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  PREFACE




  This book is presented that you might better understand the complexities of the Book of Romans—the epistle that is called, “The Masterpiece of the New Testament.”




  Each section is outlined at the beginning, and then there is a simple, but in-depth exposition of the epistle in an easy to read format.




  We hope reading this book will be a blessing and that it will guide you through your further studies and perhaps even help you to teach this epistle to others. God bless you!




  Brian J. Bailey




  AUTHORSHIP AND BACKGROUND




  This epistle to the Romans was written by the Apostle Paul from Corinth, Greece in the spring of A.D. 58 on his third missionary journey (Acts 20:2-3). It was during the short-lived Golden Age when Nero became emperor after the death of Claudius in A.D. 54. In the early years of his reign, Nero displayed considerable ability and many good qualities. He was noted for his liberality and clemency, and he ruled with moderation. But by A.D. 59 his vanity, selfishness and cruelty were apparent to all. He killed his mother, his chief advisers Seneca and Burrus, and many of the nobility to secure their fortunes. His step-brother Britannica, the rightful heir before Nero to the throne, was murdered earlier. In A.D. 64, two-thirds of Rome was destroyed by fire as Nero fiddled. After being declared a public enemy, he fled Rome and committed suicide (June 9, A.D. 68).




  The Spanish were influencing Roman history and literature at this time. This could account for the fact that Paul desired to visit Spain, after his anticipated journey to Rome (15:24-28).




  Upon Paul’s completion of his third missionary journey (see Acts 18:23 - 21:16; A.D. 54-58), he made a final visit to Jerusalem in June of A.D. 58. After his rejection there, he remained under Roman guard in Caesarea from the summer of 58 to the autumn of A.D. 60. Then he made his voyage to Rome (fall 60 to spring 61), and was shipwrecked en route. Paul came to Rome as a prisoner, spending two years in his own rented house (A.D. 61-63). While in Rome he wrote Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, and Philippians. Nero released him in early 63, but in A.D. 67, Paul was arrested again and executed under Nero (May-June 68).




  Not only was Rome called, “The Glory of the Empire,” it was also called, “The Sewer of the Nations.” It was a city built on seven hills and was referred to as such in Revelation 17:9,18. Paul had often sought to go to Rome but was hindered until late in his life. That was a blessing to us, for had he gone earlier, it is possible we would not have had this “Masterpiece of the New Testament.”




  INTRODUCTION




  
1:1 - 1:17




  The Purpose of the Ministry




  1.)  1:5  To bring men to the obedience of the faith.




  2.)  1:11  To impart some spiritual gift.




  3.)  1:13  To have fruit that abides (cf. Jn.15:16).




  4.)  1:14  To preach in an attitude of a debtor repaying a debt.




  5.)  1:16a  To preach as one who is not ashamed of the gospel.




  6.)  1:16b  To preach in God’s power to save those who believe.




  7.)  1:17  To emphasize “The just shall live by faith” (Hab. 2:4).




   




  In New Testament times, it was very normal for the one writing a letter to announce his name at the very beginning. Unlike today, every one put his name at the introduction instead of at the end. That was the customary style in the New Testament Era.




  Chapter One




  1:1 - Paul always introduced himself that way: “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ.” The word “servant” can be misleading in our day because a servant has certain rights. However, “servant” in those days meant a slave. Paul was a slave of Jesus Christ. The Romans especially would understand this because there were approximately sixty million slaves in the Roman Empire in the days of the Apostle Paul. A slave had absolutely no rights at all. He belonged to his master. A master had the power of life or death over his slave. He could give him any form of punishment and the slave had no right of appeal whatsoever. The master had complete control over his slave.




  This is how Paul viewed his relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ. He was Christ’s slave and He held every right over him. We, too, must have that degree of consecration and commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. Our rights should be surrendered to Him. We should no longer be on our own, making decisions independently of Him. We are called to give our lives completely to Christ, Who possesses all authority over us. Our lives, in actuality, belong to Christ (Rev. 4:11).




