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	CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“Nature doesn't need people - people need nature; nature would survive the extinction of the human being and go on just fine, but human culture, human beings, cannot survive without nature.” 

	– Harrison Ford

	 


Harrison Ford likes to live his life going with the flow while achieving great things. Known by people in his town to be an everyday man who you drop off home after a night of drinking, Ford can often be mistaken for an unassuming man. But the Chicago native has built a career that defies the rules often set for success in the entertainment industry. Entering the world of Hollywood as a young, married man with a supportive wife, Ford was not impressed by the superficial glam of Hollywood. He just wanted to act and showcase the story that his script wanted him to show. It was not in his nature to pretend to be someone he was not. Growing up, he had faced a lot of bullying due to being different. Even when he tried to fit in, he was unable to do so because he was very different from his peers. Hollywood was not going to change Ford. His brashness and straightforwardness did not sit well with many people in Hollywood, and this demeanor would eventually lose him a contract with Columbia Pictures after falling out of grace with the casting manager there. At that point, Ford had to decide whether it was worth it to keep true to himself or if he had to conform to Hollywood expectations.

	Ford ended up being true to himself which led to him being blacklisted in Hollywood. This caused him to enter a point of depression that was hard to shake off. But, the support of his wife, Mary, got him out of his mood swings. Mary rallied their friends, family, and other people in the industry to encourage Ford and tell him that he would eventually become successful as an actor. 

	Ford’s strong character would help him in the end when he met Fred Roos. The famed casting director would, later on, develop a reputation for being able to find talent in the most unassuming places. Roos admits that he was stricken by Ford who had none of the all-consuming desire for fame and fortune he saw in other actors. Ford did not attempt to suck up to him or change his opinion to match other people's. “What's important is that you become the Force - for yourself and perhaps for other people,” Ford was later quoted saying. Roos's confidence in Ford would border on insanity according to some people. Roos constantly tried to get his protege in as many productions as he could but received many rejections. For years this went on, but one project finally came about that Roos knew was perfect for Ford. However, when he tried to peddle Ford to the producer, George Lucas (who had worked with Ford before), Lucas declined. Roos put his career on the line to sneak Ford in as a carpenter. His bet struck the jackpot when Ford got cast in his breakthrough role as Han Solo in Star Wars. 

	Ford’s riveting portrayal of Han Solo gave him the taste of success for the first time. He was already in his thirties when this big break came about, and being able to pay his bills without worrying about money for once dissipated his depressive moods. But success would also come with a big price. The woman that had been his pillar and stood by his side when he had nothing would leave him soon after the success of Star Wars. Success meant that Ford was barely ever home, and there were strong rumors of infidelity. After being loyal to Ford all those years, Mary finally decided that their relationship was over, and the split, though amicable, was very painful for them both. Ford continued to be a good father to his sons and allowed Mary to stay in their marital home.
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