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	aking Him LORD is a book about allowing God to control your life in such a way that there are incredible results. “You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit with you was not without results.” 1 Thessalonians 2:1


	The Bible refers to results as Christ expressing His life in and through you. Some may refer to this as fruit, work, multiplication or movement. All of those are appropriate ways to describe how God wants to cover the earth with His Glory.1 


	From the very beginning, we want to be honest with the admission that this cannot be done on our own, but can only be done by Christ’s power! A life surrendered to God is a vessel used by God to accomplish His vision. 


	L.O.R.D. is an acrostic that stands for Living Out Reproducible Discipleship. If you want your life to echo throughout the halls of eternity, this is a book for you. Our Master and King has set forth the plan, and people of purpose are His chosen instruments.


	This book is about a captivating vision held by many Kingdom-minded citizens who desire that none shall perish. This is the Father’s heart! 


	From Genesis to Revelation we see that the Father's heart is for all nations. The Father has been about the transformation of hearts from generation to generation. When He touches hearts, the fruit of His transformation (life change) is multiplication from one generation to the next. This is the stuff His Kingdom is made of! 


	I hope you will press in and obey Christ our King, who will take us by the hand and lead us to a God we can call Father. May His vision and love compel you until there is no place left where the Gospel has not been proclaimed by reproducing churches, so that His glory fills the earth!
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	hat if it is true that there is a kingdom of darkness and a kingdom of light? What if the kingdom of light can only be seen when you Pledge Allegiance to its King? What if we really are living in a matrix or there really is a wardrobe that we must walk through to enter Aslan’s world?2


	If it is true, then there is significance in every breath we take and every choice we make. 


	I believe that it is true from my own personal experience, and from the witness of millions of others. When I made Jesus Lord of my life, it changed me and I discovered a deeper reality. Just like the story of the man in John 9, I too can say, “I was blind but now I see.” 


	There was a time when I blindly served the kingdom of darkness; but now, with vision, I serve the kingdom of light. Making Him Lord has brought a deep change in me. I have a deep sense of mission. Suffering here brings a sense of joy that can only be described as being from another place – it’s eternal. 


	I have discovered that there are many others who are also passionately pursuing the King! They are my family; and we serve our King, His mission, and one another. We ask you to join us on the journey of making Him LORD!


	"This is your last chance. After this, there is no turning back. You take the blue pill -- the story ends, you wake up in your bed and believe whatever you want to believe. You take the red pill -- you stay in Wonderland and I show you how deep the rabbit hole goes."


	~ Morpheus in the Matrix3


	In this first chapter, we’re going to talk about how we can make Him LORD by living out the Great Commission. My hope is to encourage you and me to have a vision for seeing Christ’s life multiplied. When we talk about making Him L.O.R.D. we are referring to Living Out Reproducible Discipleship. We will discuss the meaning of multiplication, how it relates to the Great Commission, and ultimately how it relates to our eternal purpose. We want to look at the question, “Why has God placed us here?” 


	God has a plan for every one of us, and His plan is for us to join Him. Often, we act as though that plan is us getting to do what we want, and asking God to put his stamp of approval on it; but God has said clearly through His Word that He already has a plan, and He wants us to join Him. I believe we need to be doing those things that Jesus said we need to do, rather than pursuing our own agendas.  We need to make Him LORD!


	What we want to do is encourage one another to obey Christ. We need to stop simply talking about it; but do it in our words, our deeds, our actions, and the attitudes of our hearts. One of the things I am confident of is that you and I can do these things because Christ empowers us to do them. This confidence comes from 2 Peter 1:3 which says, “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life, through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.” This verse assures us that God will not ask or call us into anything that he hasn’t promised to do in and through us. 


	We’ve got the power because the power is in Him. Following Jesus and making disciples must come from a surrendered heart. We simply need to say, “God, here I am. Use me. I’m trusting You and want to be used. Teach me. Thank You for loving me.” We are not alone in carrying these things out. It all flows out of Him working through us because we are in Him and He is in us. He wants to use us, so we need to trust the promise He gave us in the Great Commission when He said, “I will be with you always.”


	Learning how to trust, or abide, in Christ is essential if we are going to produce abundant fruit that lasts. Please take some time to look at John 15. Reflect on it and ask yourself, “What’s it gonna take?” (Some call this a WIGTake.)


	In making disciples, there needs to be one-on-one discipleship, but there are times we need discipleship in a community setting. We need what we call ‘missional communities’, which are churches that are about trusting (abiding) in Him and helping others learn to trust Him. That is what this book is about. 


	We have the power, and the power is in Him. When you recognize that you have power, you are like dynamite. His dynamic Spirit is explosive in you as you learn to trust Him and be used by Him. This is a very important thing for us to keep in mind. I don’t know about you, but personally, being a hard charger, I had to learn that I can’t do this by pulling myself up by my own bootstraps. I’ve learned that it’s about trusting Him. We have the power because the power is in Christ and Christ is in us. 


