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Chapter 1: A Legend is Born

	Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos Aveiro was born on February 5, 1985 in Santo António, a neighborhood of Madeira; a small island off the west coast of Portugal. The youngest of four children, to mother, Maria Dolores dos Santos, and father, José Dinis Aveiro, he grew up in poverty, living in a tin-roofed house, and had to share his bedroom with his older siblings: Hugo, Elma, and Liliana Cátia. His father was an alcoholic and to make ends meet his mother worked two jobs: one as a cook, the other as a cleaner.

	His middle name, Ronaldo, was given to him by his father after his favorite actor, Ronald Reagan.

	From a very early age, it was evident that he had a talent for football and his parents knew that this was his pathway out of the slums. As a boy he played for a small-town club, Andorinha, where his father was the kit man and by the time he was 10 he was touted as “one for the future.”

	His godfather Fernao Sousa once told reporters, “All he wanted to do was play football. He loved the game so much he’d miss meals or escape out of his bedroom window with a ball when he was supposed to be doing his homework.”

	After a small stint with Primeira Liga club Nacional (based in Madeira), Ronaldo was offered the opportunity to go on a three-day trial with Sporting CP (Sporting Clube de Portugal), another Primeira Liga side. The club was so impressed with the 12-year-old that they signed him straight away for $2,000. Later that year he moved to Alcochete near Lisbon to join the club’s youth academy.

	When he was 14 he was expelled from school for throwing a chair at a teacher who had “disrespected” him. It was at this point that his mother, Dolores, decided it would be best for him to leave school and concentrate on football instead.

	A year later, tragedy almost ended his career when it was found that he had a racing heart. This is a condition when, at rest, the heart beats faster than it normally would. He underwent surgery, where a laser was used to cauterize the affected area. He was released from the hospital a few hours later. Two or three days later he was back in training.

	 


Chapter 2: For Club…

	Sporting CP

	At 16 Ronaldo was promoted from the youth team to the seniors by manager László Bölöni. Bölöni had remarked that he was impressed by Cristiano’s dribbling skills. He became Sporting’s first player to play for the under-16s, the under-17s, the under-18s, the B team, and the Senior team all in one season. The following year, on October 7, 2002, Ronaldo made his debut in the Primeira Liga against Moreirense. Not surprisingly, he scored twice in their 3-0 win.

	One particular date changed Ronaldo’s life forever. It was August 6, 2003, at the official opening of Sporting CP’s new stadium, Éstadio José Alvalade. To celebrate the opening Sporting CP played English side Manchester United. Sporting beat Manchester United 3-1 that day and so impressed were the Manchester United players with Ronaldo that they urged their manager, Alex Ferguson, to buy him.

	In the transfer window that followed, three clubs put in offers for Cristiano: Liverpool, Barcelona, and Arsenal. He declined them all, choosing instead to ply his trade with the biggest club in the English Premier League: Manchester United.

	
Manchester United

	The transfer fee paid out for Ronaldo, a cool £12.24 million ($16.2 million) was, at the time, the most ever paid for a teenager. He also became the Premier club’s first Portuguese player (followed later by Nani, Bebé, and Anderson).

	He did initially ask for the No. 28 shirt, as this was his number at Sporting CP, but his request was denied. Instead he was given the No. 7 shirt, worn by Manchester United legends such as Eric Cantona, George Best, and David Beckham.

	Manchester United manager, Sir Alex Ferguson, was key to the development of Ronaldo and was inspirational in his development as a player. When asked about Ferguson’s influence Ronaldo told reporters that, “He’s been my father in sport, one of the most important and influential factors in my career.”
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