  The next phrase Paul uses is, “called to be an apostle.” We must also know our call, or ministry. The Apostle Paul makes it very clear that he knew his call. He was an apostle. He states in Second Corinthians 12:12 that, “Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” It is important to understand exactly what our ministry is. An apostle is a founder of works, but he must manifest the power of God, too. A prophet is someone who hears from God and has visions and dreams. He has a certain authority to guide the destinies of people, churches, and nations. An evangelist is a person whose ministry is to win souls. A pastor is a shepherd, and his concern in life is to look after the sheep. A teacher is one who should seek to understand the mysteries of God and be able to explain them in a simple and orderly fashion. An apostle could embrace the other four ministries. However, the point remains, we must know our particular ministry.




  Our call is often manifested at a very early age, and it is evident to others. I remember when I went to France for the first time at approximately age 26. I was completely new to the mission field, and I did not speak French very well. Now, I had never thought of myself as a teacher but the other pastors just gathered around me and said, “Teach us.” I could not believe it. Today it seems that our whole organization is a teaching fellowship. We have the privilege of teaching pastors around the world. That seems to be the hallmark of our Fellowship. Furthermore, the people who are drawn to us are teachers. Virtually every week we have seminars somewhere in the world teaching ministers.




  Of course, a true teaching ministry leads to Zion. The theme of Zion is holiness, its theme is Christ, and consistently seeking God for fresh and new unfoldings of His mysteries. We must know our ministry, yet it is often very evident to others. Others have said to me, “Oh, you’re a teacher.” You will experience the same thing. Others will recognize your ministry, too. If you are called to be a pastor’s wife, you will find that other women will flock to you with all their problems. I think being a pastor’s wife is one of the most difficult ministries in the world. If you are an evangelist, you will find yourself automatically witnessing and winning souls. If you are a pastor, you will be like a mother hen. You will want to get people under your wings; it is something that is birthed in you.




  Paul also said he was “separated unto the gospel of God.” Not only must we position ourselves as a slave, and understand our particular vocation and ministry, we must also be dedicated. Paul was wholehearted. However, many are not wholehearted; they are divided with many other interests.




  “Separated” signifies wholehearted dedication to the gospel. Paul had to be separated from previous teachings of the Pharisees. The ministry cannot be run by our natural mind. We must be separated from previous life-styles, teachings, and thought patterns. Looking back over the years, I can recall having seen many failures. So many have started out well in their Christian life, or in the ministry, but relatively few finish their course. Jesus said, “Many are called, but few are chosen.” Usually the reason for failure is in the three points we have discussed in 1:1. Let us review them once more.




  Point one is assuming the position of a slave, one who has no rights. Many people ruin their lives by having a demanding spirit—“I need this and that! I must have better conditions.”




  Point two is understanding our ministry. We must know our ministry and what God has called us to do. Not only was Paul called to be an apostle, he was specifically called to propagate the gospel where Christ had not been preached. We have to know the place and the particular purpose for which God has called us. He does the choosing; we do not. And remember this, between the first pew and the pulpit is a gulf that no one can cross. Only God can put a person in the pulpit. It is very important to know the calling God has given us. We are only rewarded for that calling, and we will only receive grace for that calling—not another. If we try to take a ministry God has not given, there will be no grace or anointing for that, and we will fail miserably.




  Point three is being fully committed to the call of God. It is being “separated unto the gospel of God.” We must be fully committed to the call, and not divided by other interests. This may require separation from our father’s house in order to fulfil our call, even as Abraham was separated (Gen.12:1). A person may possess one or two of the three vital conditions:




  Yet to fulfil the call that God has placed upon our lives, we must experience all three.




  1:2 - Paul is now going to develop this gospel—“Which [God] had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures.” The gospel originated with God. Everything that originates from God will endure the test of time. Therefore, it is good to check out the origins of everything to make sure they were started by God. Often people start works, but their works have not been birthed by God, and God does not bless them or carry them.




  Throughout Scripture, the gospel of Jesus Christ has been very clearly enunciated. In Genesis 3:21, the Lord Himself clothed Adam. “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” Here is the beginning of the gospel message. One would have to die to clothe us. The shedding of blood was necessary to provide skins to cover Adam and Eve. In Genesis 15:6, we have the thought of being counted righteous by faith. We shall also see this later on in Romans chapter 4. In Exodus 12:3 the blood of the passover lamb preserved the believers from death and judgment. Isaiah chapter 53 reveals the Lord Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God. In Jeremiah 33:8, Ezekiel 11:19, and Ezekiel 36:25-26, we have the promise of a new covenant which writes God’s laws upon the fleshly tables of our heart.