	While this book is not intended to be a full-fledged workbook, we know it may be utilized to train groups. There will be times that we provide a practice activity, which can be done as an individual or a group. If you are reading through this book as a group/church of more than five people, we recommend splitting into multiple smaller groups to encourage full participation from everyone. It may be helpful to select one person in each smaller group as a reporter to note the discussion and share with the larger group. Practice activities will be noted to help guide group work.


	Practice Activity:


	Take five or six minutes to discuss when Jesus told the 12 disciples, in Acts 1, to wait for the promise of the Father; and when the power comes in Acts 2. The disciples had been literally walking with Jesus, but I think there’s a clear difference when the power came into their lives after He left.


	

		Look at Acts 1:8. How did the disciples act before Jesus told them, “I’m going to give you power and you shall be my witnesses when my power comes on you?”


		Look at Acts 2. How did the disciples act differently when they received the power?





	Here’s a little encouragement if you haven’t read completely through the Bible or feel that you don’t have much Bible knowledge. There’s great benefit to working together as a group. Everybody has a unique perspective. If each person will share whatever they observe, it will provide a fuller picture of the topic of discussion.


	Obedient Faith


	The disciples had all kinds of convincing proofs, but they didn’t have the power until after the Holy Spirit came. The question we should ask ourselves is, “Do we believe we have the same power?” I believe we do. Another question to ask is, “Do we have the courage and the boldness to trust Christ?” We have all His resources available to us, so are we going to live this stuff out? 


	We will only be able to live it out by His power, and that’s the whole point we’re trying to get across. The disciples became a new creation, and the change in their heart was so foreign that it blew people away. The change was reflected in their attitudes and actions, as they no longer saw a distinction between Greek and Jew. That’s very important.


	Now, after the Holy Spirit came, were these guys perfect? Hardly! In fact, we see a lot of mistakes, and we see a lot of learning. That’s the other cool side about it to me, that we can see these guys learning. One of the things I like to talk about is how, throughout Paul’s missionary journeys, you can see him adjusting, learning, and even changing his strategy along the way as he matured. 


	I love that!


	I love that in the first journey to the Galatian region, it was almost like he had this sense of urgency to get to as many places as he could, as quickly as possible. They ran from one place to the next planting churches; but they didn’t establish leaders, which meant they were constantly going back to that region to try to re-affirm and re-strengthen. 


	When he went on the second journey, he made some changes by taking a bunch of guys with him and dropping them off. However, from my observation, it appears that the Galatian region needed more follow up and strengthening in comparison to Macedonia and Asia. I think Paul is learning how to develop an apostolic band or a team that can successfully catalyze a church planting movement throughout a region. We would call this a “No Place Left” vision.


	Next, we read, in Acts 19, about a school in Tyrannus where Paul finds the indigenous people of Ephesus. He asks them if they know the power of the Holy Spirit, because he noticed there was something not right about the way they were functioning together. When they respond that they do not know, he tells them about the power available through the Holy Spirit. They believe and receive the Holy Spirit, and he then begins training them. 


	As a result, all of Asia hears the good news! This is truly significant when we consider that the book of Revelation is addressed to the seven churches in Asia. Out of Paul’s adjustment, training, learning, and maturing as a spiritual father and leader in his apostolic role, we can see the extent of the impact. 


	So, these guys weren’t perfect. They were learning just like we need to be learning. They had to deal with working through conflict with one another just as we do. Consider the conflicts between Paul and Barnabas or Paul and Peter. Just like us, these men are in process, and friction is essential for them to become the precious stones that lay the foundation for the living temple that God is building together. We are under construction and the Father has promised to build us into something beautiful if we will trust His design.4 


	The whole premise of the idea we want to present with discipleship is simply that we need to be growing to be more and more like Christ. The more we obediently walk in what we know, the more we grow and learn; and the more we grow and learn, the more effective we will be at helping others grow and accomplish this great mission.


	It is worth noting that multiplication does indeed happen in all three regions (Galatia, Macedonia and Asia) of Paul’s Journeys. I personally believe that the Asian movement was more effective due to Paul’s maturity and him learning about the power of the Spirit working through effective tools. One of the tools we need to sharpen is vision casting.


	Having A Big Enough Vision to Think Small


	What exactly does it mean to have a big enough vision to think small? Think about this. Jesus is the son of God - perfect, holy, filled with the Holy Spirit, has all the gifts, has everything. He did minister to many, but He invested and poured His life into just 12. Even within those 12, He seemed to have three or four that He spent more time with as well. You and I are here today because the Author, the Perfecter of our faith, the Chief Apostle, the first Sent One by God came and had a big enough vision to think small. 


	His vision is seen in Acts 1:8 which says, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” In this, we see that He starts out in one location, then moves to a bigger one and a bigger one, until the vision is that the whole earth would hear the good news about Jesus Christ. But He started in one location with a few.


	Now, there’s an interesting verse about God’s eternal purpose that I don’t hear taught very much in our culture. Ephesians 3:10 tells us that God has had an eternal purpose, which means forever, long before this earth was created, before time was created. I believe that purpose is to see a body of Christ gathering reveal who He is in every city on the face of the planet. God wants to see the body of Christ growing and expressing His life.


