don't think you should continue serving as president. You ought to give up and let a guy take care of it.

You said that was the sole prerequisite, right? Why do you assert the opposite?

This does not imply that she won't make other errors. Let's vote and let everyone make their decision.
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