  We must remember the entirety of the gospel message. The gospel does not only consist of salvation. The gospel of God is to write the Ten Commandments (the laws of God) on the fleshly tables of our hearts so that we obey God’s laws from our hearts, and so that we can be His sons and daughters. A son or a daughter has the characteristics of the parents. Therefore, we should have the characteristics of God. What is God like? God is a holy God. Therefore, we should be holy, and this involves having His laws written in our hearts (Jer. 31:33).




  1:3 - “Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” The theme of the gospel is Jesus Christ. The goal of the gospel is “Christ in us.” Christ fully formed in us is the hope of the gospel. In the Old Testament, God’s dwelling place was first the tabernacle of Moses, and later the temple of Solomon where God resided in a temple made of stone. Today the gospel is Christ residing in His living temples. We are the temples of the Holy Ghost. What comes to your mind when you think of a temple? A temple is a holy place; it is a place sanctified, separated, and set apart for the service of God. Therefore, what should our bodies be? Our bodies should be separated unto the service of God, hallowed, and filled with God. The purpose of a temple, or a tabernacle, was not just to have four walls and say, “This is devoted to God.” Rather, it is that those four walls be the habitation of God and be filled with God and His glory.




  “Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh.” Here we see the dual nature of Jesus. In His humanity He came from the seed of David. In other words, Jesus received His physical body from David’s lineage. His body was made of Mary’s substance, who herself was a descendant of David. His spirit, however, was divine and eternal. The miracle of the incarnation made Jesus both God and man simultaneously.




  There is another point I want to bring out here. David had a revelation of the gospel of Christ during the Age of the Law. Psalm 40:6-8 makes that clear: “Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. Then said I , Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” David had a revelation of the gospel. The gospel is not outward rituals and sacrifices, it is a living sacrifice. It is to have the laws of God written in our heart. It is to have a soft, listening, responding heart to God.




  1:4 - “And declared to be the Son of God with power.” Not only was Christ the Son of Man of the seed of David, He was also the Son of God, which was confirmed by His resurrection from the dead. Jesus Christ was declared to be the Son of God “according to the spirit of holiness.” This little phrase, “the spirit of holiness,” occurs nowhere else in scripture. We should not make a doctrine out of this phrase “the spirit of holiness” — It is simply the Holy Spirit. It is to emphasize that Christ is set apart; He is different; He is separate from sin; He is joined to God, Who alone is holy. How is He declared to be the Son of God? We are told, “by the resurrection from the dead.”




  Paul wrote extensively on the importance of the resurrection in his first letter to the Corinthians. There was a problem in the New Testament Church which he mentions in 1 Corinthians 15:12.




  “Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?” Some of the New Testament people said, “There is no resurrection.” They were like the Sadducees, who also did not believe in the resurrection. Yet, one of the basic truths of the Christian faith is the resurrection of Christ. “But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1 Cor.15:13-17).




  It is so important to understand that the resurrection of Christ is the central theme of the gospel. This is what sets Christianity apart from every other religion. No other religion can claim that their leader was resurrected, and that is the reason we have such confidence. Paul further develops the truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ a little later in the book of Romans.




  
Minister to Bring to Obedience of the Faith




  1:5 - “By whom we have received grace.” It is from Christ that we receive grace and apostleship, or any other ministry. Grace and the ministry go together. In Ephesians 4:7 Paul says, “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” Now, according to our ministry gift there is grace or divine enablement from God to enable us to function in that ministry. This is the reason we cannot go outside our ministry. Ministry only operates by the divine enablement (or mantle) of God. That is the reason we must know our ministry.




  We must also know what in particular we should be doing, because along with the calling, there is an anointing and grace from God to fulfil it. And what is the purpose of the ministry? It is to bring “obedience to the faith among all nations.”




  There is only one gospel, and it is the same for everyone. There is only one Church, and God’s laws are the same for every nation. There is not one standard for one country and another standard in another country. Paul’s message was the same in every nation (1 Cor. 4:17, Ex.12:49). Therefore, we must differentiate between allowable custom differences, and a culture that is contrary to the laws of God. In some countries, there is a custom of having several wives. This is not an allowable Christian life-style difference, because it violates the moral law of God.




