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	CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“I think people who truly can live a life in music are telling the world… it’s the part I give most willingly”

	 ― George Harrison

	 


A member of the most famous band to exist, musician George Harrison was the enigma of the 1960s sensation The Beatles. For a man who grew up with an almost idyllic childhood and became a superstar who struggled to live up to his own purported reputation, Harrison lived a life that was musically influenced until the very end.

	As we play the song of Harrison’s remarkable life, we will hear the opening notes of his blue-collar, hard-working parents and siblings. We’ll be swept away by the notes of love and understanding that weaved our quiet Beatle into existence. We’ll listen to how his mother Louise encouraged his musical ability and education while he was in utero. 

	We'll experience the harmonious happenstance that brought a teenaged Harrison and his future Beatles bandmate Paul McCartney together. Their shared schooling experience led to a beautiful lifelong friendship which wasn't without its challenges but ultimately helped form both of these incredible men into the musical icons they would become.  As we delve into Harrison's teen years, we'll see how he was influenced by the musical style of the King of Rock, Elvis Presley. At the height of their mutual fame, Presley and Harrison were good friends.

	Fame was something Harrison struggled with very strongly. We'll observe how becoming super famous as a teenager and having the media and fans follow his every move as a young adult took a toll on the young Harrison's mental health and life. A toll that eventually required drugs and alcohol to cope with. Despite being one fourth of the biggest musical acts of the century, Harrison was deeply unhappy. Not just with the fame and invasion of privacy but also by being stifled creatively by his childhood friend McCartney. We'll look at how being relegated to being "only a guitarist" chafed against Harrison's desire to be a songwriter and a more respected musician, especially because he was adept at playing 26 musical instruments.

	Despite having thousands of adoring fans throwing themselves at him, Harrison was a hopeless romantic, marrying twice in his life. We'll swoon along with you as we unpack the songs for his band and his friend Eric Clapton that Harrison wrote and which were inspired by his first wife Pattie Boyd.  While his first marriage was marred by arrests and drug busts, his second marriage to Olivia and the birth of their son Dhani helped Harrison to mature and slow down a bit.

	It is in this marriage that he found the courage to first embrace Hinduism, a religion and culture he had developed a lifelong interest in, and to leave the Beatles. Striking out on his own in 1971, Harrison embarked on a hugely successful solo career, debuting with a triple album and a hit number one single on the charts simultaneously. He was the first of the former Beatles to achieve this success. Not bad for the "quiet" Beatle. 
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