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SYNOPSIS

	 

	A little girl living alone on the North Carolina coast's gorgeous marshes. A young woman who falls in love and suffers the agony of a broken heart. A marriage pledged. A betrayal that results in death. Delia Owens narrates these incidents during Kya Clark's fight to live when her family abandons her as a kid in Where the Crawdads Sing. 

	Owens' writing is as luscious as the setting she depicts, making you feel like you're right there with Kya every step of the way. Kya must negotiate matters of the heart while dealing with discrimination and persecution from the local folks. She must determine if opening her heart is worth the danger when all she's known is loss.

	 

	 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR

	 

	Delia Owens, born in 1949, grew up in Georgia, where she acquired a profound love of nature. Her mother pushed her to spend most of her time in the countryside as a kid, so she rode horses and also toured the forests. During this period, Owens acquired an early love of writing, even winning a writing contest in sixth grade and determining she wanted to be a professional writer someday. When she went to college at the University of Georgia, she majored in zoology rather than English, eventually earning a PhD in animal behavior from the University of California, Davis. Owens and her partner then moved to Africa, where they worked as wildlife experts in Botswana. 

	For seven years, they lived in a secluded region and researched lion and hyena packs, finally co-writing the best-selling Cry of the Kalahari. Owens, together with her husband, relocated to Zambia after residing in Botswana where they explored elephants and established a social work initiative to help villagers subsist economically without becoming wildlife poachers. Owens' wildlife writing has appeared in a variety of scientific publications over the years, and she has received accolades for her research and conservation efforts. Where the Crawdads Sing is her debut novel. She is presently residing in Idaho.

	 


INTRODUCTION

	 

	Historical Background Of Where The Crawdads Sing

	 

	Where the Crawdads Sing, as recounted in the novel, occurs in the North Carolina marshlands, which have an intriguing history of occupation and population. The adventurer Giovanni da Verrazzano cruised the eastern coast of the United States in the 1500s and claimed the land around present-day North Carolina for France. However, Francis I, the king of France at the time, was dissatisfied with the area since he was primarily interested in obtaining gold and silver, as well as a route to the Pacific Ocean across the continent. Shortly after, Spanish explorers attempted but failed to establish themselves in the area. These efforts persisted, but explorers were typically unimpressed when they discovered the marshlands, which they considered had little value and would not form excellent colonies. This antipathy to the location persisted over the generations, which is why Kya's home in Where the Crawdads Sing is so sparsely populated. Furthermore, Kya's stigma arises from the belief that the marshlands were mostly populated with former slaves, criminals, indentured servants, and other individuals who had been marginalized by society.

	 

	 


PROLOGUE (1969)

	 

	On October 30, 1969, two boys discover Chase Andrews' body adjacent to an abandoned fire tower in the swamp.

	 

	


1ST CHAPTER (1952)

	 

	Kya, six, watches her mother leave the shanty on a sweltering August day, wearing fake alligator shoes while carrying a blue luggage. Kya knows Ma isn't coming back, despite what her twelve-year-old brother Jodie says.

	 

	While she waits for Ma, Kya recalls the marks on Ma's face, which she believes were caused by Kya's drunk father abusing her. Jodie entertains Kya with games, but Kya remains focused on Ma.

	 

	


2ND CHAPTER (1952)

	 

	Pa, a crippled World War II veteran, is violent. Missy, Murph, Mandy, and Jodie, Kya's siblings, leave home one by one as a result of Pa's beatings. Jodie advises Kya to hide from Pa and the other guests that arrive at the house.

	 

	Pa gave Kya a dollar per week to take better care of herself and the apartment when they run out of food. Kya treks four kilometers to Barkley Cove's Piggly Wiggly grocery store. Miss Pansy Price from Kress's Five and Dime scolds three older lads on motorbikes, one of whom is Chase Andrews, as they ride recklessly by Kya on the walkway. Kya observes the full October moon while resting on the beach chatting to birds one night and realizes she has now become seven years old.