  When the Lord Jesus Christ taught His disciples to pray, He instructed them to say, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” In heaven we know that the will of God is done. On earth He desires His will to be done in our individual lives. The thought of “obedience to the faith among all nations” is that God wants the gospel preached in every nation, and every nation to come to the obedience of the gospel. The tendency is to think that the gospel of Jesus Christ is associated only with the Western world, when in actuality at the beginning it had its greatest impetus in the East—Turkey, Galatia, Greece and Rome.




  1:6 - “Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ.” Those who are called by God to be the elect are known by God before the foundation of the world. We should make a difference, however, between called, chosen and faithful (Mt. 20:16, Rev.17:14, Jn.15:16, Eph.1:4). Many are called or invited to a relationship and a ministry, but to be chosen we must qualify. Then we must continue to be faithful.




  1:7 - “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.” The original Greek does not mean, “called to be saints;” it means we are “called saints.” This is a very important truth. The Greek word hagios means holy ones. We are called “holy ones.” This is instantaneous at our new birth, but it is also progressive. We have to understand the Word of God on this point.




  Leviticus 27:28 helps us understand what the Apostle Paul was saying here. “Notwithstanding no devoted thing, that a man shall devote unto the Lord of all that he hath, both of man and beast, and of the field of his possession, shall be sold or redeemed: every devoted thing is most holy unto the Lord.”




  We must understand the meaning of holiness because it applies to so many other aspects of the gifts and graces of God. Holiness is both instantaneous and progressive. The thought of Leviticus 27:28 is that when the Israelite of old wanted to express his joy and reverence and thankfulness to God, he might express it by giving a gift to God.




  Perhaps he would give a vase to God to express his thankfulness. He would present it to the priest. As soon as the priest accepted the vase, it became holy. It became holy because the priest received it on behalf of God. It became God’s vase. Therefore, anything that belongs to God automatically becomes holy. The vase does not change in any way. It does not suddenly put on an aura. It is not suddenly illuminated with gold. No, it is the same, but it is changed in the sense that it belongs to God, and therefore it has become holy.




  In the same way, when we give our lives to Christ, we automatically become holy because we belong to God. Of course, there is an outworking of His holiness to change us. We will develop this thought in more detail later.




  The whole book of Romans depends on understanding one’s position in Christ and how God looks at us. As soon as we accept Jesus as our Saviour, we become saints (holy ones). This is because we are God’s property and Christ dwells inside us. This is the reason we are called saints at conversion. Yet we must also have the outworking of that sainthood. Much of the doctrine of Romans is related to the understanding of this truth.




  Paul continues in verse 7, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” This was a common greeting in the New Testament times. It was equivalent to saying, “God give you divine enablement and strength to bear up in all your adversities.” Paul’s address is, “to all that be at Rome.” The church in Rome was a church of martyrs. The early Church in general experienced great tribulation, and if the early Church knew tribulation, we may be assured that the latter Church will know that same kind of tribulation. In fact, we do not need to move into the end times, for most of us are in some form of tribulation or pressure right now. One woman of God said, “Do you know anyone who is not going through a trial?” As I reflected for a moment, everyone I could think of was going through some major difficulty in his life. Thus, we are in need of enabling grace to triumph.




  It does not matter what kind of trial you are going through, there is a perfectly matching grace to equal it. The Lord developed this thought and showed my wife this truth from the epistles of Peter. Peter speaks of manifold temptations but also of manifold grace (1 Pet.1:6, 4:10). “Manifold” is the thought of a variety of hues or colours. The Lord spoke to my wife and said, “For every different colour of trial, I have the exact matching colour of grace that will enable you to triumph in every trial.” Therefore, we should look with expectancy for an exact matching hue of grace for our particular trial, because we are called to absolute triumph.




  As we look through the book of Romans, we will find that God has made provision for us to become “more than conquerors.” In every trial, God has ordained us to be the victor. Thus, we are not to quit, because we are called to triumph in our circumstances. David declared, “Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies” (Ps.110:2). How do we triumph? It is not by our own strength, but by the enabling grace of God. “Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”




  Not only is grace necessary for victory, but it is also necessary for peace. The Apostle Paul clarifies this in Romans 16:20. “And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” Peace enables us not to be shaken by thoughts, words and fears. And the God of peace sanctifies us wholly—spirit, soul, and body (see 1 Th. 5:23). God’s peace enables us to have victory over Satan; and it is that peace that sanctifies our whole being.




