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Preface


The Grand Sonata in F sharp minor, Op. 26, L'infortunée is the only sonata from a group of fourteen to have been given a name by the composer and it is generally assumed to be autobiographical. It was unfortunate indeed that Ries should answer the call in September 1805 to join the French army at Koblenz only to be rejected on arrival because he had lost an eye, in childhood. Unfortunate too, that he should go on to Paris where he would live in poverty for the next two years and where his music - heavy with Viennese mannerisms - would go largely ignored. It is generally assumed that L'infortunée was composed during this period.


The influence of Beethoven is unmistakable. From 1801 Ries had enjoyed a working relationship with Beethoven lasting for three years; as a student under Beethoven, he made a little extra living from clerical duties and as a copyist for the composer. In the meantime, he studied composition under Albrechtsberger. This was by no means the only time Ries spent as a student, but we may think of this time spent under Beethoven's tutelage as the culmination of his apprenticeship as an all round musician and composer. The final component in Ries's apprenticeship is the seal of the Romantic style.
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