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  Life as Jack Black




  





  Born August 28th 1969 in Santa Monica, California Thomas Jacob Black was the son of two satellite engineers who worked on the Hubble Space Telescope. His mother, Judith, was born into a Jewish family while her husband, Thomas William Black, converted to Judaism when they married. Being born into a Jewish family he attended a Hebrew school and also had a Bar Mitzvah. At the young age of ten, his parents divorced and following this he moved to Culver City. His dad chose to move out of the country and begin a new family. Jack was the only child born between his parents, although this did not mean he was an only child as both his mother and father between them bought a total of four siblings from previous marriages with them. With having so many siblings and all of them being older than he was, Jack was constantly fighting to get attention from his parents.




  





  By the age of fifteen, Jack was seen as a troublesome child having gotten into cocaine and stealing money from his mother to fund this habit. She struggled to deal with him and chose to send him to a school for “difficult” teens in an effort to help him reform this behaviour. He spent a year and a half there, in addition to his education, at the school he saw a therapist. His class being of approximately twenty students in size. During this time, Jack was encouraged to channel his energy into acting which proved highly successful in helping him get back on track. After this, he was transferred to a new school called crossroads which was in Santa Monica. He also suffered from gallstones since age sixteen, resulting in his gallbladder being removed in 2003.




  





  From an early age, it had become extremely evident that jack had a talent for acting excelling in drama throughout his school life. He was able to explore in depth his love of acting when he attended the University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA), where he chose to study theatre arts. During his time at university he learnt about achievements of previous students including Tim Robbins and joined The Actor's Gang, an acting troupe founded by Tim Robbins and others. Jack's acting style has most undoubtedly been influenced largely by this group and their motto “Dare to be stupid” following his learning through the art of the absurd and anarchical style of performance.
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