  1:8 - “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all.” This is a very important truth, especially for pastors and people in the congregation. Thanking God for all believers is a grace and hallmark of mature Christianity. A pastor should thank God for every member of his congregation, for they are handpicked by God. To appreciate what each individual believer contributes towards the effectiveness and development of the Body of Christ, compare Philippians 1:3, Colossians 1:3, and 1 Thessalonians 1:2. Thankfulness is a virtue that should be esteemed highly, and cultivated. We must have a personal victory concerning everyone in the church congregation (Phil.1:3).




  Years ago, we were in a certain place and everything was going so well. There were lovely people all around us—except for one person. We said to the Lord (as others were saying), “Lord, if only this person were not here, it would be like heaven upon earth. Lord, please remove him.” And the Lord said, “No, I want you to thank Me for that person because he is doing more for you than all the others.” I had to acknowledge that was true because I had to be in his office about twice a week, and I had to pray two or three hours before visiting him so that I had control over my spirit. In all kindness, he was a Saul. He was not a good man. He was filled with jealousy and envy, and he was constantly against me (and not only against me but against others).




  I began to realize that this man was really helping me. He was perfecting my prayer life and was making sure that I was filled with the Spirit of God at least twice a week when I saw him. As pastors we must gain the victory by continually thanking God for every member in the congregation.




  I remember one dear pastor who prayed, “Lord, I want you to develop love and bring love to perfection in our hearts.” We must be very careful about what we pray, for God hears our prayers. That prayer was on a Sunday morning. It sounded so good, so wonderful, so spiritual, and everybody said “amen.” The following week the pastor stood at the door of the sanctuary greeting the people as usual as they entered. Then he spotted him.




  The pastor saw this strange creature coming down the street, and he thought, “Surely he must be going somewhere else.” Suddenly, to his horror, this individual started walking up the steps to the church: “Are you the pastor?” The reply came back quietly, “Yes, I am the pastor.” Then the strange man said, “I would like to come to your church.” Just as quickly the pastor countered, “Oh no, you do not need to come to our church. Do you see that church down the road? That is the church that you belong to, you will feel right at home there.”




  The man said, “No, I want to come to your church.” The pastor was very small of stature and the visitor was very tall. He towered over the pastor, and the pastor was physically unable to forbid him to enter. And besides his insistence, the pastor was getting tired of the aroma that was flowing from his body. Again he said, “I assure you our church is not your type of church. You should go down the road. Look, you can see it from here.” The stranger responded, “Pastor, I feel led to come to your church.” And he just walked right into the church and sat down in the pew.




  The pastor thought, “What will happen to our church now? What did I ever do to deserve this?” This man was not only a freak in appearance, he was a freak spiritually and in every other possibleway. Well, he started “freaking out” other members of the congregation until everybody felt it was time to pray the fellow out and down the road to where he belonged with the other freaks. He not only came and sat through the whole of that service, he came to the evening service, to the midweek service, and to the following Sunday service.




  The pastor become desperate and enquired of the Lord, “Lord, what are You going to do about this?” And the Lord said, “Did you not ask Me to perfect you in love?” He said, “Yes, Lord. I was expecting a tremendous anointing.” The Lord said, “This man is going to develop My love in your heart because you are going to love him.” To cut a long story short, the pastor’s love did develop for this strange man, who incidentally did change because of love. In fact, he became an established member of the church.




  “I thank my God for you all.” As a pastor and as a congregation, we must be thankful for everyone God places in our church. God not only chooses the pastor, He also handpicks the members for the pastor.




  “That your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.” Paul gave the church at Rome a tremendous vote of confidence. There was a great release of faith from that church. They were known throughout the whole Roman Empire; thus they must have been a church really on fire for God. They were a witnessing church, and they did not hide their light.




  1:9 - “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers.” Paul was a man who prayed fervently and often. He knew a number of the members of the congregation. Also, he knew some of the church leaders because he had been responsible for their conversion in other parts of the world before they had found their way to Rome.




  1:10 - “Making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.” I do not think Paul knew how he was going to get to Rome, for he went to Rome as a prisoner several years later. God gets us to the places He wants us, but it is not always in the manner we would choose or expect. Paul was writing this from Corinth, but his “prosperous journey” was not as anticipated.