	Jesus even expressed to His disciples that it was important for Him to leave so that they would be doing greater things than Him through the power of the Holy Spirit. He is going to invade Body of Christ Gatherings. God is going to give them gifts; and use them to multiply disciples, and transform entire communities.


	He wants to see the whole world reached. It may feel a little overwhelming, and we might wonder if we should consider it our job to reach the whole world. The answer is both yes and no. Our job is to reach the areas where God has placed us as we’re going day to day; and He will use the reproduction of our obedience to reach the whole world.


	In John 15, Jesus said He is the vine and we are the branches. He is the tree of life! He wants to see a tree of Life, a local church, planted in every tribe, tongue, and peoples on the face of the planet. 


	So far in this chapter, we’ve discussed the big picture, the vision; and the fact that you and I, by the power of God, can accomplish what He’s asked us to do. Remember, there is nothing He has called us to do that He hasn’t promised to do in and through us, and He’s asked us to go and make disciples. 


	He has asked us like Habakkuk to take the vision, write it down, and run with it until the Glory of the Lord covers the entire earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.5 


	We have to start with the end in mind. The end in mind is God’s big vision to reach the whole world; and that will happen as we think small, and begin being obedient right where we are. In 2 Timothy 2:2, this same idea of having a big enough vision to think small is modeled by Paul. 


	Paul said, “Follow me as I follow Christ.”6 He was emphasizing the importance of modeling a life that follows Christ, rather than just teaching to gather listeners. Looking back at 2 Timothy 2:2, Paul addresses Timothy as his son in the faith. He instructs Timothy to pour his life into faithful ones, just as Paul had poured into him, who will obediently pour their lives into others. For God’s big vision in Acts 1:8, for His children to extend to the ends of the earth, we have to take the necessary small steps that Paul is teaching Timothy here.
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	Elephants and Rabbits


	Culturally, I think we tend to embrace addition and subtraction rather than multiplication. One example I use to cast the vision about multiplication is the comparison between an elephant and a rabbit. 


	Let’s just say the elephants start out with a vision, and their vision is to reach the world by multiplying elephants. So, we put two elephants in the perfect environment to raise a family of elephants. It is important to note that an elephant must wait 10 – 20 years to be sexually mature. Now, once we wait 10 – 20 years, and we place a beautiful lady elephant and a good looking male elephant in the perfect environment, how long do you think it would take those two elephants to begin a family? 


	It would take longer than two years before they could become a family of three elephants. The gestation period of an elephant is two years, and then it takes four or five more years for them to have another baby. Let’s say the best case scenario is that a family can be started by elephants in three years. Now elephants are big, and they are beautiful; but are we going to be able to take over the world with elephants very fast? I’d say not. 


	Okay, let’s take a look at rabbits. There are even things that multiply more rapid than a rabbit, such as seeds or mice; but let’s stick with our little, furry friends, the rabbits. Using the same scenario, we put them in the best environment possible for them to start their rabbit family. 


	Rabbits become sexually mature within six to eight weeks, which is much faster than an elephant, and they have multiple babies. In the three years, it took to get the elephant family to reach three elephants, how many rabbits do you think there would be? Typically, when this question is asked in trainings, nobody ever comes close to guessing the correct number.


	I’m no computation expert or mathematician; but many people have tried to work the math, and the number comes out to be something around 476 million. That is with no deaths, no predators, etc.; but 476 million rabbits in just three years is a lot! 


	Now, let’s put this in our context. If we view the church as a very large building where we are providing religious goods for Christian consumers, and our mentality is ‘come grow with us’; how easily or quickly would we be able to reproduce something like that in other cultures, such as the sands of Somalia? 


	There are not many people who could actually lead and multiply something like that. I’m not doggin’ elephants or churches with large buildings. They are beautiful creations, but I’m just telling you that they do not multiply very quickly or easily. The most common mindset we have in America is that the church is a building with all kinds of programs, rather than people living out a mission. 


	I can confidently say that there are ‘rabbit’ groups, or disciple-making groups, that exist and can be reproduced and multiplied from here all the way to the sands of Somalia. I know this because I’m part of it, and we are seeing churches multiplied in the sands of Somalia. Personally, I’m convinced this is the only way we’re going to be able to reach the bigger vision. We must have a big enough vision to think small. We are sent ones!


	From the Fold to the Field


	As I mentioned earlier, we are not against buildings. We need existing facilities and church buildings to be sending bases, equipping centers, and gathering points. The point we want to make is just that there should be an element of going, just like when Jesus talks about getting out of the fold and into the fields in John 10 and Luke 10. 


	We can’t have a “four walls” mentality. We’ve got to get out there. The following chapters are going to further discuss those small steps we must take in order to partner with God in His vision for the whole world to know Him. 


	We’re going to provide you with specific tools that will help you effectively do all of this. We don’t claim that these are the only or best tools; however, we want to give you something that has been working for us in the case that you don’t have anything. They have also been proven to be effective even in remote cultures; so, they can be used both here and there in order to multiply disciples. 
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