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Dedication


To the family of Christ.




Introduction


Dear friend,


“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.” The opening lines are taken from the song “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” by John Fawcett. It’s fitting that I give an introduction to this book as I have done in many others. The name of this book may sound like a novel, but I don’t think anything is by chance or coincidence with God above. The words of this book grabbed my mind and I think it will be a blessing to the readers. This isn’t a long book, but it’s one that can really make a difference on our salvation walk with Jesus Christ. I have no doubt that our present generation will witness the coming of Jesus Christ. With so many catastrophes and troubles in our world today Jesus’ second coming is at the doors. Being a witness to the power of God through Christ I have no doubt that God is still moving and working in the universe. I myself don’t need proof to know God exists or that He is good, but I just have to believe by faith. As with the world today there are many things that have the power to get us distracted, but Christ’s love for us is inseparable. This book is written so that we may all come to the common understanding that Jesus is the Son of the Living God and that He is full of grace and truth. With the words of this song “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” I have quoted the third verse and fifth.


3rd verse


We share our mutual woes;


Our mutual burdens bear;


And often for each other flows


The sympathizing tear.


5th verse


This glorious hope revives


Our courage by the way,


While in expectation lives,


And longs to see the day.


The third and fifth verse of this song is what this book entails. It will help the reader to better understand God’s promises and how each one is true. After all, believers in Jesus Christ don’t serve a dead God but a living and all-powerful one who reigns from heaven above.


Yours in the gospel of Jesus Christ,


Paul A. Lynch








The Tie that Binds



1 John 3:18-19


“18My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.


3:19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.”


The tie that binds our hearts in Christian love is in truth God’s own love towards us. If God didn’t love us He wouldn’t have come to the earth as the Son of man and be crucified and resurrected on the third day. The entire creation is filled with the wonders of God. We have probably heard of the eighth wonders of the world, but how many understand and know about the wonders of God. What do we know about love? Today our society is eviler than ever before because of a lack of genuine love for self, brotherhood, peace, and God. We should love God first then love our neighbor as ourselves. I highlight 1 John 3:18-19 because it holds key verses. Verse eighteen speaks of how we should love. For one we know we shouldn’t just say ‘I love you’ because we feel like saying it, but we must love in word and deed. Now to that all-important question, ‘What is love?’ I could probably list hundreds of biblical verses that emphasize love, but that’s not really necessary here. We know that love is an action word. We know love is a verb. We know that we shouldn’t love for vain reasons. We know what true love is. We know the examples of true love. We live in a sinful world and this opens our knowledge to all kinds of thoughts, desires, and imaginations, but the beauty about being born again in Jesus is that the Spirit of God constantly pricks our heart to return to the obedience of Christ. The opposite of love in the human dictionary is hate, but the opposite of love in the Bible is fear. I hope you had already known this because fear is the opposite of love in Scripture. Fear is powerful just as love. We can list many things that we fear, such as insects, reptiles, wild animals, death, disease, famine, and we could have list probably a billion things. However, all types of fear except the fear of God is from sin and Satan. I’ll show you what I mean, in Genesis chapters one and two God gave Adam and Eve dominion over everything on the earth. Let’s say this world was good as God said it was, but later on in chapter three Satan in the form of a serpent deceived the first couple and they sinned and everything on earth changed. Before Adam and Eve sinned they weren’t fearful or afraid, in other words, they didn’t have any phobia for anything. They weren’t afraid of God or His voice, but after they sinned and they heard God’s voice they hid behind fig-trees and all kinds of fruit trees. But what I really want to highlight is that today people still have phobias even for the smallest insect or animal. This isn’t just phobia, but it’s the spirit of fear. The Scripture in the book of Romans calls fear a spirit, and it also calls love a spirit from God. You must have realized that I have used the words fear, love, and afraid in previous sentences, if you observed this then very good because they don’t mean the same things. I will not bore you not with Greek or Hebrew terminology to define love. I, however, will draw reference to God’s love for us. The Bible no doubt is contradictory to the masses after all, many don’t understand it. Yet, studies have been done in the past that said many people have read even one chapter of the Bible in their lives. The Holy Bible continues to be the bestselling book throughout the world.  Some people read the Bible every day for at least an hour. Christians read it and recite it as though they are characters in it themselves. Nothing is wrong with these things, in other words, it’s good to read the Bible (see 2 Timothy 2:15), however, we need to ask ourselves if we are truly children of the living God. Do we have that genuine love for God and our fellow man? Think about this for a second. Now that you have let me ask you this, do you remember the story of the Good Samaritan? If you don’t remember it see Luke 10-25-37. The Good Samaritan is a great story of love because it tells that only a half-Jew had real love. The story begins by a certain lawyer asking Jesus a certain question and that is ‘Lord, who is my neighbor?’ The opportunity came for Christ to show those around him and us today who our neighbor is. You see we may know the Ten Commandments, the church rules, the weekend rules, how much money we should give for offerings and so on, but do we truly know who our neighbor is.  Well, a few will know, whereas the majority don’t. The world we live in isn’t ignorant of love or its works, but rather Jesus highlighted something of importance in the teachings on the mountain or the Beatitudes in Matthew 5:46 which states “If ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publicans the same?” In other words, why do the people of the world only love who they know? This is intertwined with the story of the Good Samaritan. Here the parable highlighted that the priest and the Levite were too concerned about themselves to even bother looking at the poor man who was in need of urgent medical attention. Let’s imagine that the priest and the Levite were walking on the same side as the beaten up man, do you know what they did. They crossed over to walk on the other side. Ironically, both the priest and the Levite knew God’s laws, perhaps they even preached it to others. They preached and taught about love, but didn’t practice it themselves. Perhaps some minutes after came a Samaritan riding on a donkey and he saw the man had compassion on him and took him to a hospital and an inn or hotel. Now logically the priest and the Levite should have been the ones to assist the injured man at best, but yet it was only a harmless Samaritan who didn’t go around preaching the gospel or even teaching it. God uses the smallest of things on the earth to confound the ones who are so-called wise. The Samaritan was the one who showed true compassion and he didn’t even know the injured man. The story goes on further with the Samaritan paying for the man’s medical expenses and saying to the doctor and nurses, ‘If you need any more money I’ll pay when I get back.’ Now isn’t this an epitome of true love in God? I would have to think and say without a doubt yes it is.
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