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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    Props and Sets




    Book Title: The Buddha in the Attic




    Author Name: Julie Otsuka




    Time it was written: 2003-2010




    Place it was written: New York (The Hungarian Pastry)




    First publication: August 23, 2011




    Publisher: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group (A division of Random House)




    Narrator: First Person




    Point of view: First Person Plural




    Tone: direct, honest, simplistic, desperate




    Tense: Past




    Setting (Time): 1920’s through World War II




    Setting (Place): California




    Protagonist: Japanese Picture Brides




    Theme: betrayal, innocence, injustice, shame, guilt, forgiveness, racism, identity, loyalty




    Motif: hard work, perseverance, sacrifice, reticense, love, courage, war


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Julie Otsuka was born in Palo Alto, California, on May 15, 1962, in a traditional middle-class family. Her father came to the United States on a student visa in 1950 and was an aerospace engineer. Her mother was a lab technician. She stopped working to raise Julie and her two brothers. When Julie was nine, her family moved to Palos Verdes, Los Angeles.




    According to Julie, she was a nerd in high school. She was active in the student council and was senior class president. She was supposed to study History in Yale University but graduated with a Bachelors Degree in Art in the year 1984. She took a Master of Fine Arts program at Indiana University in Bloomington, but left it after three months, moving to New York City where she supported herself doing temp work in word processing. She took a few art classes in a non-degree program and then quit again. Finding it hard to put to canvas what was in her head, she finally gave up on the dream of becoming a painter and for three years tried to find what she really wanted to do with her life. During this time, she turned to reading for comfort, calling Ernest Hemingway, Richard Ford and Cormac McCarthy her “outdoor guys.” For amusement’s sake, she did “comic sketches” that eventually earned her admission to Columbia University’s MFA program in 1994.
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