  Sometimes we feel we should go to a certain place and that the shortest distance between two points is a straight line, whereas God’s way may be entirely different. Also, when God calls us somewhere, He does not always mean to go immediately. All journeys should be taken in the will of God. Some ministers think that the only key is to travel, but we must travel with purpose and move only in God’s time. May we not travel about like a chicken with its head cut off.




  
Minister to Impart Some Spiritual Gift




  1:11 - “For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established.” The duty of a minister is to impart spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts establish and strengthen a church. They establish an individual, too. Spiritual gifts help a person to be rooted and grounded in God. A gift occupies one’s focus, and it inspires him to seek God for the development of his gift. Pastors, leaders, and Sunday school teachers must seek to impart the spiritual gifts.




  The spiritual gifts are given to edify an individual and to edify the Church (1 Cor.12:7). It is very important to have a flow of tongues, a flow of interpretation, and a flow of the spirit of prophecy. As well as these, the other gifts (such as the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, and discerning of spirits) are all extremely necessary.




  1:12 - “That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.” Expect that when you minister that you will also be ministered unto and be blessed (Prov.11:25). Not only will God use you to bless others, you will receive something from them in the realm of faith. Christians build up each other in the most holy faith when they meet together.




  A man cannot live life alone by himself. A live coal that is removed from the other sizzling coals goes out and turns black. A Christian must fellowship where there are others on fire for Christ. We need one another in order to keep glowing with the fire of the Spirit. Do not get alone with dead pieces of wood, because you will end up dead. A tree that is alone will be blown over by the winds, but a tree in the forest is protected by all the others.




  
Minister to Have Fruit that Abides




  1:13 - “Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was [hindered] hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.” People assume, “If going to Rome was the will of God for Paul, the way would have opened up. If God sends you to a place there will be no problems.” This thinking is disproved here. Paul is a pattern to the Church, one whom God raised up to be the teacher of the Church. Next to Jesus and the Holy Spirit, Paul is the teacher of the Church. He established the pattern. Therefore, what we see in the life of Paul must be right. He tried several times to go to Rome but was hindered.




  Yet we can thank God that Paul was hindered from going to Rome; otherwise we would not have had the Roman epistle. In being hindered from reaching Rome, Paul was allowed to fulfil his ministry effectively in other places. Rome was the centre of the world in Paul’s time. All roads led to Rome and Rome influenced the empire; so Paul naturally desired to go there. However, his motive was a pre-eminent desire to have fruit among the nations. Isaiah 32:20 says to “sow beside all waters.”




  Paul said, “that I might have some fruit among you also.” Our desire must be for our branches to go over the wall, to have fruit not only in our local church but in other nations. Whether it be through giving, writing, raising up people in our church who have a call to the mission field, or actually going there ourselves, every pastor should desire to have fruit among the nations.




  
Preach as a Debtor Repaying Debt




  1:14 - “I am a debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.” Paul took the position of a debtor. He had a debt toward others that he must repay (1 Cor. 9:16). Paul received great truth and revelation from God, which had rescued his soul from destruction; therefore he felt indebted to share these lifesaving truths with others. As we also receive something from God, we are indebted to give what we know to others. This must be our attitude.




  Perhaps we have attended Bible school and studied the Word of God far in advance of others. Well, that puts us in the position of being a debtor. We owe something to others. The more we have, the more we owe, and the more responsible we are to share it with others. We must never keep the knowledge or blessings we have, we must always give them away. One of the key qualities of the gospel of Christ is found in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.” If we have love then we must give. We must dispense in every realm—in the realm of finance, in the realm of witnessing. We must give in every aspect. We must give of ourselves to others.




  1:15 - “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are in Rome also.” Paul said he had been to many countries but he needed to go to Rome, too. He was willing to expend all of his strength to preach the gospel. Paul said, “I am ready.” Compare this with a ready mind of 2 Corinthians 8:12. God regards our intentions, our willingness to go, not necessarily our ability to go.




  
Preached Unashamed and in God’s Power




  1:16 - “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.” Christians, young and old, have to overcome that sense of shame connected with the gospel. Truly there is reproach attached to the gospel. In fact, in every generation God causes there to be a reproach concerning one particular aspect of truth. When we go into some churches we are mocked and shamed if we believe in a holy life. In other churches we are scorned if we believe in the spiritual gifts. If we stand for Christian family values, we are mocked by some. There is a certain shame of the gospel which we will not escape, but we must not be ashamed of what God has given us.




  “For it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.” There is power associated with every truth. Every truth has the power to make people free in that particular area; but they must believe. The key is “to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”




  
Preach that the Just Shall Live by Faith




  1:17 - “For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” I want to dwell on verse 17 for a moment because there is a very important truth here, and that is the fact that righteousness and faith are both instantaneous and also progressive. Instantly we are counted righteous when we believe in the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. However, there is a progressive righteousness that God not only wants to impute to us, but to impart to us. It comes by faith. Faith and righteousness are intrinsically joined together.




  We cannot be counted righteous unless we believe the gospel. But each time God speaks to us and our attitude is one of faith, more of the righteousness of God is imputed to us. Righteousness must be one of the themes of our life. How are we going to be filled with God’s righteousness? It is from faith to faith. First of all God asks, “Do you believe that Christ died for your sins?” We respond, “Yes.” And because of our response to the truth, God imputes His righteousness to us.




  Also, there is a sense of righteousness concerning water baptism. John the Baptist did not want to baptize Jesus when he said, “I have need to be baptized of thee and comest thou to me?” The reply of Jesus in Matthew 3:15 is very important. He said, “Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” Submitting to water baptism is also an act and step of righteousness. By faith we believe that God wants us to be baptized in water; therefore, we obey.




  Yielding to the baptism of the Holy Ghost is also an act of righteousness. Every step in our Christian life is an act of righteousness. Every time we believe for new experiences in God, it is an act of righteousness. When you are preparing for the ministry, some of your peers will mock you when you speak of the baptism in the Holy Ghost.




  I attended three Bible schools as a student. In one school they did not believe in the baptism of the Holy Ghost, and I had a very difficult time there. While I was there, the Lord gave me a warning from Exodus 23:1; “Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.” I knew where they stood and I knew where I had to stand. If we do not speak uprightly concerning any aspect of God’s Word, we will be an unrighteous witness. We must not put our hand with people who mock certain parts of God’s Word.




  The situation became so tense at the Bible school that I was called into the principal’s office. Once there, the principal said to me, “I hear that you have been speaking about the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We all believe in the baptism of the Spirit here, but we do not believe in speaking in tongues.”




  Here I was, a very new Christian, sitting across from the principal of the Bible school, who was a very well-known man in England at that time. Then, suddenly, I felt the anointing and I said, “Is speaking in tongues of God, or of Satan?” You should have seen that man—he was trapped. He was trapped, not by me, but by God Himself. He was caught. If he had said, “It is of God” then I would have said, “Why don’t you preach it?” However, that would have meant he had to deny what his denomination believed. If he denied what they believed, he would lose his position in the school. He knew the truth, because he had exchanged pulpits and baptismal tanks with a very well-known Pentecostal pastor in England. So here he was caught, and you should have seen him. I have never seen anyone with a face like that. It was as though he was going to die.




  As he made his decision, his head went down, and he said, “Speaking in tongues is of the devil.” I realized that he knew at that moment that he had committed the unpardonable sin. He had blasphemed the Holy Spirit. I said, “Then I cannot stay here at this Bible school.” He said, “I understand.” I had been recommended by the head of the denomination to go to that school. The principal asked, “What am I going to say to the head? He has great confidence in you. He recommended you. You cannot leave.” I replied, “Tell him what I told you. Tell him I believe that speaking in tongues is the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Ghost. He will understand. That will exonerate you with him, but not with God.”




  Thus, God will put us in positions, not only in the world but also in the Church. Sometimes we will be mocked for our stand, but we must not put our hand to be an unfaithful witness.




  At this point Paul’s introduction ceases. Verse 17  is going to be the main theme. It is a quotation from Habakkuk 2:4. “The just shall live by his faith.” This is the theme not only of Romans but of the whole gospel of Christ. It is the theme, also, of the whole Old Testament itself, because, as St. Augustine said, “The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed, and the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed.” By the grace of God we are now going to see the Apostle Paul develop this truth again and again, that “the just shall live by faith.”




  PART ONE




  
1:18 - 3:20




  The Wrath of God




  





  A. The Wrath of God Upon the Pagan World (1:18-32)




  1.  The revelation of God’s wrath (1:18), which is a positive continuous act of divine anger




  2.  The reason for God’s wrath (1:19-23), because when they knew God they glorified Him not




  3.  The result of God’s wrath (1:24-32), “given up” by God to:
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